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<2 Pſal. 45. 47. [wil make thy name to be cemendredin = 
4X all Generations, _ - 
Pſal; 951.17,18. 0 God thou baft taught we from. 9? -LY 
Touth, and hitherto have 1 declared #by wondrous $36 
works, Forſake me not until 1 bave Lange by OW” 
ftrength to this Generation, and thy power 2 
__ one that 1s 10 come. if ws 


| Hac Caftimaneant in Religione Nepotes; | hs Do 
EPs Et Nati Natorum < et-qui naſcentur abillis; 


fe Protdy os Fry 69g: OB 


LA 


ww . vHN 9H B.0 


. 
[ 


kn 4A © hk ©. 9 


Y 


S .. | 


—_— _ _—_—— 6 


| I44F000044000404044400044 
| To the Reader: 


QHE Wiſe Man doth juſtly. condemn 
- the folly of thoſe, that are alwayes 
ſaying and complaining, What '& the 
$5 cauſe that the former dayes weve betr 
|-zer chem theſe > Not that he doth approve of a 
_ ſpirit inſenſible of the evils, Sins, Judgments, De-- 
| generacy of the times wherein we live; only. there. 


the Poets Old man, Landator temporis att, ſe p#- 

| e786, Which is.not from wiſdome; ſuch compla 

| often proceeding fromignorance in Hiſtory, or-/ 
| non-obſervation of the vices in- thoſe. of mah 
- and- virtues in ſome. of the preſent Generation,” * 


- And for any upon this ground to murmure at the - - 
| Providence of God, for caſting their lot; to: fall” - 
into an age of troubles, as'if the moſt High did © 
| not. ballance humane affairs, with! ſuch: an equal | 
diſtribution of bleſſings as oughtto be, is| 
Arrogance in wretched Mortals, ſo'to. take 
> |} themyto teach bim whoſe ways are anfearchables. 
- | Well may the wiſe man ſay to ſuch Queruliſts, 
" | T ogy doft net wiſely. enquire conctrning . this ; 


More FE FRnupt, dark w_ miſerable en can . 
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| i6inmena? aptneſs. to Moroſe Repinings, like 


' who are endued Antiqua fide, priſcis moribur. 6: } 


mate .. | 
ter... All, this notwithſtanding, ſome tine/Wt" * 
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the Raadere 


_ -To 
etherwiſe.. As Nebuchadnezzars image had a 


golden head, and iron feet, fo there are golden 


coming, when Jeruſalem ſhall be holy, and ftran- 


days perillous tins ſha'l comr;, yea the dregs of 
thoſe times are now at hand. They that have their 


ers paſs through her no more, when David| 
ſhall'be Princefor eyer, yet are we, upon whom . 
: . the ends of the world are come, in an Iron Age; 
the Divine Oracle havins told: as, that i» che laſt} 


faid of all. nor did Solomon ever ſay or think 


m—_— —— 


and-iron Ages. And albeit Golden times are af 


thoughts exerciſed to diſcern things of that na 
ture, feel it, and bewailit, that there? is a wofull 
' ecay of Religion throughout the world, yea] 
throughout the Proteſtant World. The Profeſ 
fors of this Age,have more of Light and Notion, 
_-bur leſs of ſove and Zeal and Power, then did ap 
pear in' the Martyrs, and bleſſed Paxritany (for! 


time was when the Saints were known by thatg. 


_ honourable Nickname) that are gone before us 


Ard let it be our Prayer and endeavour, thatj 
they who ſhall Rand upon the Stage of this world 
as {oon as we are gone, may be and doe bettet 


then their Predecefſors, that there may be nol . | 


cauſe to think of what fometimes an Heathet 
expreſſed, e/Etas Parentum,pejor Avis, tulit # 
"mequiores, mox daturos Progenieni vitioſporem: ' |} 
' What ſhall come on the Riſing: Generation il 
New-England,” is with Him thag, knoweth al 
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To the Reader, 


| The preſent Aſpea of Providence is Jiſinal A 

 * moreaccounts then one; eſpecially in that Go : 
den} -hath been removing the Pillars of this Generati- 
| 0n,even thoſe that have ſtood in the Gap, and-. 
an-| would have done much towards keeping*out a 
vid} Deluge of overflowing Judgements. It is not L 
om| . ten years fince Aſitchel died (not to ſpeak of '0- -* 
ge;} thers, whom this Generation loft at that time; for -* 
lift one ſuch ſtroke ſeldome \goeth alone) and all 
; off New-England ſhook when that Pillar fell to the -- 
eir} ground. For all this, his anger is not turned aways . 
= his band is ftrerched ont ftill : Of late he that. 3 
full} - holds the Stars in his right hand, hathcanfi W 
ea,}  fome of our brighteft Lights to ſer; and” is tot” > 
fel that a fign of darkneſs to follow ? Such Rebukes © 2 
on} of God make. the Pillars of Heaven to tremble.  * 
apy - And what ſhall we ſay , when the Lord isthreat* 
for} ning to dry up that fountain, whoſe treams have 
hat). made 'glad the City of God? Poor New-En>. 
us} gland! Shall the day come, when there will be 
hat} none to guide thee, of all the Sons thou haſt 
rld} þrought forth ? Doubtleſs, the Lord will not as -: 
tecf yet, wholly caſt off a Generation that are the Po 
no! _ fterity of his faithfull Servants, that forſook all 3 
hem - for Chriſt, and that they might leave their "Chile 
nel dren under the blefſed wings of the Lord Jeſus. 
{5 Nevertheleſs, how low he may bring this Gene» 
neration, and how long it ſhall cotintive, who'caty © 
tay ? al; it is —_ tobe untill men ſhall ſay. 
A3 PEI "op 


To the Reader, 


[' Blefſcd- is he that cometh in the Name of the 


As forthe enſuing Diſcourſe, if the Reader 
expe any thing rare, or curious therein, he will 
+ find himſelf diſappointed. I neither canif I would, 
noram 1 willing.to doe what 1 can, in ſuch a way. 
|. Iwouldrather let the world ſee, that I am. of 
|. Zutherys judgement, who judged him the ableft 
| . Preacher qui paeriliter, erivialiter, populariter, ſim< 

lics/ſime docer. And it is a comfort to think, thae 
fach Simple Diſcourſes , which they that account 


[1 phemſclres the Wits of the World, look upon as 


F F abling, will cither be bleſſed by Chriſt for the 
{ Converfion and Edification of Souls, or turn for a 


Yeſtimony to the Speaker. And what can ga, 


Chriſtian defire more, then to beunto: Goda 
fiveet ſavour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved & 
in them that periſh? And tbat after he is fallen 
alleep,.and gathered unto his Fathers,others ſhall 
4 bear witneſs that be ſerved his own Generation 
.] according to the will of God? ' 


; Some years are paſt, fince notice was given of 
this intended Publication, (and. indeed fince theſe 
Sermons (ſuch as they are) were both preached, 
and-thus tranſcribed) If I had had nothing elſe 
to:mind, but what is here preſented, doubtleſs it 


would not haveftuck in the birth ſo. Jong: But | 
] ” "Fg = thoſe  - 
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{ might he ſoimproved) to have an hand in the _ 
Conyerfion, and conſcquently in the Salvation of 
precious.immortal Souls, May this poot Labor, - 


To the Reader? 


ments; together with my :extream .Hebetude 


 . and inability ito the performance .of -any good 


| work, will not wonder that it cometh forth na. _; 
"ſooner. My Brothers Dying Exhorration to the "| 
| Ring Generation, hath been Printed and reprints 


4 | ed,and the goodof ſouls thereby promoved, and 


£ 
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| grant that it may comequickly) when the Son of _ 
| God ſhall give toevery man, according #5 his*z 
{ work ſhall be. The Lord ſaw-good to gemove _ 
| my'Brother out of this into a better-worl, he- 
| fore he had fully efpreſſed what was in his heart, | 


will (I believe) be ſame addition to his crown ang 
glory, in the bleſſed day (which God in «mercy 


reſpetting this Generation.l have ſo much the more 


reaſon to bend my knees, before the Father of the _ 
Lord Jeſus Chrift,in all humble thankfulneſs, fot 


G 
&: 


| that he hath lengthened the thread of my life to 


this day, and-given me to-endeayour the tiniſhing 


of what my Brother happily began,. though 4 


whether with the like ſucceſs, & with him- unto 
whom -it-belongs to give the Increaſe. ._ | 


tis the'moſt glorious wor} in the World, (the 
Angels of heaven think ſo,& would be glad if they 
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To the Rrader; 


@7 afiy other weak and worthleſs endeavours of 
mine, be in. the leaſt conducing that way, my 
deſign and deſires are attained, I truſt in Chriſt 
i ſhall be ſo. 


of Bo 16.4, __ 
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; P.s. in Margin-r, Mr,Carter, . 
p P26, 112.7. Luizolph, In the Margiti for 223.t, | 
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ES P.35.1.22, for being r, bearings 
P.52..34. for Covenant r. Account, 1 
P. 70 18.T, Zajamim, Y $; 
P.75.1:1 3.1. incumbent. 'R 

. P.$5.1.29. T,asfar as time & 

oy P.89:',12, Adt Al before the Parentheſisy 
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+ 4 Thst Qyor, atzon referred unto in the. ca of þ. 21:4 
\ #s 10 be ſcen. in p.,140, of the Book, called New-Eid % 
" #lands Memorlal, 1 
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| n_— Scripture ſets 4 LO Emp DG 
| Remark upon thelal words 6f Dayid; 2 Sal D:93el | 
| now theſe are the 14ft words of Ditvid-the [, ſweet [s 

| Jſracl;not that ke'never ſpak®' any Fords alter i Bi © 
- } butthey wert-expreſſed by him, toward the X : 0 
his dayes, riot yery long defoke he left - 


- .  Thefameis tobe ſaid concerning the word 
_ 'F fore us; They are attiongft the To yea, 


| ſpeeches of thit holy man bf God 3, 510 be iN 

| that the-time-df hisdeparture was X hatld. a #1 
molt ſolemn  upott His {0tt Sol chan ,, that be 
BE ON TON himif&if a fa - 
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| vang 


4 Cal tothe 


vant of his Fathers God. Several Arguments 28 
made uſe of to back this charge ; One is it} theſe 
words, taken trom the benefit which would attend \ 
a fincere ſ-eking the-Lord: Jf thou ſeek bim, be will be 
{ouas of thee ; that is.to ſay, that ſhaltthen be made! 
appy in the en joyment of God forever. If others} 
ſeek God in f incerity o&-heart, they ſhall find him, 

but ( faith David) it is eminently true concerning} 

thee, becauſe the Lord hath been thy Fathers God, 

' Thou art a child of Father that had a ſpecial inte- 

reſt in God, and therefore if thou ſet thy ſelf to ſcel} 
kim, know for thy. encouragement, that he will be} 
mot} ready, to -fhew- himſelf favourable to- thee | 
wherefore the Doctrine, which may at preſent be in- 
ſiſted on fronr the: words, i 01 
Dodr. That the Children of godly Parents-are under peculia 
| adyaniages and encouragements to ſeek the Lord, F 
the clearing of this Doctrine, two things may be at 
tended, 1. To enquire what 'is-implyed in this 
ſeeking the Lord which the Text ſpeak-th of! 
2. How it doth appear: that the Children'of god! 
Ledge are under, peculiar advantages and encou 
Sr Fa} pament ſotodo? Te "NPR | 

I-, t.ze implyed an this jeching the Lor 
ws forth Gol th that men by nature are ſuch as bave Jof 
FRA mocrhotb loſt himſelf, Zab:15.32. 1Þj - 
wp was loft, and 5s found, yea,. and he hath lol F 
Godtoo,. He is wandred-from his Fathers houſe] 
Hence the. Apoſtle faid.to the Epheſians, they wen Gi 
without God iu the World, Yea,it is true concernit Jo 
COON of godly. Parents as well as others; £pb:R * 
Ele -* X we (faith the holy Apoſtle)were by naturetbe Chi } 
Fol he e#t of wrath even as Le We that are Jews at 

3 KY deſcended d of holy. Anceſtors, we thatare now Col 
verted; and made Apoſtles of Chriſt, by:natare- 

AL of the Seach and drightoons dighaſne 
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riſong Gentration, 4 
| God, Not butthat ſome of the Children of Zodly 


nd, men, have grace wrought in them whileſt in a ftate 


tbe of Infancy, as John Baptiſt was filled with the hol, 


rive that grace from their Parents, and therefbre it 
is not natural hut ſuperriatural, when any of the 


"4 
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ing} Children of finful men are made gracious, ©. 
00+ 2. Seeking the Lord doth imply a ſenſe of this loft con- 


\te.d \ tion, Senſe of want puts men upon ſeeking.” The 
et Prodigal was hunger-bitten before he would ſeek 


11he; £0 be reconciled to his Father, wherthe ſaw thathe 
was feign to live upon husks, and tht there was-no 
way but he 'muſt -periſh' with hungey, except he 
ſought unto his Father for a ſupply, he wonld'to ſo; 
Ifa man hath loſt a thiog, except he know that he 
rort bath loſt it, he will not feek after it. .. Hence in the 
.Parable concerning the loſt piece of filver, itis ſaid, 
this) That womin if ſhe Joſe a piece of ſilver, doth notlrght « 

off candle, and ſweep the bouſe, and ſeek diligently ull ſhe 
5 41d find Luk. 15.8. So that there mult be ſenſe of loſs 
efore there will be ſeeking or finding: Nor will 

| men ſeek the Lord, except they be by his Spirit 
: made ſenſible, that they have loſt his favour; andare 
| through fiti and the fall hecome miſerable; _ ' _ 
s 2. Thc feeking doth imply earneſt defrre th find God. 
| That which a man ſeeketh after he wou}dbe glad to 
# find. When Job ſought after. Communion with 
# God; he rhaketh efriquiry, where ſhall 7 find bims, 


ect ofhis defires, Plal.27.4. One thing bave'I 
tbet will I ſeek after, If thou ſeek him, that is 
mafthou earneſtly defire to find the Lord, then 
hallbe; If God be the chiefObjeRt of thy d=- 
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As it waSwith David himſelf; Pſa}.6351, @ God thin 
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2de Ghoſt from his mothers womb, but they do not de-: 


Job:23.3; 'No one will ſeek after that which'is not 


e Sifthe defire of thy Soul be towards the remem- . 
© a Drance of his Name; then he will be found of thee. 
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A Call tothe © 

a#t tay: God, early wilt I ſeek thee : my Soul ire ft 
L ano 

where no water s, How are thedefires anda edti- 

ons of a thirſty man carryed out after water, in & : 

thirſty Land where no water is? when the delires of } 

the Soul are'in like manner carryed out after God, | 


that-is feeking him, | > I 
4.Seebing theLcrd doth imply diligence inthe uſe of means | 
in order to obtainiug the favour of God, The end implies | 
the means which is neceſſary in order to obtaining ! 
that end, now the favour of God is the. end of this | 
ſeeking. Hence'tis called a ſeeking his face,#.e.his fa- | 
vour, Pl, 105 .4Seek theLords face, & the means in or- } 
der to: obtaining that end, is Repentance of former } 
1ins,Faith jn the righteouſnes of JeſusChriſt,(Fer.z0, 
5 Jyalking according to theholy Rules of the Word | 
of God, which is therefore called-a walking in 4ll wel | 
pleaſong befare the Lord,inasmuch as ſo to walks the | 
way te find the continuance of divine favour. 

5. Seeking the Lord doth anply the worſhip and ſervice 
of God, As they that do not wbrſhip God are faid 
to te (uchas ſcek him not, 1ſai*65.1. 1 am found of |, 
them that ſought: me not, meaning that the Geatiles,} 
who in former times did not own and worſhip the} 
true God,. ſhould be: brought to the knowledge off 


hs ea 


him: So toſeek God is to worſhip him, 2, Chrow, 


I1.16. It is ſaid, that ſuch as ſet thezr bearts to ſeek the 
Lord God of Iſrael, i,e.to wofthip him,came to Feruſes! 
lem to ſacrifice to the Lord God of their Fatbers. It sf 
true, that in ſpecial-that great duty of. Prayer 
(which is a ſpecial part of religious worſhip) is ins 
. tended, yet not that only ; all other parts of diving 
worſhip are comprehended' under 'this exprefſtiong 
Hence 1t is inthe Context noted: by that of ſervings - * 
the Lord, Now to ferrve Godis to worſhip himali = 
Fight, We( ſaid they in Ezra Jarevbe ufo h 


| refeng Generation, 
1 Ertof Heaven, meaning that they did worſhipnone 


13. $5 


d of + We" come now to the ſecond thing propounded,. 
iles,, VIZ. T0 ſhew bow # doth appear thet the. Children of WP * 
theh godly Parents are under peculiar advantages and eucou-. | 


Inf that the vein of Eleflion -Goibricn through the loyns 199. Ti 
of godly Parems ON noft $qrt.., Though it be not. 4 
ſo, that,-EleR. Parents, have. none 1.4] See. 
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A Calltothe 


leaſt wiſe ſome of the Children are.ſo too. . . Yhere' 


are many Scriptures” which do intimate this truth, 
Pſal, 10.8. #ebath remembred bis Covenant for ever, 
the word which he commanded to a thouſand gone- 
rations, " Intimating both that the longer .a genera- 
tion doth continue godly,the more gracious will the 
Loerd*be, to the Seed and poſterity, and. that there 
are ſome' that in a continued Succefhon, for many 
generations the Lord hath choſen. Henc>-Pſal. 103, 
I'7.' The mercy of the Lord is from, everlaft ing to everla-: 
fing uponihem that fear bim, and by Righteouſneſs unto 
Childrens Childrey, Shewing that God from Eter- 


nity hath deſigned mercy to.ſome Parents and ta- 


their Children, and their Childrens Children, Tai. 

5 9.20,my Spirit which is upon thee, & my words which7 
ave put b thyn | 

out of the month of thy ſeeds ſeed ſaith the Lord,from bence. 


forth & for ever. Tothe ſame purpoſe is that, Ezek.. 


37.25: what more plain can he ſpoken, to ſhew that 
God doth'ntany times caſt ele& Children upon ele 


Parents in'a*continued Stcceſſion, from getteration; 


to generation ? Ste alſo Iſai,65.22,23, Mine. Ele. 
and their 0ff-ſpring wjth them are,the Hed of the Lord. 
So that when Parents are Ele, uſually their Chil- 


erenarefo too. Hence it was faid to Zacheus, Salus- 


tion 1s came to thy bouſe, Luk,1t&,g. Not only to. his 
Soul, but to his houſe, Vſually if God intends to. ſave. 
a man, there are ſome of ba You, i. e. poſterity, 
that are heirs, of ſalvation aiſo, And therefore, the 


Apoſtle ſaid to the Jaylor, belzeve on the Lord Feſus- * 
Chri , and thou ſpalt be ſaved and thy houſe, Ads 16.31, : 

How did 'Paul know that if the aylor believed his. 
Children ſhould be ſaved ? was it from any ſpecial . 
Revelation concerning thofe Children -more then - 
with reſpe&t unto others 2 no ;' buthe knew, that Þ 
when God brought the Father into aſtate of Salvatix | 


On, 7 
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mouth, ſhall not depart out of thy mouth,nor - 
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{ believingen Chrif. Ifthey.could haveſaid, in for: 
3 mer times ogr:Children were intereſted in the gran. 
J..rI2. 4 Clous 


ts. 


riſing Genty ation: 
on, he was wont to fave however ſome of his Ci, 
dren and poſterity. Henc> alfo Paul ſaid'toTimo's 
thy, when 1 call to remembrance the unfeigned 'F atthis 
thee, which dwelt firſt in'thy Gran'=notber- Lois; andiby 
mother Eunice, and Tam perſwided in thee alſo; 2 Tin. 
I.3. He deth probably-and hopefully conclude; that 


_ Timothy didbelong to God, becauſe he was the Sort 
| of a godiy mother and;Grand-mother, Moreover 
' Experience andobſervation-dothconfixnrthis truths 
that de fav -ithath been ſo, For the Ftefare'not 


found in all:places alike but+in'fome Nations more 


_ theninotters, and-that for: many Generations fins 


ceſſively, And'in ſome Familiesmore then in otherss. 


| There are ome Families in'.the: World; thabGQod 


hath deſigned to ſhew peculiar mercy. totlietn;frony 
generation to generation, And:if an account ſhould: 
be taken concerning all the godly men'that are&tmw:- 
alive in thei world, doubtleſs itwopld;be-found;that? 
the / greateſt -parrzof them/are Iprung From! godly” 
Parents. Though there!may h8 many; converted! 
ones in thefworld; whoſe Parentsdidnotfear God;- 


{ yet *for: the generality of: trus belifvers:they/are- 


w | 


ſuch as have deſcended frombeheving Þa H40.J 
* 2, ' The-Lord:hath. ef abliſbed-bis Coovenanrnoronty 


with Parents, but withCbildren alfs! Gen, 17.7. will i 


eftabliſh my covenant berweenme's thee; aud thy ſeed of «i 
ter thee; intheir generarions; for axoverlaiting:coutnanty 

to bea God to thee £8 10 thy ſect after. thee, The Saints iw? 
all agesare concerned in-Abrahams coyenant, undept 
whith children;are comprehendeds-To fay-that the _ 
Covenant was:extended to Childteruniter the Olds . 


. Teſtament;/butnot-under the Newgisto leflem: the: 


grace of Godin theſe dayes of the: Goſp:l:5 Yet7 
then the: Jews would haye:beett great pn 
> 


HCl to the... © 


cons Covenant of God, but if we. imbracethe Go(- 
Pxl,.they-ihall have ao part in the Lord;', this. would | 
bw been, {urk: an, objeQiion againlt. belerving. as 
FB never; have been.anfwereds. Wherefore, we: þ 
It Fandthat.tho(e. Scxiptares which relate ta Goſs | 
vettimes, expreſlyideclare, That ot. Qnly;Belieyers 
themſelves, butcheir shildren alſo, are; ſyhjets: of } 
he Lords gracies covenant withhis:people, - Ifai. 
$19.; Ewillaake: an uerlafting: ougnem with them 
awttheir Seed ſhallve kpomn the Gentiles, (5 their 
Sfr-ſpring. amoag the people; nll that. kee themtrJhall ace 
ledger thatibey are the ſeed! which the; Lord bath: 
blefed. And Chap6a1i23: They: aretho.Sced of the 
Hiefhrd of the-Lord, andubeir offspring:meithtberm; Now 
thisconkderation:is 2 greatencautagemnenttoſcek, 4 
the:Lord; :Sor.it:was:th them; Jerc3a22; We come: | 
tothe, forichouurrthe Zovtboiir Gol, i We are thy: 
Sorenantopedyileycand: that: doth theaurage us tor 
camnexntothen, i;Andthis.did enentrage David to? 
erandhope:for the Lordsfaltationg Mal. $6.16: 
" StuEthe ſoncof thintnbantdndid;: ApilitheAqpiſile dide f 
eprourage the Jaw torepentanid return 4mto the: 
Lord, from: thisargament; viz!lin-thab they were: 
zhhobildren of the cnvetent AG. 3 1912); :Fromthence 
igis-evident; thafthg'childraiofgodly:Parents ftand: 1 

ina peculiar relatioiteneoGad,&tbattherefore'be: 
Wwikknotcaſktheiofexcept there: be. greateauſe: 
foil thi Not ſurely as\forig as they ſekbhim, rand. $i 
fretoreturn- cohin atid:ſerve himyzs525 <2: 5 

'$13-2Tbere are Tpetial promiſes belonging % ich ROW ; 
AtexNot only the Covenant in'genera};which: is, as)! 
Coo bf. glorions: promiſes; : Hut” 

here are pecullarPromiſes made'concerning thens; 
ereisa promiſe thatthey. ſhall'be bleſſed above 1} 
paar ayers Fo Plal: 'T Y2;152, | Blefſed is the man ther 
furnbrhe Loh bjſeed alt be ee Earth,the 
| Gene-/ 
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Rifng Generatied. 
Geheration' of-1he upright-ſball be'blefſed, And that ſac 
cellively from'one generation. taanother, Plak-io2, 
29. The childrewof hy ſexvants;ſhall continue, and theie 
feed ſhall be::eft abliſhed before: thee; In another-place, 
Davidiſpeaking conc-rning thechildrenof Godsſcr> 
vants,andithat-in the dayes of the:Meſſiah, faith; 
Seed ſhut} ſerve him, it ſhall 'be\acconnted: toube Lord fon 
£ecne#ation; P(al.22.30. :ifntimating that-the Lord 
will uptiod among the children of his peoplea.cer- 
tain namber:that thall beerenedas a race of Gods 
Children, And therefore'wethave a-promiſe: of 
converting grace to be beſtowed! on! ſuch children, 
Dent,$0;6; The Lord thy God will/tircumciſe thy bear 
avi: the heart of thy ſeed, There isa/ promiſe for graces 
as:well as to grace, as'to thoſe thathelong toithe e= 
lefion of grace, Circumciſion "of heart implyeth 
Regeneration which ispfomiſeq tothe Lords Ser- 
vantswithreſpeft'unto-their children, And: thats 
was 6ne-reaſoi Why theLordididofold appoint Cir-i 
cumeiſt-to beapplyed' tothe chiliren of his:peo=— 
ple, tharffo'this promiſe of-cgiwerting: grace ind6e! 
tifie to he yourhſated, might beſealed; FTheſams! 
thing'is promiſed, Bſai:44/30'F will pour my Sp#i6t 
upbn thy Seed, aud my bleſſing upon thine offeprins; "And? 
theLord hath'made'a- Miſes promiſe- of ſalvation” 
ts ſuch thildren, 'Tſai,49.25, 1 wil ſave thy childven;? 
Henceit'is-promiſed that the ſeed of the- Lofils Stp-® 
vants ſhall inbevit Sion. Pal.69.36. Which. word gh 
made'good in theſe dayes of the Goſpel, by giving? 
heaven to the children' of beleivers-as their everla= 
ſting-inheritarice. © -Now-albsit- theſe promiſes dvei 
net abſolutely reſpettall the children of eyery god 
ly mazonly theeteR amonglt: them; yet'they'are® 
generally agd' indefinitly-propounded; andithavis: 
ettoirgertient'as-fo- Parents topray for their'chit='1 
afor all oſthem,-avitwas to David, 1,Ghro? 


ming Þ &. 
V:De 


x 


.. pray before thee: And now Lord, thou arttbat. God that 


_ 2 
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A Call tothe 
O my God , thou baſt told thy ſervant, thou wilt build bim | 
. aw bouſe, therefore thy Servant bath found in his heart to 


___ 


Na > tf ADH ,cmcaa Ch: 


es As ai. A 
©, 


bafſt promiſed vbjs goodneſs to thy ſervant, naw. therefore | 
tet it pleaſe thee 10 bleſs the houſe ( i.e. the family and: * 
; Polterity ) of.thy Servant, that it may be before thee. for: 
ever; for thou blefjeft © Lord and it ſhall-be.blefed for. ' 
ever, _ So it is a wonderfiill encouragement .to the 
Children-of holy men ;:* to' ſeek untq- the Lord for; 
grace and Salvation-for'theriſelves, Fhe child ofa: 
zodly man may core before the Lord;and (ay, Lord. 
thou haſt promiſed to beſtow: grace, afid give eter-. 
aal bleſſings unto. thoſe that are: the cildren-of fuchi | 
as fear thy name,my Father, my Mother:thou know... | F< 
eſt did fear thy name, why then may; not that:pro-;_ | * 
miſe belong.tome 2 -. ES erCt need 
. 4s The cbildren of gadly parents are: the, ſubjets of. | 1 
much faithful prayers + David; prayed. earneſtly for. | © 
his:Son Solomon, -1/Chron,29.19.i% 22.16.-S0 did - |} 36 
matter of great encouragement, that prayer: is: go-. 
ing cefpecially the prayers of godly parents wil] doe- } Te. 
muchjn order to obtaining mercy far their children.; | ba 
For they have a great natural affection toward:their. | Cv 
children, which when it is ſantified,;maketh-them-. | dri 
to be the more earneſt with the Lord for them... : IF; | the 
a Child were to ask prayers for his life, lethim-de- - } Up 
Fe the prayers of his Father, ifhis Father be indeed . Ja.C 
one that bath an Intereſt in Heaver. It is faid in the; $car 
h Commandment, Honour thyFarh:r, and thy Moe Sian 
zber, that thy dyes may be long upon the Land mhich the Jane 
Lord tby God giveth thee, Exod 20.12, becauſe asfor - Yall 
dutiful Children, their Parents are engaged to. pray {  -4 
muchfor;them,. and by that means do lengthen-out-, $e 
their dayes. In the Hebrew it is, they ſhallprolong He 
2161. : ow Þþ3 - 


hh. aid 


We 
* I 


Riſong Gentr ation, 
+ | How ſhould they do it ?-[ þ] even by praying for” 
o | fbcir Poſterity, and bleſſing them in the Name - 
'; | of the Lord, and by that means' prolonging their 
e 4 ayes not only upon the Earth, but to Eternity 1n * 


The prayers of godly Parents havea great influence 


« | al,andeternal for.their Children, Abrahams pray- 
jr; | ers for Iſhmael prevailed fatr, and his prayers for - 


ra. | Iſaac prevailed further, Abrebam ſaid uno God, O 
rd. |. #48 Jſomael Ls hare before thee, and God ſaid, as for” 


ro, Iſhmael 1 have beard thee, bebold I have bleſſed him, but 
hi | my Covenant will Teftabliſh with I{aac,eſpecially if Pa- 
c.. 4} rentspray in faith. Asſometimes a'father hatha par 
ticular Faith for fuch a Child, As-tothole that have 


and made a bleſſing, 


rent can ſometimes ſay, fucha Child of mine, Chrilt. 


-n.; | bath bleſſed'him, yea, and he ſhall be blefſed for | 
eip.  $ ever. - Now this is a greatencouragement to Chi | 


dren, that Prayer and Faith hath-been acting for 


IF; them, Yea, that: a Stock of prayers hath been laid - 
2. Jup for them; Is-itnot a great encouragement unto ' 


ed . Ja Chi!d, when he can (ay, my gracious Father hath ' 
the. carried my Nanie-before God in ſecret many a thou- . 
foe; $fand time,evenevery day and night fince T was born _ 
the? into the world'2'certainly. theſe prayers ſhall not © 
for. Yall to the ground, . | Wane 9 | 
ray i 1 -5xSucb" Childrig bave bleſſed Examples ſet before 


out: Aben;: Now: that's: a great advantage. That wiſe " Senect! 
=_ Heathen :could ſays. plus vivitur exemplis quam pre- . 
ſo, |$*P's, Examples will do. more then precepts, upon * 


low ; 4 "_ «7 87S yoang 


Heaven, of which that Land of Canaan was a Type. ? 


w. | and Intereſt in obtainiag bleſſings temporal, ſpiritu- *_ 


| much communion with God, and know much ofhis ' 


4 mind, many times it is ſo, that a believing Parent ' 
can ſay,as for ſuch a Child 1know he ſhall be bleſſed 


I haveſurely prevailed with”. 
is. | God for him; As Iaac ſaid of Jacob, Gen.27.3 3; I 
bave bleſſed him, and be ſhall be bleg*d, fo a:godly P3- © 


Fa - | : 
_ young ones eſpecially. A Father that walketh with 
God may ſay.to his Children as Paul to the Corin-" 


thians, unto whom he was a ſpiritual Father, 1 Cor,' | 


4515,16, in Chrif# Teſus Thave begotten you through” 
#hs Goſpel, wherefore 1 beſeech you be yoit followers 0j- 
we. And again, Chap:11.1. Be you- followers of meg 
even as 1 alſo am of Chrift.So may a-Father that walk-' 


eth before God as he ought to-do; fay to his Chil } 


dren, obſerve my Example, and'-fylbw me as I fol- 


Jaw Chriſt, Or as the ſane Apoſtle ſaid to Timothy | 


#hou baft known my Dotrine and manner of tife, 2 Tim, 


3-10, Timothy was intimate with Paul, and theres } - 
fore doubtleſs knew more of his ſecret wayofwalks | 


ing and Communion with God, theti wasknown,or 
imagined: by the. World, ſo do ChiKren' obſerve 
more of their Parents:holy courfe of life;then othei's* 
do, which is no ſmall advantage, - A'Child'is' wite 
neſs of his Fathers Zeal, Faith, Patience ; he ſeeth 


thathis Father is conſcientious and holy, and much # 


in prayer to-God,' Now-what an advantage'isthis? 
He needs not 'g0 farrto fee how he onght to walk 
and pleafe God, for heſeeth it. beforethis eyes'every- 
day, by the Example and: Copy his'Fatier ſets be-" 
fore. him, , Moreover, it is great encouragement 
unto the Child of agedly Parent, when tie can think 


andſay, my'Father-did-ſerve God and the Lord ac- } 


cepted ofhim, therefore if I: ſerve! God, he will ac- | 
cept of me; My-Father did repent and'believe, and 
walk . in the ,way-of holineſs, God btefſed him and 


his Family ; therefore if I walkinthe ſteps ofmy'| 


Fathers faith, and obedience, tbe God'of my Fatber 
will bleſs me and mine forever,  ./ ©: Tis 
6: The Childrey'of wicked men fall under\beauy cure 


oF F- RCaltothe 4 
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- ſecand Thyeatnings ; therefore they-are godly-mens! 


| nm 


_ Children unto whom peculiar:encoutagements to! 
ſek the Lord doappertain ;. As for wicked tranſe! 


F1ſoug Gene C-. fo - 
eflors- they are curſed oeyonly:incbeir perſons 
ut in} their poſterity, even curſed in the fruit of 
their body, Deut.28,15. The bouſe (2. e, Children) 
of the wicked ſhall be overthrown, Prov. 14.11 . The 
Seed of evil doers ſhall never be revowned,prepare ſlaughs 
ter for bis Children, for the iniquity of bis Fathers,lfai, 
14-2221, 1t is true, that if a Child do unteignedly 
repent and turnta God, though:his. Zarents thould 
hayebeen never fo wicked, God, will accept of himz 


' The. repenting Son ſhall not be damned meerly for 


his Fathers iniquity, Zze&.18.14, But it is more 


. rare for ſuch Childrenever to repent; and if they - 


do not repent they ſhall be punithed for their Fa« 
thers and Mothers ſins as well as for their own, be- 
eauſe they juſtify them by doing like them. How 
many Examples are there recorded:in the Scripture 


\ of Gods puniſhing Children with their 'Parentsand 


becauſe of their fin ? So Achans Children, and Dae 
fhan's and Abiram's ; yea, millions of Children that 
wer2 drowned and damned with their curſed Pas 
rents in Noahs flood; and when Sodom and Gamor s 
Fah was deſtrayed, not only the Parents, but the 
Children periſhed, and now ſuffer together the 
yengeance of Eternal fire ; and was not-an expreſs 
charge given concerning the little ones of the Ama 


5 tekites, Midianites, &c, that they ſhould be de- 


ſtroyed with their Fathers ? thus doth the Lord re- 
eompence the iniquity of the Fathers into the bo+ 
fome of the Children. | 

7. We find inthe Scripture that the Cbildren of holy 
men bave been encouraged from this confederation, thas 
they- were ſo related io ſuch as bud @ ſpecial Interef# in 
God.--So Jacob, Gen. 31.5. The God of my Fathen 
bath beey with me, and ver.42, except ihe God of my 
Father and fear of Iſaac bad been withme,and Chap,32,. 
9 Facob ſait, OGodof my Farber Abraham, and God; 
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A Callto thi 


of my Father Iſazc, He was greatly encouraged if 
looking up to God from that very confideration,that tf. 
tie Lord was the God of his Father, and God of his 
Grand-Father, So Moſes, Exod.18.4. The God of 
-my Father was my help, and delivered me from the Sword | 
of Pharaoh, and David, Pſal.116-16, O Lord trufy 1 
an thy Servant ; I am thy Servant, the Son of thy Hand-- 
#4id. Inaſmuch as his mother wasa pretious'god-"i 
ly woman, he-was encouraged to plead his Intereſt | 
in God. So Solomon; 1 King.8.547.The Zord our God 
be with:us, as be was with our Fathers, let him not leave 
us nor. forſabeus, Inaſmueh as the Lord was their fa- 
thers God, Solomon and the Lords people with him 
had their hearts drawn forth to hope that he would 
be their God alſo, ſo as never to forfake them, And - 
Daniels heart was enlarged in giving praiſes to God 
fince he could ſay, 1thank thee O thou God of my Fa- 
#bers-who baſt given me wiſdome. Dan.2.23., 

Theſe things then make it evident that ſuch chils 
drenare unger peculiar encouragement to ſeek the 
Lord, >" 9g | 
' Hence #t is 4 great mercy to be borh 4nd brought np 
tnder godly Parents, Though ſome make a light 
matter of it, like Eſau that ſaid; what good ſhall this 5. 
birth-right doe me, he deſpiſed his.birth-right; but 
the things mentioned make 2t appear to he a mercy 
indeed. To be under the wing of the Covenant; 
* though butas to the external diſpenſation of it, is 
in it (elf a mercy, To have the means of grace 
vouchſafed, (which is ever wont to follow upon a ? 
covenant intereſt in God) is mercy: Wherefore the 7 
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Apoſtle having propounded that Queſtion, What aq- Þ - 


vantage bath the Few above the Gentile ? maketh An-' ; 
fwer, much every way, cbiefly in that to them 35 commit - | 
ted the Oracles of God. Rom.3.2, Next unto Chrilb; 
and the Spirit of-grace , the bleſſed Bible- is .theY 
great” 
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Rifing Generation. 
gr-ateſtgift that ever was beſtowed on the world; 
now this the children of godly Parents are' wont to . 
enjoy; Timothy being deſcended from a godly mo- * 
thet and grand-mother,even from a child knew the 
Scriptures, 2,Tim,3.15. To enjoy the word-and 
Ordinances of God publickly difpenſed is a great 
mercy; it is therefore mentioned as ſuch a eing 
as1s enough to make amends for many ſorrows an 
afflictions, Thine eyes ſhall bebold thy Teachers, 1fai.30 
20. This is wont to be the portion of godly mens 
Children, And to have the beriefit of private in- 
ſtruftions, admonitions, exhortations is a great 
mercy; Solomon confeſſeth that his Father and his 
* mother taught him good doctritte : Prov. 4.2. It 
was good becauſe for his everlaſting benefit and ad- 
\anrage, Nor are the chi!d:en of godly men with- 
out this benefit, Pſal,34.11. Ceme you children bear- 
ken unto me, and 1 ill teach you the fear of the Lord, It 
15a great mercy to be taughtand principled in the 
fear of God, and that betimes; tobe told of the e- 
vil of fin; the infinite danger of dying in a natural 
unconverted eftate, the neceſſity of obtaining an 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and to be direCted in the right 
. Way toSalvation, Alſo to be the fubjects of muck 
prayer is great mercy; itis mentioned concerning 
Solomon asa fpeciat favour God would vonchſafe 
to him, Pfal.92.15, Prayer ſhall be made for bim con- 
zinually, Thus concerning the children of the Lords 
people, the publick prayers of the Church reach 
them, and their godly par: nts are daily praying for 
them; fo that prayer is made for them continually. 
Moreover, fuch children experience outward bleſ- 
wy tg preſervations for their parents ſake, _ It 
1s faid Concerning him that feareth God, ### chil- 
4ren ſrall find a place. of Refuge, Prov.14.26. And, 
the Lord aid to Abrabam concerning Iſhmael, Gee. 
UE 27413 -* 


Wo. Ma- 21,13. 1 will make anationof him becauſe be #i thy ſeen: 
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» 


And God ſpared Solomon for his, Father David's 


Wl Zen. Iſrael Fake,-—1 King.11-34. Andas for Jehoramall his 


Children were deſtroyed fave one, and that: one had 
been cut off too, had it not been! for the reſpe& 
Which the Lord did-bear to his bleſſed, fore-Father. 
I Kng.8.19. Yea,and ſuch Children, hayeA greater |. 
bleding with that outward ſtate which God in his | 
Providence ſhall ſce meet ro.caſt upon them, then | 
the Children of wicked men uſually have ; Though | 
it may be they have not ſo much of. the World as 
ſome others, yet fince what they have was gotten | 
in a way of righteouſneſs, a bleſling cometh along 
with it ; for this cauſe David ſaith, A Izttle that a righ- 
THIN hath is better then the riches of many wicked, 
Plal. 37.16. DER OS, CH 

Hence we ought to nouriſh hope concerning ſuch Chils 
dren, and tbat above what can be ſaid withneſped unte 
the Children of other Parents, But. ſome one may 
objeUt and- ſay, have not good men bad Children; 
zodly men ungodly Children ? how then is there 
ground of hope with reſpect unto ſuch Children in 
peculiar wiſe ? Anſw, This is ſadly true ſometimes; 
the molt high to ſhew the Soreraignty of his.grace; | 
{ometimes chuſeth ſome ef the Children. off a; wick 
ed Parent, ahd refuſeth ſome of a godly Parent ;# 
Alſo to ſhew that it is not irithe power ef men to 
Eive grace, no not in the power of godly men, {0 
much as to their own Children ; ſometimes ſuch 
Children prove very unlike unto their. godly 
Parents. It was therefore faid to Samuel, tby Sous 
Ag n0t walk. inthy wayes, 1 Samy$,5, And that pros: 
phane Febojakm how unlike was he to. his;;bletfled} 
Father Foſsab? It.is noted concerning; ſofiab; that - 
when the word of God was read to him,..he ren&! 
- his Clothes; humbled himſelf, and was afraid of the; 
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Lords holy diſpleaſure ; but Feboja4jnt after three & 


Foun leaves mere read, he took bis yen.bnife, and eu the 


| Follin pieces, and burnt it in the fire; be.was not: afraid; 


TR 


OP 


. Adonijak; .the Scripture.taketh-notice obit, th 


or-rews his garments, Ter.26:23:24: Yet thisi3 fury 
ther to be added and conſidered;that when the:Qhil; 
dreg of good men are unhke-their Parents in; grace 


- and hohneſs, 1t proceeds not fromany unfaithfulneſs 


in the blefſed God as to his: Covenant with ſuch Bay 
rents, oF with their Children, for- -- + _; 7 
F, Viſually iti ſame evill in ſueh-parents (though 
ojtherwife -godly) which the Lord'doth niſh, in 
their children, - ' Either they are not ſo diligent in 
teadhing and inſtructing them as they ought: to bez 
Fwemyſt pdge all thoſe parents ungodly- whoſe 
ctuldrenare miſerably inftrafted, I am certain thag 
many amongit us, who have a'name to live, -and 
would be thought to have the- root of themarter-in 
themz. will hexfound amongſt- the- ungodly,/:.,On 
Parents are ſinfully indulgent towards: their..chls 
Aten;-ſo was Eli; ind-ed he inftracted them,: tald 
them of theevit of thoſe wayes they walked inzand 
exhorted them to reform, but he corrected agdires 
ſtraitied them not; 1faac was too indulgent towards 
bis-profarie Efau; ſo was David towards: Abfalouy 
that. afterwards praved a Rebel, riſingup in; 2rms 
againſt hisown' Father; and he did-ſfinfully indy 


"TL 


Fathir þad not diſpleaſed bill #t' duy thne in ſaying-1mly 5. -- 1 
haſt thtudoire ſo? 1 King.1.6:' 'No:wonder he came”. . > 
toſuch an pnhappy end, for. uſually fuck childrea , |. ., 


arefirit or lat.a ſhame. to-the; Father that begat 
them,and:bitterneſsto the mather that bare them, 
Orit-may;be parents doenot pray and believe: for 


' theirchildren as they ought to doe; God inthuscala. 
fometiines ſaith: unto parents, according $0 your 


1-1 (- 


flithbeit doneuntoyou. If you pray much, and 
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| bis other children were not loſt; they might all goe 


 [c]v.Ful Bemare already with Chriſt, and the other (I bleſs 
II fling of BS'tame)arem'Chfiſt. © And. I have read [c] off 
If Scrigtures enewhs held much communion with God,that ones 


appear in all his Children, 155.68 
- > 3. "God is wont to remember: and eftabliſh-high 
covenant with fame-of the children of his Serv 


AC all ro the 


believe much for your children, 'you ſhall obtain{ 
much mercy from the Lord for them. Pſal.33. laſt;} 


2 Many times the children of godly men are like 


their parents, In ſome godly Familyes all the chil-f* 
drenof the family.are made partakers of convert- 
ing ſaving grace,So if Jacobs Family ; there is rea-f. 


fon fo believe that his twelve ſons did repent before Þ- 


they died, and that they-are now 'in heaven, conſide- 
ring that they were 'Types of the Eleft of God, and 


their nanies were written upon the- hreaſt of the # 
high prieſt, when 'he entred inte-the Holy off 


Holyes. 'So conc=xning Johs children; the' Scrip-| 
ture * ſaith,” that after the dEath of his children 


and the" loſs of hiseftate, the Lord gave Job twice - 
as mich as he had before, yet he had hut ten chil-F 


dren after that, which was the number. he 'had be- 
fore, wherefore Interpreters probably conthide that 


La 


"I 
bp”, 


toheayen notwithſtanding the ſad'and ſudden-deathi 
which -befel them. : And experience: confirmeth 
the truth of this, we ſee that in ſeme families God 


fs pleaſed to beſtow converting grace upon all the} 


children therein; eſpecially if their parents be very 
much-1n-prayertoGod for them. remember I once} 
heard an holy praying-man ſay, my 'father had fix 
ahiteren, and they are all either with Chriſt, or in 
EbrmM; and he hath/given-meſix children, : three 0 


faidto an intimate friend; 7 have this day abtaines 
ercy from God not only for my ſelf, but for all mine,and 
evident figns of regenerating grace didafrerwards 
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Rifrug Generation: 


tain however; if notto all, yet with ſome of them, It 
laſt;} is commonly ſeen thatas for wicked Parents though 
likej they have many Children they areall ungodly like 
hil-F* £1eir Parents ; but it is ſeldome known thatif a god= 
ert-F ly. ou hath many Children that they all prove 

| wicked ; 

4 


-: =» +3 
9 


rea-b firſt or latt God cotiverts ſome of them, If 

fore Þ- there be an 1ſhmaelin Abrahams Family, there is 

ide-f. allo an Iſaac; if there be an Eſau in Iſaac's Family, 

and}: there 1s alſo a Jacob ; if there be an Abſalom in Da- 

the} vids Family, there is alſo a Solomon ; nor ought we 

- off to doubt, but that Nathan and many more of Da- 

rip-| - vids Children are now itt Heaveh, albeit three of 

ren} them periſhed. - 

vicel- 4. If the Lord caſt ofthe imniediate Seed, he re- 

hil-} members his Covenant to others that are more re. 

be-F mote. Eſau was hated, yet itis conceived by leart- 

hat} ed men that Fob and his godly frientls were of Iſaacs [d]oetgs 

poek poſterity by Eſau, Samuels ſon Foel was not like ns diſp 4s: 

ath is Father, but his grand-child Zeman waSan exte]- Gentil; I 

eth} lent Prophet like his bleſſed grandsFather ; yea, and 102 {, 

308] many of Samuels great grand=Childr:n, were faith- 3» OUR 

the} ful Miniſters iti the houſe of God, 1 Chron;6.33,and 

ery} 25-56. The Lord hath ſometimes caſt off a few ge. 

nce# nerations, and yet at laſt remembers his Covenant 

fix} made with bleſſed Anceſtors ; Jer.31;17. There j 

* in} bope inthine end, (h,e. as to after generations there 

'O by ak ſaith the Lord, tbat thy Children ſhall rome agin 

leſs} 10their own border. There is then cauſe to nouriſh 
of# hope concerning ſuch Children ; there is fo with re- 

nee} ſpe to ſucceeding generatiqns.in News England ; 

ned beit there.is doleful degerieracy appearing in the 

nd of this generation, andino man can fay, but that 
ds the body of the preſent geiieration will periſh both 

-4j temporally and eternally, yet there are fome that 

high the Lord will remember his Covetiant with; evena. 

1t remnant according to EleQtion that ſhall befaved; 

___7- C 2 We 


: f Call to the 
We may ſay of New-Englands Children (many of 


however the caſe may be with them at the preſent, 
b they ave beloved for their Fathers ſake, Rom.11.28. 
Wiſe 3. -, Hence Parents ſhould be careful how they apjj-ove 
i themſetyes He their poor Childrens ( as well as for their 
own) ſake, There areeſpecially three things that 
Dn? ſhould be eareful about for their Childrens 
5 =_ 


As David ſaid to his ſon. Solomon, 1 Chron,28.20, 


Can, upon good grounds ſay, the Lord 3s my God, you 


Children, If you be indeed righteous in the fight 
of God, it will be your poor Childrens advantage ;' 
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have 1not ſeen the righteoxs forſaken, nor bis Seed beg- 
ging bread. ' But if you be unconyerfed, and Chrut- 
leſs, what 
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what a cafe are your Childrenin * That if they 
be il any diſtreſs, they bave a Father that carmot' 
pray for them, or if he do,hjs prayers fin&no accep= 
tance with. God, becaule "thzy proceed from one 
that hath,-not an intereſt in Heaven; Remember” 


Hat Seripinre, Deut.5.29. O that there were ſuch aw 
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el Les eeMy (5 with their Cbildres for ever; plainly intimating that* 
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Fob: 
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#, primitive better for it ; Yea, let me tell you, that then if any* 
1 preice of of them. dye in their Infancyes, [e] you need not: 
199 rf entBap- doiht of their Salvation, Deut.30.19., Thou znd thy 
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+ to a Covenant of life, if they never break that Co-" 


i, That they be in a ſtate of grace themſelves; | 
that they have a ſfpecial-and ſaving Intereſt in God; | 


The Lord God,even my God will be with thee ; So if your | 


may the better hope that he will be with your 


Pal. 37.25. 1 bave been young, and" now am old ; yet | 


WO beart in them, that they would fear me, and keep allmy 
"i Commandments alwayes, that it might be well with them, -| 


; Mi whifton's jf Parents truly fearGod,their children ſhall fare the' | 


kt ms, Seed ſhallive. God having taken your Childrenin- 


- 


them )as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh concerning the Jews, |. 
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venant, ſhall they not live for ever ? yea, they ſhalf'} 
live for ever, . 2, Parents-} 


4 —_c $2 nd 0 ve jap} PY, enpe fwd wad » toe” dies. ©. WF TU EO INIT. I OS CONE IPNILY 


ro/ing Generation. 
2, Parents ſhould be careful what opinions they 


embrace. For oftentimes the poiſon of q 'corrupt 0- 


pinion in the Father proveth banzful to the Child ; 
As Naamans Leproſy went down from Generation 
to Generation, ſo the plague of ſpiritual Leproſy'in 
the Head,is ſometimes propagated from the Father 
to the Son, | | Pet 
2. Parents ſhould be careful of their converſati- 
on ;- becauſe their Children are apt to follow their 


Example, efpecially in that which is evil, _ As it's no 


ted of Ahaziah, that he walked in the-way ofhis-Fa- 
ther and of his Mather, 1 King.22.52, And of thoſe”. 
{uperſtitious perſons, 2 King.17, 41, They ſerved 
their graven Images, both their Children, and thejr Chil- 
f#rens Children ; as did their Fathers, fo do they,'to this 
day, Ifthe Father follow ſuperſtitions ax prophane 
practices, it is moſt likely that the Children will do 
ſo-too ; Therefore you that are Parents, in the fear 
of .Gad.look to it, that you do not ſcandalize your 
Children by.anevil Example ; If your Children ſee 
you in drink ſometimes, will not they bedrepkards 
too ? If they hear you ſwear, will not they ſwear al- 
ſe ? if they ſee you careleſs in the obſervation of the 
Sabbath, will.not they likewiſe be guilty ofSabbath- 
breaking ? And if they ſee you live in the negle& of 
-holy-duties, no prayer inthe Family, how Thall they 
be ſeekers of God ? It will be a wonder if ſuch Chy- 
dren do not prove Athieſts, that are broughtyp.in 
Familyes,. where. they never ſee any.prayer, 'or_ ac- 
knowledgement of God, O think with your ſelves, 
if you that are Parents ſhould any of: you periſh, 


. and,your miſerable Children follow. you tohel', wow [7] See 


wall they.curſe you there ? Tf thy Children' peri 


. through thy evil Example,. they will follow;thee tp tox of 
 anddown in the ever burningLake, crving out, [f | walking 
| - Woe tous, that ever we were born of fuch Pa; 
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USE, 4, Made of Iron finews. 


A Call tothe 
that had no grace to teach us the wayes of God, and 


_ Teadusin the paths of godlineſs ; If you that were | 
i Our Parents, had diſcharged your duty towards us, |, 
| we might have been in the ſoyes of Heaven, but | 
- now our damned Souls mult live oe ever in theſe | 


' everlaſting flames; Thus wilt thou hear thine own 
Children yelling in thine Ears, world without end; 
Canſt thou think of this, and thy heart not break ? 
then thy heart isan Adamant, and thy heart ſtrings 

Of Exhartation, 

T. Let godly parents that are here before the 
Lord this day, fuffer the word of Exhortation, Do: 
youendeaupur 30 the utmoſt of your power, that your chil- 
dren may become ſeekers and ſervants of the only true God 
in Feſus Chrift, And indeed when you preſent them 
to the Lord in Baptiſm, you promiſe to doe 
your utmoſt, that they may become faithfull Ser- 
vants of that God who is Father,Son and Spirit; take 
heed that you doe not become guilty of violating 


that Ingagement, God hath committed Children}, 


unto you, that ſo-you might bring them up for him, 
The children which thou haft borne unto me, Ezek.16,! 
20, If a man had the children of a Prince or great 
man committed to his care and charge 
on, would he not be carefull about that matter ? It 


| 


r educati-f: 
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» 


is a ſolemn thing, which it may be you have not 
duly confidered, that the great Gad hath entruſted 
you with thoſe that are his children, that ſo you 
may nurſe them up for him : O then bring them uy 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. It y 
not enough for Parents to ſerve the Lord them 
ſelves, but they muſt uſe utmoſt endeavours thit 
after they are dead, their children may walk in tit 
wayes of God, , - And if they be duly carefall 
that matter, they bave reaſon to expeR, that Gol 
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riſing Generation, 


will remember and eſtabliſhhis covenant with their 
Children. _ For it is noted concerning Abraham, 
$hat his care was that his Family after bin (viz, af- 
ter he ſhould ceaſe to be in the world) might 4eep 
the way of the Lord, and ſo did the Lord bring: upon 
him the thing which he had ſpoken, and graciouſly [gJ 
promiſed with reſpe& to Abrahams poſterity,, And See Av. 
in ſpecial you that are mothers have a great advan Firmins 
mge put into your hands, 'to be inſtilling [g} good real Cbri- 
principles into your childrens ſouls betimes; 'Solo- ftjen.p.s. 
mons mother taught him : we doe not read that | 
Abſaloms and Adonijahs mother taught them, as 
Bathſheba did her ſonSolomon,And it 1s not for no- 
thing, that when children have proved thus or ſo, 
particular notice is taken in Scripture, that ſuch. or 
ſuch were their mothers; Rehoboam did not prove 
well, and it is noted that his mother was an Ammo- 
niteſs. - On the other hand, Hezekiah,-Jehoſha- 
phat, Joſtah were eminent Servants of God, and the 
Scripture doth mention who were their mothers. 
Othen you that are mothers ſhould endeavour that 
your Children (as Zuther ſpeaketh)may ſuck in Re- 
ligion from their mothers/breaſts, | , 
And let all godly parents earnefty ſeek unto the 
Lord for their poor children : You ought to doe [o 
daily and particularly,and by name before the Lord 
and thus ſhould you doe every day 2 aswe read cont 
cerning Job, that he offered burnt offerings for his - 
Children, according to the number of them a#, thus did 
Fob continually, Job, 1.5. Remember that you are 
untler peculiar enhcouragemeat ſo to doe : if the 
Children of godly parents have ſpecial encourage- 
ment to ſeek the Lord, then the ſame thing mult, 
needs be true cancerning ſuch parents themſelves, 
with reſpe& to their Children. And it is eminent+ 
I; true with reſpet tothe children olNep-Joghend 


—_ 
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8 »4Callto the + 


Jnamuch as they-are the poſterity of 'fuch as haye 
been {ufferers on the account of the name and triith } 
.of the Lord: Jeſus, ' Are'not ſuch parents pronoun | 
.ced blefled twice over ? Mat.5.11, 12, even bleſ- | 
:&ed in theniſclves, 'and in. their poſterity 2 Who 
:-knoweth-but God may. remember the” kindnefs df | . 
'the fathers in 'thefe. Churches (who followed hith | 
intothis wildernefs whillt it was a'land'not ſown) 
unto their children after them ? Plead it with the 
- | Lord; ifvou that be godly:parents lay:up-atock of | 
_ prayers foryourchildren,it may ſtand thenyin more 
. tead then if you thould' leave: theminever ſuch an, 
-inheritance, as to: the 'things of the world, whetr 
yonaredead your prayers ſhall live, There is many 
a child whoſe father and mother isnow in'heaven, 
-thatfareth the better, and will doe ſo/for ever, on 
-the account of prayers made for hit by ' his bleſſed 
-parents while they were im this world,” - And this 
Further let meſay for your encouragement, 'that if 
.the Lord ſtirup your hearts'to be importunate with | 
*him, for your children, it 15a'fhgn that God intends | 
-mercy to them, "That inſtance of Monzea; Auſtins 
.gracious mother is known and famous; when ſhe | 
made her complaint and wept toa faithfll Miniſter | | 
\ *.- *- *,, becauſeher ſon did for the preſent 
[h] vaſe ame (inquit) i- | follow ungodly courſes'and Compa- 
- 24wvivas, Fieri'non poteſ® nions; [h] Be of good comforts (ſaid 
at filins iſftarum Lachri- that holy man) for it cannot be rhata Þ 
. marum pereat, Auguſt. Child of ſo manyprayers andtears ſhoull | 
 Confeſſ, Z,3.Cap,12, Feriſh. ; _—_ Z 
- a ; Say not; Oh ! but 'T' have prayed, | 
and yet ſee no anſwer to my prayers! Well/butcon- | 
tine ſeeking to the Lord ſtill; defpair not of a 
F6od anſwer at laſt, That' famous Mr. Rogers df | 
Dedham, would ſometimes ſay, If I ſee *q- child that 
' biathepber aGodly father or a godly mother; her 
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Riſini Generation. | 
bope for bim & long time, but if he bath a godly Father 
iand Mother to, The never leave bopine for bim until T 
Jee him turned off the Gallows, 

_ 2, Let tye direft my -Exhortation to the' Children 
-of Godly parents : There are many ſuch that hear 
. -me'this day : Beyou exborted to know and ſerve and 
feekthe God of your Fathers. 
4] \* 'Confider therefore, 

I. That'the Tord 5 your Fathers God. Know the 
God of thy Father, ſaith David, Prov.27.10. Forſake 
*not thy'Fatbers friend, And wilt thou forſake thy fa- 
-thets'God, who is the belt friend that ever thy Fa- 
*ther had ? Children are loth' to part with other 
\things becauſe they were their Fathers; As Naboth 
:fajd-concerning his vineyard, God forbid that I ſhould 
part with the inheritance of my Farber, 1 King.21.3. 
{The Lord was the inheritance of thy Father, and 
"wilt thou let goe thy intereſt in him? Remember 
'and conſider that Scripture,-Exod,15.2. The Lord is 

. | my Fathers God, and Iwill exalr bim. So ſay thou, the 
' Lord is my Fathers God, and therefore I will fear & 
-feek and ſerve him, | 

' | Conſider, 2. The good©& benefit that will follow 
#pon a ſincere ſeeking to the Lord. | If there were no- 
thing more to be ſaid, but only this, it ſhould” be'a 
prevailing Motive, viz. That then your parents wHl 
have joy in you; A wiſe ſon (4. e. a godly ſon) ma- 
keth a glad father. The Apoſtle John hath ſuch an 

* expreſſion as this, / have no greater joy than to bear that 
-mychildren walk in the truth, 3.Jok.4. Nor is there 
any greater joy toa godly:Father, then to-ſee truth 
« of grace in his children; this comforts him more than 
" to fee that his Children are become rich or great in 
'theworld,Know alſo for your encouragement; that: 
«If yon feek unto the Lord with your whole heart, He 
» | © Wl bs found: of you ; Yea, though your fipsand 

boge. | JEL hgh, | OD pro- | 
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yYocations have been never fo great: was there ever 


a greater Sinner then Menaſſch, the ſon- of bleſſed 


Hezekiah, Tet when be beſougbt the Lord bis God and 


humbled himſelf greatly before the Godof | bis. Fathers, | 
.and prayed unto him, be was entreated of him, 2,Chro- | 


33+12,13. O think of it , you that, though the chil- 
dren of holy parents, have been hainous finners be- 
fore the Lord, ſeek him ſincerely, and he will par- 
don all your ſtns, and fave your ſoals . from eternal 


death, I. remember I have read concerning the- 
.[z] Emperour 0thsthe 24. that having a fon whoſe 


name was Zzitolpyan haughty young man, that re- 


| belled againſt his Father, and for ſafety betook him- 
ſelfto the City of Mentz, which being hbefeiged by - 
| the Emperour, Zuztolp fled to another place; and 


en a day when his Father was in the field, his ſan 


unexpectedly came. -to him and kneeling before ' 
- us father, humbly begged for pardon, with tears 
- acknowledging his offences,and that he was worthy | 
.ofa thouſand deaths; but if it would pleaſe him to |. 
-give him his life, he ſhould ever be a loyal and obe- 


dient ſon for the time to come ; preſently his Fq- 


Subject and dutifull Son, How much more will 


_ the bleſſed God pardon. you, and accept. you into his 


favour, all your Rebellions notwithſtanding , if in- 


- Reed you hurably and fincerely feek nnto him ? Yea 


and God will bleſs you when yodr Parents ſhall he 


; taken from you; he will then be a father to you. 
. Pfal,25.10. When my Father and my mother forſake me, 

the Lord will take me up, viz, as a tender. hearted fa- | 
ther taketh up his child into his'arms, and beareth; 

. him in his doſome, lr is therefore ſaid concerning 


< 


the juſt man, that bs Children are bleſſed after bin, 


.thers bowels yerned over him, and he reſtored |} 
.that-prodigal fon to his former place and dignityes, 
. who ever after approved himſelfas became a loyal 


riſing Generation. 
Prov. 20,7 And Jacob told his Sons that though he 
died, God, would be with ' them, Gen.48.21, It'is- 
alſo noted concerning Iſaac, that God bleſſed bm af- 
ter the death of bis Father Abraham, Gen: 2<.11, 
Not but that the Lord bleſſed him before that, only 
after his Fathersdeath, the bleſſing ofthe Lord was 


upon him more then ever, 


Conſider, 23.-The evil that is in your not ſeeking the 
Lord. What a grief of mind will this be toyour 
godly Parents? The Father of a fool hath no joy, 
Alas ! there is many a poor parent may ſay to their 
Children, as Jephtah upon another acconnt ſpake to 
his daughter, Judg;11.35, &e vent bis cloatbes, and 
ſaid, alas my daughter, thou baft brought me very low, 
thou art one of them that trouble me, by ſhould you 
bring your Parents down with ſorrow to their 
gZraves'? How did it go to the heart of David,when 
Abſolom dyed, and was cntoff in his ſins? 2 Sam,18, 
33. He was much moved, and as be went, thus be ſaid, 
O my Son Abſolom, my Son, my Son Abſolom, would God 
I had dyed for thee, O Abſolom, my Son, my Son. As if 
he had ſaid, had I dyed, my Soul had been happy, 


. but now thou art-dead, I have no other hope but 


that thy Soul is ſuffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire. Remember that this will aggravate your fin, 
and condemnation, that you were born of godly 
Parents, and' did not walk in their ſteps, Jer.50.7: 
They /aned againſt the hope of their Fathers ; it ismen- 
tioned as the great aggravation of their ſm, Such - 
Children roll reproach upon the Covenant of God ; 
they cauſe men to ſay, there is nothing in heing in 
Covenant with God, ner is it any. mercy to be born 
of Parents that fear the Lord;And will not the Lord 
Judge you for cauſing ſuch a vile reproach to becaft 


+ upon hisholy Covenant 2 you will be moſt inexcu- 
_ fable before the Lord another day xy 1fa righteous 


man 


A Call to the 


; Aulterer, ſhall he live? he ſhallnot live, but dye, 
.-and his blood ſhall be upon him, Ezek.18-16,13, 


brought in as ſo-many witneſſes for thy condemna- 


hell-bura the more vehemently upon thy Soul, 
throughout the dayes of Eternity ; The Lord will 
Caft thee off for ever ; Thy.Father that begat thee,thy 


+ day. Remember Dives ; In hell he lift up his eyes 
-. being in Torments, and cryed, Father Abraham ! 


ber that in thy life time thou badft thy good things; As if 
he had ſaid, nay, thou art juſtly.dealt with, So will 
thy Parents fay to-thee, Remember that in thy life 


{el given to thee many a time, but thou wouldeſt 
-Rot regard it. Ohconfider of it | yea know, that if 
thou dyeſt inthy fins, thy godly Parents will ſtand 
forth,& teſtifie againſt thee,before theLord Jeſus,at 
Fl. -the laſt day;As that blefled man' Mr, Bolton, would 
Fe) See - ſometimes ſolemnly-profeſs to hisChildren,fk] Chil- 
Fi 21r. Bol. dren, let any of you meet me at the day of Fudgement , in 


i 
4 


_ teflifyagainf# you before the Lord. Yea, thy graciqus 


read inthe bogk of Revelation, how:.the Saints ſay, 
- Hallelujah, our God hath: judged the;great whore, 


hs , CHEE 


man-heget aSon that becometh a Robber, or an A- | 


| Thebloo&of thy Soul ſhall be upon thy own head. 
All the in{trnftions, Exhortations, Admonitions, | 
. Prayers, Examples of thy godly Parents, wHl be. 


have mercy on me ; but all the mercy his Father 
Abraham would ſhew to him,was,heſſaid,Sox,remem- | 


time we inſtructed thee, and thou hadſt good coun- * 


F871 2025 life, an unregenerate Chriftleſs eſtate if you dare, 1 will then 


- [tion at the laſt day ; yea, the tears of thy bleſſed Pa- |} 
rents will be as oyl te make the everlaſting flames of |' 


Mother that bare thee, will not pitty thee when | 
thou ſhalt be ſentenced to eternal Death at the laſt | 


Parentswill joyn with the Lord Jeſus, in paſſing a- ; 
; Sentence of Eternal Condemnation upan-thee 5 We }. 
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Righteous are his Judgements, and when the lingke | 
| ES 


Ly 7 Js 
& 


ET OY —_— Y _ [_ 


| 
n A. 
dye, 


»1I3, | 


2ad;. 
ONs, 


| be 


f 


| 'Ifa Tempta 


#ifing Generation; 
ofher Torment roſe upfor ever and ever; they war= 
ſhipped God, and ſaid, Amen, Hallkelnjah; Even ſo, 
when the Son of God ſhall ſay to thee, depart thou 
| curſed wretch into Everlaſting Fire, thy Father wilt 
ſay, Amen, Lord Feſus | This is the Son, this is the ' 
daughter, that 1 ſo often inftruted and warned,and” 
told them if they did not repent of fin, and get an 
 mtereſt in Chriſt, they ſhould certainly perith for” 
' ever, but they would not hear, therefore let thy Ju-: 
ſtice be glorified for ever m their eternal confufhon; 
Q what an heart haſt thou, ifthis break-it not ? Ne- 
verthelefs, 
Conſider, 4, There are many Children of godly Pa= 
| YeMuts 10 be ſeen, that do 1ot-ſeek the Lord God of they 
Fathers: Yea, how many ſuch are therein News 
England, that are nof of their Fathers principles F. 
2tion ſhould come it is to be feared, that 
the greateſt part of this Generation would comply; ' 
and diſown that cauſe which their Fathers ſuffered. 
for, How many that are not of their Fathers Spirit ;* 
| not heayenly minded,but purſuing worldly Intereſts” 
| with their whole hearts ; Nor zealous for God, and 
kis glory, but lukewarm and wofully indifferentit 
| the matters of Religion; Nor in praQtice'and con-- 
' verſation like their Fathers; Not of an holy girt' 
converfation;but fooſe and vain, & yile and vitious ;' 
Swearers, Gameſters, given to rioting aud dranken- 
| nefs, Chambering and wantonnefs ! Nay, how ma-' 
| ny are there before the Lord in this Congregation, - 
| that never fought the God of their Fathers, evento 
this day 7 Some that neyer prayed intheir lives, op 


|. 


- |* never inearneſt ; You Children, it may be you ſay 


a prayer, a few words that you have been uſed to, 
but are you ir earneſt ? do you cry to God asfor 
your lives? do you take the Kingdome of Heaven 
by violence 7 Obut few fuck ! | - 
We Conſider 
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found, call upon htm while he isnears 


ACalltothe © * 
 Confid>r,-q 


'. You know »0t hot» ſoon jour finding 
time may be paft and gone,thereforenow ſeek the Lord; 
up and be doing, leit thy Sun go down at Noon,and 
God mak? the day dark over thy Soul. Dot not 
thou know that the Lord uſe th to make quick work 
with the Children of his Servants, when they will 
not ſeek him, albeit they have h2en brought up un- 
dzr the ſolemn warnings of God ? It may be he will 
give thee up toa reprobate ſenſe, and his Spirit for 
ever ceaſe |triving with thee ; then woe woe be to 
thee, faith the Lord. Remember hex it was of old : 
when the Sons of 50d, (even the poſterity of godly 
Seth) 'the poſterity of eminent profeſſors of Religi- 
en, did degenerate, God ſaid bjs Spirit ſhall ftrive no 
Jonger with th:m, Genz6.3. my Spirit ſhall not alwayes 
frive. Ordeath may come upon you ; How many 
young men that have fallen down ſlain of late ? The 
Sword is raging, and how are they that are of the rj: 
ſong Generation numbred for th: Sword?*Deadly Arrows 
are flying over your heads,yea,death is climbing in at . 
windows, and carrying away young men apace; now 
if death overtake thee before thy Soul be got into 


the City of refuge,it had b2en good for thee never to | 


have been born, It will be too late to ſeek the Lord 
then ; If thou ſhouldeſt then ſeek him early, thou 
canlt not find him ; When once the gates of death are 
ſhut upon thee, and thou locked faſt under the bars 
of the pit ; When once thy Soul is out of thy body, in 
2a moment it ſhooteth the Gulfof Eternity, and then 


. 


Earth ſhakes, and pray, and weep Seas of tears of 


blood all will be in vain, O thy Sonl,thy Soul muſtly { 


weltring in a fiery Ocean,as long as the EternalGod 
ſhall have any Being ! Can thy heart endure to think 
of this ? No! O then ſeek the Lord while he may be 


though thou : ſhouldeſt ſeek and cry till Heaven and, | 
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Rifng Generation, 


Something let me (; peak by way of DireQion-briefly; | 


1, Be thank full to the Lord in that be bath given youto 
be born of godly parems : in that you have been (as 
David ſpeaketh) caſt upon the Lord from the womb 


And he hath been your God.from your mothers bet+ _ . 


ly. Pſal.22.10. You might have been born of ſuck 
Parents as would have rurſed you up in ignorance, 
profaneſs or idolatry, and ſo your fouls have been 


under a neceſſity of periſhing for ever,but the;Lord - 


hath given you to be of parents that have defigned 


you for God,and for his glory. Yea it, wasfor your. . 
fakes eſpecially that your Fathers ventured theie. 


tives upon the rade waves of the vaſt Ocean,. Was 


It not with reſpec unto poſterity, that our Fathers . 


came into this wilderneſs ? that they might tram up 


A generation ;for Chriſt :: Blefs Gcd that ever you 


had ſuch 


2.Plead & Lords gaciousCovenent with bim,he 1s ve; 


ry willingthat you ſhonld doe ſo: As, me concerning 
my ſors and con eerning the work of my hands commndye 
me,Iſa45.11, You ſay you cannot give graceto.your 
own Souls, True ! But hath not the Lord in the Co- 
venant of grace ſaid, / will give you a netv heart, Ezek.; 
36.26, Plead that Promiſe, you eſpecially thathaye 
kad the Covenant ſealetl to' you; why ſhould youlet 
your Baptiſm lye by you, as if itwere of no nſe ?Go 
to God in ſecret, and ſay, Lord -thou ha{t promiſed. 
togivea new heart to the children of thy Servants, 
& thy Covenant hath been ſealed to mein my Ba 
tiſm; Oh give me a new heart; 

3. Doe not reſt inany thing that is external : Notin 
your relation to godly parents,& viſible relation to 
God on that account; it:is not your parents ſeeking, 
unto God will ſave yay, except you ſeek. him your 
ſelves alſo. Did not the Lord ſay to the children of 
Ifrael,, Are. ye not as the children of Ethiopians un- 
* me ? Amos. 9.7. Fhey 


z2” 


"on. 


A Call tothe 

They vainly truſted, that no deſtruftion ſhaildeves 
come upon them, becauſe they were deſcended from 
bleſſed Anceſtors, You may be as far from eternal falva- 
tion as the Children of Ethiopians for all that, if you do 
not ſerve the God of your Fathers. Therefore John Baps 
tilt ſaid, Thins not toſay; we have Abrabam for our Father, 
Math:3.y. have kno-n fome that have been ſo fooliſh 
as to think they Thould be ſaved, only becauſe they were 
the Children of godly Parents, though they lived in the 
negtetof God,t of their own Souts, Beware of {oa per- 
verting' the Truth delivered unto you, And reſt.not int 
being outwardly civit and blameleſs ; was not Paul ſor 
before his Converſion, Phil.3.6. And they that have 


beerradvantaged with a religious Education,oftentimes | 


are ſo, though never truly convert:d, Beware alſo of 
taking up form of godlineſs without the power of itg 
O you. that are the Children of godly Parents, 1f yout 
outwardly obſerve the Sabbath day, and pray'irt ſecret; 
andread the Scriptures, ( all which things I charge you 
in the Name of the Lord, that you'attend unto then 
whilſt you live) you will he apt to reſt here, without .an. 
intereſt in the glorious Righteouſheſs. of the:Son- of 
God, but for the love 6f your immortal Souls, I beſeech 
you; deceive not your ſelves; build not 'upon a falſe 


oundation, look to it, itn the fear of God, that your | 


Heatts be perfe@before-him. Pride edt he iy 
44. Never leave ſeeking God until you find bim > Seck,and 


. © Seek, and Seek again,untillyou know that you have ob4 
tained a ſaving intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and in the favor 
.. of God through him, O' make thorough work of it in/ 


the matter of your Converſjon;' be not almoſ-but ajtee. 


% 


.© gether Chriſtians; ſo ſhall you find that the» bleſſing of |. 
all the Prayers, and Covenant of your gracious Parents | | 
"ill come upon you foreyermore, a 
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A Diſcuwſe 


Concerning the Danger of 


FAPOSTASY.Z 


Eſpecially as to thoſe that are the Children *? 
and Poſterity of ſuch as have been 
eminent for God in their 
Generation* 


Delivered i ina wake p- preached in the Audi- 
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there. 
- CY 
By INCREASE E MATHER, 
Teacher ofa Church in Boſton in New-England. * 


by * 
IS 
Jer.23.28. Ze. that bath my word, let bim ſpeak, " 5b 

. word faithfully, 

1 Tim.e,21. 1 charge thee before God, and, the Lord £ 
Feſus Chriſt, and the gle# Angels, that thou obſerve” 
theſe things, without preferring one before anather, 
doing nothing by parnaltty, 

Tit.2.15, Theſe things ſpeak, and _ and rebuke 

with al Autbority, 


$4 
: 
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To the Reader, 


Pe Title-Page prefixed to this Diſcourſe, ini- 
a terbobs Time and Occaſion of its delivery 
| Thad noexuſe to (nor did 1) exp:3t, that it would 
fall to my1ot 10 ſpeak, before the choice was made; If I 
bad, 1 wouid have ufed means to prevent that trouble 


* 


| fram coming upon ny ſelf or others, But it may be, Ged 


did it to prove me aud ſee whetber 1 would-pleaſe men of 
Chrift.. | And 1 bope 1 may (in ſome meaſure) ſay after 


| the Apoſtle, We are bold-in our God to ſpeak, Our 


Exhortation was not of deceit, but even ſo we ſpeak 
not as pleaſing men but God, which tryeth onr 


. | hearts, For neither at any timeuſed we. flattering 


words,.nor of men ſought we glory, That great 
Reformer in Scotland; when upon bu Death-bed, could 
ſay with comfort, That 1 did forbear none of what 
condition ſoever, I did it out of the fear of my God, 
who hath placed me in the-funCtion of his Mmiltry; 


| andI know will bring, me to an account,  eves.ſo 
* 1 muſt confeſs, the awfull ſenſe of the great opportunity 


which the ut inta my bands 10 diſchagge my Conſci- 
ſcience,in witneſs to bis Name and Truth, ©5 of the 
«count which 1 certainly know I muſt give to blm,cauſed 
me to ſpeak as 1 did; and 30 auoid more comvoverſal Diſe 
courſes,There «indeed one particular tmſifted on,which i 
20w become 4 matter of ſcruple © diffaſ# to ſome among t 
us, Vizgthat which concerns the Magiſtrates power itt 
prog eligion. But as it Jos me Mo mmteus 
ded or expreſſed, 1 know #10t to this hour why any one 
thould Ss at My  Imaybener ſpeak:in Ns ee | 


/ then ſome others, as having my ſelf bad experience what 
tt is to Bave Conſcience impoſed on, and therefore would 


B+ loth that any truly conſciehtious ſrould be burdened; and 


| . ftis ſufficiently known that 1bave a greater latitude 03. 
Indulgence in the point - Toleration; then t#any better 
us ng 


then 
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To tht Reader 


then my ſelf kave,” Nevertheleſs,l judge it mo nnrea- (- 


ſonable that pretended libertyof Conſcience, ſhould be an, 
Afylum for the Wart rors 10 take Sanituary int. as 
though menmmuſt therefore bive liberty to Profane Sab- 
þath5or Sacraments, . or ſet up an Altar ahainſt the 
Zords Miter, and their Threſhold by bs Throat and 
thetr Pofts by bs Poſts, when and-wbere they pleaſe. 1 
can 10t be, but the Zard will be provoked byſuch things; 
efpecially in New-England, where men are not undey 
furch Temptations t0forſuke their aſſdmbling themſelves 
togetber; as in ſome otber places : and where zeal on the 
other hand bath been notorious, fo that ſuch Lukewarm- 
neſs well t 4 people, circumPanced as we are, be an 6+ 


whience of Apoltacy, | | 
VWs oy none 1 bad once the bappineſs tobe acquainted 
with an eminent Divine man other part of the vworld; 

1hginſt 4 


who. bttu2 en agportunity tb giot bis Teftemony 


I" 


a previdling evil,wbich the greateſ# in that nation were 
at that time to far carried away with, in hy Sermon haf 
zbts Expreſſion, What I have to ſay, if it were in 2" 


Church full of Kings I would ſpeak it.Such a ſpirit Þ 


Belleve doth beceme an Amtbaſſadtr of Gbrift, when de- | 
Tivering the Meſſage of his Maſter Jeſus, 7ſhall there- 


fore, pint oy at preſent,, only conclude, that if what 


#s bere'txpreſſed be but my own words or thoughts , its nd | 
great mittter bats ſaid; but if it be (as I am perfwaded 
i 46) the ord and Mind of Chrift, theu that God whoſe 


ken mr ſh ely confirm bjs word. 


' 5 XY : 
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%. 


eſpe to ſerve, and in whoſe Name 1 bave ſpo- | 


* 
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and | 

h I Chron, 28. 9. | | 
nes; But if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off for ever. 
dev | | 
toes S there is a pecuBar Excellency in 'all | 
the } the Books of Scripture, becoming the | 
"Ms Majeſty of their Author; fo it is 1n ſpe- | 
} 6 cial maner true with reſpe& unto this . 


| d. ſacred Book of Chronicles; which is 
tted | [4] not the ſame with thoſe. Chront- | 
71d, | ces we ſometimes read of in the Xings, thoſe being Cores 
inf | civil Records,but theſe wholly ofa divine Infpiration, ngliſt:& 
containing the Hiſtory of nolefs then three thotfarid 2#*ch 4n 
| "x five handred years; even from the frit og ftta 39A 3 
it v 


IPO OIL OS 24-40 Poet reins WES et ee 


1 2 to the Jews Return from the Babylonifh Gaptivi- 

i 1,1} & many years after that alſo. The Hebrewyuppole 
de- þ- it, (oratieaſt ſome part of it) to 'be MR Book .of 
re= Þ Scripture that was written, and beyare 
bat |. wont to place it laſt in their Bibi ms. 


e210 | Book of the 01d-Teſtament, *x 
ded | { ton paraleipomenon Biblion, ] Ba 
5oſe }- moſt worthy of eternal CommenW 
po- |. ted in theſe. Books which are n0! 
| found, Soin this Chapter, we-hav® 
dying Exhortation, Words which deſe 
.} corded,.and .yet "arg no where elſe ſceman 
wiſe.not in that ample manner) but in this Chia 
'K. | And-it' was in a very folemn Afembly & i. 
">: words -were {poken ; Indeed in a gener dl FFmvvoa 
- whenall the Lords people, both- as to civil ang Be- © 
-| deliafiicatorder were come together, for theſeſt4- 
* 4 4 x £7, > D 3 bliſkment 
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. Scripture by x 


So 4 Cal tothe 

bliſhment of ariother Ruler amongſt them, accor- 
dingly David doth here direCt his Exhortation, fifſt 
to the Repreſentatives of the People, ver.1. Ard: 
David afſembled all tbe Princes of 1ſrael, the Princes of 
tbe Tribes, and the Captains of the Companies unto 


themſelves, tc; Hence they are ſaid to be all Iſrael, | 


ver.8. i#n the ſighs of all 1ſpael, h.e, the Heads and 
Repreſentatives of all Iſrael, and therefore are ſaid 
to be. the Congregation of the Zord, Often in the 

[A Congregation, the Heads and Rulers 
ofthe Congregation are meant. Now the Exhor: 
tation unto-therh is, that they would keep-and ſerch 
all the Commandments of the Lord,h.e, that they would 
obſerve what they did know, and ſeek to know 
more of the mind of God; The motive whereby hz 
urgeth this, is,” þecauſe the Lord had promiſed the 
good Land to them ; but it was upon that condition 
of their keeping his Commandments, therefore it 
did highly concern them, to be careful about that 


ee 


"ONE 


matter, _24ly, he direQs his Exhortation to him that 
wasto beig{tabliſhed as chief” Ruler, ſcil. to his Son 


Solomogiy 


ernment, Now fincerity was thef 
| David his Father did exhort hin 
ling of this Verſe, And thou $0 
Frbou the God of vby Father, and ſeru 
# beart, and with « willing mind. Thi 
d from three mctives, 1, From the 
dn of the divine Omniſciency, - For itt 


g2109s of the thoughts. 2d1y, From the benefit an 
dd, which would follow upon ſeeking to theLordj 


IF tho ſeek b tm he will be found of thee, - 3, From'thi 
- Evil that Nia foraking him ; In the words now br 
fore us ; which though they were ſpoken to.Solt 
-mon, yet were they of equal concernment vn 
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| their Generation, The Do@rine which I would 


1 'Truths of the Goſpel, All Truth is from C £ 
' iy fore he is ſtyled, the God of Truth, Deut:3234,"* Yea, 
* Truthit ſelf, 1 Joh.s,6. And Truth is faid'to be his. | 
7. Name, Chriſt ſaid to his faithful ones in the Church, , | 
Lorh of Pargamus, thou holdeſt faft my Name, Rev.2.139*, 
Wh The Truths of Chriſt were much oppoſed by the In-- , 
w.*1 fillels, nd by the Hereficks of thoſe dayes,only ſome 
01 dif faithfully adhere thereunto; and theſe are ſaid to. 


»:fing Generation. 39 
others being Circumſtanced as he was, b. e. that 3 
were of the younger, Riſing, ſucceeding Generati- 
on, being alſo the Children and poſterity of godly 
Barents, Eſpecially, the words did and doconcern 
thoſe that are the Poferity of. Davzd , that is to ſay, 
of ſuch: as have been eminent Servants of God in 


therefore (by the help of Chriſt) infaſt on, as con-= 
ceiving that it may not be alfogether unſuitable for 
this great Audience, is this, ; | 
That if they thatare the Children and Poſterity of Gods 
eminent Servants ſhall forſake the Lord, be will caft them 
offfor ever, . In the doctrinal handling of this Truth, 
there are four things which may be briefly enquired : 
into, x. When men eſpecially the Children of Gods 
Servants, may be ſaid to forſa ke him? 2, What is 
implyed, in this caſting off for ever? 3, What for- 
faking of God that is, which will be attended, with 
ſuch caſting off, 4, The Reaſom'of this dread- 
ful procedure of the maſt High towards the Poſteri-. 
ty ofhis People. - 
Queſt. x, When may men be ſaid to forſabethe Lord? 
Anſw. 1; When they depart from.the bleſſed Truths 
of God, then may they be. ſaid to forſake him, ' Hence. 
the Apoſtle chargeth if upon the ApaſtatizingC 
tians, that they were removed from n there: 
tbem, Gal. 1,6, b, «. they had forſakenX 
becauſe they ha@#corrupted and forſake 


Dotr, 
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a, 


_ 
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9 [2] Corn. h, e, the [b] Sun and 2ſoon, (for thoſe were the | 
FR  Lapide firſt Creatures that the Gentiles Idolized, and the | 
Le 27 ocum Syrfans called the Sun, Baal; and the Moon Aſhta- 
| ZTucian de roth ) they are therefore charged with forſaking | 
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A Call tothe 


hold faſt his Name, | $o then to forſake the Truth 
is to forſake the Lords Natne, Eſpecially when 
there 1s Apoſtacy from great-Foundation Truths i 


Religion, the Lord is forſaken, 'Albeit every Truth |- 


hath the Name of ' God ſtamped upon it, yet there 
are ſome Truths which have more ofhis Name on 
th-m, then others have, that the difowning of them 
3s abſolutely to reject the Lord, namely fundamen- 
tal Truths, which indeed are not many nor hard tg 
be known, Moreover, when thoſe Truths are dif- 
owned by Children, which their Fathers were emi- 
nently engaged in the profeſſion of, (though they 
ſhould not be fundamental in their natures ) ſuch 
Children may be ſaid to forſake the Lord, ” 


' 2, Whenmen deify any other Objef beſedes the Lord ; | 


They that ſet up other things in Gods ſtead, in their 
ſo doing forſake the Lord, ſo it is when men give 
religious worſhip to-any other beftdes him, whoa- 
lone ought to be feared, Thus the Children of Iſra- 
- et becauſe they did worſhip Baal and* Aſharoth , 


they did Apoſtatize to Idolatry, there- 


17. They ſacrificed to new Gods which came newly up, 
whom their Fathers feared not, And this is tree not 


only with reſpe& unto that more groſs Idolatry, | 


when men ſhall ayow the Service of Idols, but allp 
concerning fecret, ſpiritual, heart Idolatry, even 


| 


deo Syria ' God, Judg.g42,13. Idolatry is the greateſt Apo- 
Flerod, - flacy Eh orld. Such are by way of eminency | | 
Zib.s, Teo bers of God, Deut.32.15 . He forlook God, 


Orevmaey-16, it is added that they provoted him w | 
Fealouſre with their ftrange Gods, that is tolay, with }. 
new Gods or Idols, for new thingsare ſtrange, ver, \ 


- worldlifieſs, | . 


Rifiug Generation: 


. worldlineſs, Math.6.24.. Ye cannotſerue both God and 


Manmon. The Servants of Mammon, 6.e. of the 
world, are forſakers of God, when men pour out. 
the ſtrength of their affetions upon worldly Ob- 
je&s, or place their chief delight and confidence 1n 
theſe things;it argueth an heart departure from the 
Lord, Fer.17-5. If Fathers have ſought Chriſt, and 
the things of Chriſt in the firſt place, and their Chil- 
aren ſhall come after them, and eſpauſe a worldly 
Intereſt, it is a woful God-forſaking. Pa 

3. There is a forſak ing God, in reſpe& of bis boly 1» 
fitutions, Hence a people that are without Ordi= 
nances, are ſaid to be without God, 2 Chron.15-3- 
it is there mentioned, that Jſrael bad for a long ſeaſon 
been withaut the true God, becauſe they had been 
without the Miniſtry, and without Qrdinances, If 


/ theſe be not duly obſerved the Lord is forſaken, 


Iſai.65.11, But ye are they that forſake the Zord, and. 
forges my boly Mountain, {0 that to forget the holy 
Mountain, h, e, the negleR of divine worſhipand 
Ordinances, is a forſaking of the Lord, Look as 
when the Lord doth deprive a people of his Ordi- 
nances, he is ſaid to forſake them, Fer,23.33%, I will 
even forſake you ſaiththe Lord; the meaning 1s (faith 
Calvis) you ſhall no more have Miniltry and Ordis 
ances, amongſt you, ſo when they are willing to be 
deprived thereof, they may be ſaid taforfake him, 
Judg. 10. 6, they ferſook the Lord, and-ſenvelbim nos, 
Not to regard the ſervice of God1s to farſake him, 
For in Ordinances we have to doe with God, 
Hebr.4.13. in hearing the word,-in Prayer,it Sab. . 
baths, in Sacraments, we have todoe with God, Or 
ifthe holy Ordinances be corrupted, then.the Lord 
is forſaken, And fo it is wheg men. will be adding 
their inventions to Gods inſtitutions, Pal, 106.39, 


Thus were they defiled -with their own works, and went 


= 


A Call to the 


& wnoring with their own inventions, When men fols. 
low their own inventions they goe a whoring from 
| the Lord, of this nature were the high Places of old 
i . _ 2 Chron, 33.17. The People did ſacrifice inthe bigh 
| places, yet ro the Lord their God only. Thoſe high 
WFce Exgl. Places were lawfult to worſhip God in, until the 
Fine. on Temple was built, but after that it was a breach of 
fl Sen, 6. the ſecond Commandment to place any Religion in 
[/-/T4- them, and therefore in ſome degree a departure 
{i from the Lord, If Fathers have prized Ordinanceg - 
[x above the wortd, and endeavoured to uphold them 
In their power and purity, but their Children after 
them ſhall not regard whether they enjoy the, Or- 
dinances of Chriſt orno, or if they doe, ſhall not 
decarefull and ſtudious to. keep them pure, accor- 
ding to Scripture Rule, they fall under this dread- 
full charge of Apoſtacy from God, | 
4. There is a Cary God in reſpe# of Conver- 


f{ation,' There are that hy works doe deny God, Tit. 
1.16, An holy heavenly Conrerſation isexpreſled in 
the Scripture, by that of-walking with God, Gen. 5, 
24. & 6.9, Therefore an evill cqnverſation isa des f 
parture 7 No God. It is called a forſaking the Law 
- ofthe Lord, Fer.g. 13. By a corrupt converſation 
men deviate from the Law, and are ſuch Apoſtates 
- 5 the Text ſpeaketh of. In this reſpeCt thoſe wick- 
ed men, whoſe foundation was deſtroyed with the 
flood, (asEliphaz ſpeaketh) even the\finners of the 
ol&world were Apoſtates from God, We doe not 
read of (nor doe Lbelieve that there was) any Ido- 
batry in the old world, but they were over run with 
- WNW Atheiſm, Pride, Senſuality, Vncteaneſs, Oppreſli- 
19 - - On,and the like ſcandalous Enormityes, And the 
is '  Apoſtacy of the Children of Iſrael, did confilt partly 
mn this, as we ſee in that wofull inſtance of the Ben- 
mites, the greateſt part of whom the Lord allys | 
« SS --1 . C | 0 


oy 


= 
wm 
r= 0 


4 -, S OO IT ITED w—_ © bv. 3 _ - * 
CRE 0 "” a wen PRI woe - Re reBnn II 
; WT Pr Pope kb that bone ac” 1, 21 8 y 6%. = "_ : OILS Per rener _ 
: q , . 7 4 arts, later. 9% I W414 
= $9 Wc - - —_ $90. 9-00" * et Tt -- pm eg - 
: 2 eaves wee dd "IE INE Sci Fbdr ex rot xe heb 
- 295 COST ny woe; =__— mote . tn eo - np met To 7 < - -- - Eoontyy 22 Do wy >». yore ag = SE - 
a non LEES poye TEORG" — LT 2 —=-I2" > ITRD 2mm ——p—_— omar —_— 5 — 
cog un 4 © "3 - CS  - _— wanmmnngts Is ” —— SIE p rea "an ES COPRPTROIW” 
4. 2535x 2 - 23 IEC. oe br I on IA I ——X FER. = FI KIAY ORBIT IRS KIN 7 SS II ESSEN. 
- = I - > ont oegy e—— o_— —— : = ID Coen a wm IL Wo ——— o__—— _ —_—_ PIT DE - 
= Id ay ers en —_—— 2 DS dag Boe A ” a - ” pe 4 2 _s - SIE - >. MEWS phy ents rs = 
— —_ "> = - = ns due Dee ie Bn - —_— « = ELEC 5 pa A. et ICED 
- X CLCESESIRE LIE ——_ L PIT LICENCES CE er. — =x —O——— CDRS" ER_, 


#4384 


- =_—_—_— 


pg DSA egs ———— II w 
- « b «7 Bw : 
- _- . Le OT) $027 
-_ ——————— ———  — — — 
>= > 6 IIS re Q 
$I SIE TIF — I 
= —_— - — 
— 
_——___ 


Riſeng Generation. 
for ever, Yea and the Antichriſtian Apoſtacy pre- 
dicted in the New Teſtament, doth confiſt partly in - 
this : We know that the Anti-Chriftian Generation 
(Papilts I mean) are generally not only (as all of 
them are) horribly ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, but 
of moſt profane and debauched Conſciences and con- 
verſations; in the Book of the Revelations we read 
of their murthers, Sorceryes, Fornications, Thefts, 
Rev.9.21, If then the Children of the Covenant 
ſhall not walk worthy of God, but inthe wayes of 


- Pride, Senſuality, Varighteouſneſs; If when Fa- 


thers have been of ar holy, exemplary converſation 


- their Children ſhall be vnholy and profane, they are 


forſakers of God, concerning whom he hath threat- 
ned, to caſt them off for ever. | 

5. Whenthe fear of God is wanting in the hearts of 
ſuch as are above others bound to fear aud ſerve bim, they 
are forſakers of the Loyd. For there is an inward 
heart departure from God, as well as that which is 
outwardand viſible : So it is when there 1s no faith 
not fear of God in the heart, Hebr.3.12. Take beed 
leſt there be in any.of you «1 evil heart of nnubelief 
in departing from the living God, Infidelity in the 
heart is the root of all Apoſtacy, If the Children 
of. godly Parents ſhall not endeavour truly to fear 
and ſerve the Lord God of their Fathers, they are 
ſuch as do forſake him, yea and ſuch as he: will. caſt 


_ off for ever, And therefore in this Context David 


did intimate unto his Son Solomon, that if he did 
not ſerye the Lord even with a perfect heart, he 
ſhould be calt off for ever. Fe 

' We proceed therefore to the ſecond Queſtion-wiz. 
' Queſt, What is implyed in this cafling off for ever? _ 
F Anſw.1, It implyeth a change as to. divine Diſpenſa- 
70ns, In the Scripture, when the Lord-threatned 


. © Tocaſtoff his people, that. is intended, viz, thathe 


would 


i 


A Call to the 


would make analteration as to the tenor of his dif- 
-penſationstowards them : here it isfet in oppoſiti- 
to finding God, If thou Teck him, he will be found of 
_ thee, but if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off: ' 
Now finding God doth imply the enjoyment of his. 


fayour, and therefore in Caf ing off is implyed the 
deprivement ofthe Lords favourable ;preſence, 

is indeed moſt true, 2" ſpecial favour of God is 
unchangeable, Rom, /;. 2. Fhis Grace wherein we 


grace and favour of God ſtands and abideth therein 
for ever, in reſpect of that theres is no caſting off for 


ever; Inthe Covenant of grace the Lord hath pro-. 


miſed ſaying, / will yot caff off the Seed of Iſrae! for all 
that they bave done, Jer.31.37.But then there is com- 
mon favour, in reſpect of outward bleſlings,which 
are the effe&s of common love,& that may utterly 
ceaſe,/Z70ſ.9.15.1 will love them no more,Þ have loved 
them, (faith the Lord) b. e, beſtowed outward mer- 


cyes on them, but I will do ſo no more. They ſhall. | 
' have no more ſuch dayes of peace, no more ſuch |. 


plenty, no more ſuch means of grace as once they 
did enjoy. Thus of a friend the Lord may turn tg 


i be an Enemy, Iſai,63.10. But they rebelled and vex- 


ed bis boly Spirit : therefore he was turned to be their. 


Enemy, and be fought againſt them, Whilſt a Cove | 


nant people,carry it ſo as not to break Covenant,the 


' Lord bleſfeth them. viſibly, but if they degenerate - 


then bleſſings are removed, and woful Judgements 


© came in their room, & that's implyed in this-calting 


off which the Text ſpeaketh of, ſci/. that mercyes 


Shall be taken away, as it was ſaid of Saul that when 


God eaſt him offhe took away his mercy from him, 


- I Chronz17,12, becauſe he was deprived of that 
- great outward bleſſing and dignity which ance he; 
"Rid enjoy, And the ſending of contrary miſeryental 


* 


| and. He that hath once acceſs into the ſpecial. 
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Riſing Gemtyation, 

diſs. thoſe meroyes ; that inſtead of peace there ſhall be 
fiti- | Wars, inſtead of plenty poverty, inſtead of health 
1d of | terrible fickneſſes, inſtead of planting, plucking up 
off: } and deſtroying, theſe things are implyed in this 
F his 1 caſting off, thus Pſal,$9.38, But thou baſt caft off and 
the | - abborred ; thou haſ# been wrath with thine anointed, TL 
It | conceive the Pſalmiſt in thoſe words hath [c]reſpet 
odis. | to the ſad change of Providence which befel the 
1we | Fords People in Reboboams time, for the Pſalm. 
cial | was written by Ethan, who was contemporary with 
rein Þ Solomon, and probably lived to ſee the woful chan , 
for | ges which hapned five yearsafter Solomons death, 
Yro-.| when the Land was invaded and ſorely walted by 
r all | Heathen Enemies, and ſome (though notall) ofthe 
Om- | wrath of God poured out upon his people, and up- 
aich | on the Apoſtatized Children of David, ſtrong holds 
erly- | were brought to ruine, and they did not {tand in 
ved | the day of Battel as in former times they had done, 
ier- | nowtheſe:temporal Judgements are called 4 ceffing 
hall | of 2, It doth imply a diſcovenanting and unchurch- 
uch f. ##g, If the Children of godly Fathers ſhall forſake 
hey | the Lord he will caſt them off, þ. e. it willatlaſt 
nto | come to this that the Lord will diſbwn them; and 
ex- | excommunicate them, and ſay they are none of his, 
beir. | for although there is no falling from a fiate of ſaving; 
VE- x grace, yet they. that have onlya viſible intereſt in 
the 4' God may fall from that Eſtate, what they beve ſhell bs 
ate | Taken fromthem, "They that are internally and fin- 
nts | Cerely in Covenant with God ſhall never loſe their 
ing 5 intereſt inthe Covenant, for they are berrothed unts 
yes }. the Zord for ever, Hoſ,2,19, But they that are Cx- 
en | ternally in Covenant, may ceaſe to be the Lords vi- 
m,. | fiblepeople; Thus it came to paſs concerning the 
nat” | ten” Fribes; | Hence the Lord ſpeaketh, as. Jer. 3.8: 
he: | Back ſliding Iſrael comminted Adultery, and I had put 
to": wy, that the 
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A Call to the 
marriage Covenant, which was between the Lor! 
& them was diflolved, thisis confirmed by the Pro- 
phet Hoſea, Chap.2.2. where the Lord ſaith plead 
with jour mother, plead for ſhe is not my wife, neither am 
Ther busbend, fo in Chap.1. ver.g, Call his Name 
Lo-Anmi, for they are not my-people, and 1wil/notbe 
Jour God, therefore alſu' the Lord by the Prophet 
. ... Ezekiel calls the ten Tribes by the pame of Abo1ab, 
The two Tribes the Jews, were then called by the 
name of Abo!ibab, which ſignifieth my Tent, becauſe 
as yet God had riot rejected them; '- But the ten 
Tribes are called 4hojab, which fignifieth a Tent, as 
if the Lord had ſaid they are none of mine, . now 1 
have done with them and utterly rejected them; 
Ezeb.23.4. Afterwards — alſo were diſcore- 
nanted and, unchurched, ie Prophet Zacbariah ' 
had foretold that upon their unbelief, in rejecting 
Jeſus Chriſt the only trae Meſſias, it ſhould beſo 
. 4 took my aff Beauty, and cut it aſunder , that 1 might 
break my Covenant which I made with all the People, 
zZach;11.70. And Paul tels us that ſad Prediction 
was fulf9led, therefore Rom.11;12. heſpeaketh of 
The Fall of the Jews, 15 agge ang they were fallen 
from their viſible Church eſtate.to bein the ſame 


coming of Chrilt, ſo that they were fallen from hea- 
yen toearth; andinv. 20,22, he ſpeaketh of their 
being 5:06 off and cut off, h,e, cut off from the vi- 
fible Church, The Apoſtle [4] in that Chapter doth 
compare covenanting Abraham to a Root, and the 
viſibte Church to an Qlire tree, of which there are 
two ſorts of brahiches, - 1. Natural, viz. the Jewiſh 
Church, 2, lzgraffed, i.e. the Church among the 
Gentiles, Now the natural branches were broken 
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condition which the Gentile world was in beforc the | 


a. £.t dd 


off : and therefore in the New Teſtament they-are 
declared tobe none of the Lords people, Rev:3,9: 
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Riſing Gentration; 
Or They call themſelves Fews, but are not ſo, but eve of the 
ro- Synagogue of Satan, They ſay they are Jews, b.c. 
they boaſt of their being the Lords People, but 
in truth they are not ſo ( faith Chriſt ) they 
ame } glory in the name of a Synagogue, bnt now they 
rbe | are not Gods Synagogue, bur Satans; '' And in 
het theſe dayes of the New-Teſtament the Lord hath 
lab, diſowned, & un-Churched theſe and thoſe hat once 
the were his People, Rev.2.5. 1 will remove the Candle- / 
wie | fickoutof bis place. That Threatning is notonly ful 
ter filled on Epheſus, but of all the Churchevin Aſia ; 
» as there have been in former Ages. bright. and plorions 
w 1 Candleſticks in that part of the world, but*they are 
em, long fince all broken to pieces” TheRomifſhAnti- 
TC- chriſtian Tdolatry, hath prevailed ſo'far:amongft 
riah | Chriſtians for above theſe thouſand years, thdtthey 
ting that are overrun therewith,Chriſtdoth declarethem 
eſ0 | _ ta belooked upon, as Geiitiles,* as Heathens,” and 
ught | that they are not to be looked uponas' within the 
ople, Temple, or as 'indeed appertainng to the viſible 
Church,Rev;11:2. And this'difowning "and ts 
h of | . churching a people is called i Caſting themof\ 3.The 
len | expreſſion heredoth imply ever[a/tmg ve jettion'in rhe 
ame | #;her world, The Hebrew Phraſe [ja2ni chakalagnad] 
Arias Montanus tranſlateth execrabitur te i zternm. 
hea” | | if thov forſake him, he will make theean eternal 
their execration, "Though it be po hays that the 
> VI; line of elteftion | +] doth for the moſt part rug + See the 
doth |  throngh the loins of godly pdtents, yet not” only ſo, preceding 
1 the for men may be deſcended from godly Parents and Sermon, 
; ale |} 'Progenitors, and yet be the ſubjefs of eternal Re- 9.20% 
wiſh | - probation and Damnation, Math.$.12, The ©bil- 2 
; We} « drefioftbe K ingdomeſtall be caft our into outerdar neſs, | 
oken | .; Weed of one that could call 4braham'his Father, 


{FI 


ale | 'angunto-whom Abraham ſaid Son remember that - 
e3:9:47/ \thy lit time thou dadſi thy good things; rthatne- 
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ff Call to the 
vertheleſs when be dyed, went to the place of Tor. 
meyt, Ifſuch Children forſake the Lord, it is not 
the prayers nor tears of godly Fathers that will ſave 
them ; Nay, theſe will be an infinite aggravation of 
their. miſery. The t:ars of a godly Father, it his 
Children forſake the Lord, will make the flames of 
Eternal Fire burn the more fiercely npon their Souls 
for ever. Therefore well might David ſay to his 
Son Solomon, If thau forſake theZ ord, be mill caſt thee 
_  Wecame,in the next plac2 toenquire, what for- 
ſaking of God that it, that will be attended with thjs ca- 
- | | 


| Auf. In two words, 1. this muſt be underſtood 
eoncerfting deep defartures. from God, and from his 
bleſſed. wayes, Hoſ.g.9. They have deeply corrupted 
theniſelues therefore be will vi/7: therr ſons,” The Lord 


k the God of patience, and of all grace, and thence | 


Is very flow in rejecting utterly a people, (or their 
Poſterity) whom he hath once taken into Covenant 
with himſelf Hence it is not leſſer departores,but 
high and great offences againſt the Lord, that pro- 


vokes him to eaſt off his People, e. g. 1dolatry isa fin | 


that cauſeth the rejeQion which the Text ſpeaks of; 
Yea, it is true with reference unto that Idolatry 
which isagainſt the ſecond Commandment,When 
the Children of Iſrael committed that Idolatry re- 
ſpeCting the Calf in'the Wilderneſs, they finned a- 
gainſt the ſecond Commandment, for, they would 
worſhip the Lord ſtill,only they would do it in fuch 
a way, and by ſuch means as God never appointed; 
and they were in great danger of being call off for 
this ſin, Hence the Lord ſaid to Moſes, thy 'People . 
bave corrupted themſelves, Exod. 32,7. The Lord doth 
not ſay my People, as he was wont to do but Thy Peo- 
ple, a3 IF it were ſaid z Now they have violated my | 
: \ Covenatity: 


— 


4 


4 


aca 


' and reject them. 


' ſo much as thoſe that worſhip Images; 


Rifeng Generation. 
Covenant, and deſerve that I ſhould for ever difown 
Th2 Afian Churches have beef 
calt off for this firi eſpecially ; we may read the 'ſf1n 
of thoſe Churches wrattert in dreadful Charatters, 
upon the Forehead of that Judgement which hath 
d:{ftroyed them all, God hath let loofe the barba- 
rous Turks upon themi,who hate and deſtroy no men 
And 
as for the Church of Rome, the Apoſtle Paul did ſo- 
lemnly predi& that they ſhould be caſt oF, Rom, 1 r, 


. 2, Nowait is for this fin principally that the Tord 


hath caſt them off, Again, Hereſy cauſeth this ca- 
ſting of which the Text ſpeaketbvof, Socteties' cons 


, fiſting of ſuch as difown the fundamental Truths. of 


tie Goſpel,. the: Lord Jeſus difowns them, Hence 
the-Jews are diſowned and rejected by the Lord, for 


although. they own ſome fundamental Truths in [e JFac, | 
| Religion, ittdeed all [e] thoſe fix principles mentio- Cap | 
' ned by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, (Cap:6.1,2.) in Heb« | 


thz Jews acknowledge, yet there are other found. 
tion Truths, which they reje& ; That Jeſus of Naza- 
reth is the true Meſſiah, that Meſſiah is God as well 
as man, the Do&trine of original fin, and of ſalvati- 
on-by imputed righteouſne [s, all which things are 
neceffary to be believed in order to eternal life, this 
ds they rejett and diſywn; and' therefore the Lord 
hath caſt them of ; whena People ſhall be fo fat de- 
generate as to looſe the Eſſentials of Religion, they 
are the Lords no longer, Heretical Aſſemblies may 


be the Flocks of thoſe that* pretend to be: Chrifts 


companions, but they are none of Chriſts Flocks, 


Q-L. 


Caft,1.7.So for ſcandalous miſcarriages in life&cort . 


erſatiofi, theſe provoke the Lord to caſt off a pro= 
efling People.In a building, if once. the materials be 
Totted &corrupted,the honſe will moulder away 


v2 = - 2% 


4 4 


4 


K2-matterbeing an Efſential Cauſe; Azid in Charch 
ok [1 5 building 


* , a 
1-4 3 
4 ; 


| [f] Netaun 


' onthem to repent and reform, before he would caſt 


A Cab to the 


building we know thatSaints are the material cauſe;, | 


and therefore ſcandal in life doth deſtroy the Eſſen. 
tials of a Church, and ſo brings along with it this 
caſting off which the Text ſpeaks of, '2, It is an Im-. 
penitent, incorrigible forſaking -God, that doth cauſe, j 
him to caſt off a people or perſon. Solomon was 

guilty. (notwithſtanding the ſolemn dying charge of 
his Father to the contrary) of dreadful forſakings 


and Apoſtaftes from the Lord, but he repented of | 


them, as we ſee by the book of Eccleſcaftes, and 
therefore the Lord did not. wholly caſt him(off for. 
ever- Notwithſtanding great degeneracy in a Peo-. 


e, the Lord is not wont to caſt them off until he# 
th uſed all means for their Recovery, ſo it was | 


with the Children of Iſrael of old, 2 Chron. 36.15, 
The Scripture hath recorded the names of abore, 
twenty Prophets which the Lord ſent tohis People 
of old to tell them of their backſlidings, and call up- 


them off. And though in thefe dayes of the New- 
Teſtament, becauſe men fin againſt greater light 
and grace, then informer times, the Lord Jeſus mas, 


keth quicker work, with an Apoſtatizing People,.|- 
then inthe dayes of old, and in the years of ancient }' 


Generations; and therefore he ſaid to the Church in 


Epheſus, except thou conſider whence thou art fallen, |. | 


end repent, and do the firſt works, 1will come againſs. 


thee quickly, and remove the Candleftick,ont of bis place; | 
nevertheleſs, heuſeth means to reduce and recover 


a backſliding People, before he cafts them off, ſo he. 


did with the Aſian Churches, and ſo .hath he done {| 


WY te Parke- with the Anti-Chriſtian Generation, and therefore: 


| $ccleſoe. 


ERIEE rode Polit raiſed u 
\ Eccleſ. © the Eyer | | | 
Rainold de for Reformation; and might therefore ſay [f] as; 
Jdel. Rom. 


p great Inſtruments, who have preached. 
ing Goſpel with a loud yoice, and called 


he 


Jer.5 1.9. We wauldbave healed Babylon, and LE5, yl 
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FAe/ins Generations 
healed, therefore ber Fudgement reacherh unto Heauend 
and x5 lifted up even to the Skjes, The Lord doth give 
a firſt and ſecond admonition before he doth reject; 
He 'tryeth what his Word will do, what leffer and 
greater Judgements will do, yea, and what mer- 
cies and dehverances will do, and if nothing will 
revail, then he caſts of forever. Ifa Generation 
5 nin, and Incorrigibly Apoſtate, it will not 


4 belong before God doth caſt them off forever, Jex. 


15.6,7- Thou baſt ſorſaken me ſaith the Lord, thou art 
gone backward, therefore will 1 ftretch out my band 4- 
_ ghinſ# thee, I will deftroy my People ſith they return nos 
from thetr wayes,” Ina word, when Apoſtacy is total 

and final then the Lord doth reje@ men, yea,though 
the Children and Poſterity ofhis own Servants, he 


| caſts them off forever, 


Queſt. But why ſo? 

.Anſw. For ſuch Reaſons as theſe, 

Raf. 1, Becauſe the Tranſgreſſions of ſuch Chil- 
dren as the Doctrine ſpeaks of are peculiar provoca- 
tidns; if the Children of David .ſfin their iniquity is 


;| attended with ſpecial aggravations They fin a- 
j [faint greater light, and love, and grace, then may 


ſaid of any perſons in the world beſides z They 


'| that rebel againſt the Light do at laſt provoke the 
/Þ Lord utterly to reje&t them, Henceitis thatre- _ 
-} fuſing Inſtruction, 1s mentioned as the grand'pro- 


| curing cauſe of this RejeCtion, Jer.6,8. Be inftrufted 
0Feruſalem leſt my Soul depart from thee thou become 


Ore ; 
ied. 
led 


[as 
*%} prace,-and=peculiar mercy do without Repentance | 
a F E 2 eas 


» 


{ &ſolzte, Now thus it is when the Children of God- 


1 ty Parents forſake the Lord,'as Solomon doth ac» 
| knowledge, how diligent and faithful his bleſſed Fa- 
| ther had been in inſtruRing of him, Prov. 4.344. T 
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| 26 ry Fathers Son, be taught the alſo, and ſaid unto we 
i| keep: my; Commandments and. Hive.” And fins againſt 


1 
- by; 


+2 A Call tothe | | 
end. irs Everlaſting Rejection, Amos 2,2. Ton only | thi 
have Iknown, therefore will I puniſh you for all your inj« | .4'C 
quities. - Who ever eſcape (ſaith the Lord) tobe | {ac 
{ure you ſhall not, beczuſe you fin againſt greater | hat 
grace and favour then any others in the World ever'| f# 
did, For theſe cauſes the Lord threatned Eli thathe'| all 
would cut off his Arm, and the Arm of his Fathery | nar 
houfe, inaſmuch as he had ſinned againſt peculiar} of 
mercies aud favours, Efpecially, fins againſt tens | wh 
ders. of Goſpel grace provoke the Lord to caſt men | 
of, Math, 3137338; O Feruſalem, Feruſalem, how of- ſte 
ten would 1 bave gathered you,as an Hen berChickens us- | £0 
der:ber wings but ye would u0t, and now jour bouſe vc lefi | G0 
unto you pf Hong And this is fadly true concerning | 1 
the Children of godly Parents, they. ſin againſt ſpe- | ſus 
cial favours from the Lord, the means of 'grace is'} mo 
vouchſafed to them, they have many bleſled ſtri | 4d, 
vings of the holy Spirit with them, which others]. 4om 
have not,therefore if they forſake the Lord no won-'| (ai 
der if he calt them off for-ever, ihe; | 


Keaſ.. 2,4, Becauſe ſuch Children are guilty of dom, 
lamentable Covenant breaking before the Lord, for" "& 
the Covenant is with Children as well as Parents, | 


Dept«29,1011,12. You and your little ones do enter ms} 5 fe 
to Covenant, upon this account David ſaith that the] fam 
Lord was his God from his ' Infancy, yea, from his! & 
firlt,;.coming into; the world, Pſal.22.10, And the' Do rhe 
like is.noted concerning, Solomon, and therefbre his! miſe 
Father ſaid'to him my Sow build ihe boriſe of tbe Zord)| ch 
tbxGod,' 1 Chron.22.11, The: Lord is not only wh %14 
lg) God, butin reſpe&of his gracious 'Covengnt. heigly Fu 
= See Mr. thy God alſo, And this ſeems to be the. reaſon why] T<.£ 
| Carter Abraham istyled.the Father of the faithful, [g] Not *%# 
= ÞAbra- megrly.onthe Eg of the eminency. of hisfaithy/] "4 
hams Co- for we read of others in the Scripture, whoſe:faithy] Ws 
_ 0- was not.ipferior to. Abrahams, but in-that:he,vay! 
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| Riſing Generation. 
#7 | thefirſt unts whom God expreſly declaed,”7 wil3e 
1 | 4 Godto thee and tothy Seed, and withal appointed a 
be | - acred ſign and Seal of this Covenant. Now Abra- 
x | hams Covenant is as to the ſubſtance of it Euerles 
er | fig; And therefore the Children of the faithful in 
he] all. Ages; are wrapped under the bond of the Cove- 
rg |. nant; otherwiſe there would be a ſubſtantial change 
ar | of the Covenant from what it was at firft, then 
ns } which nothing can be more contradictory to the 
ex'} whole tenour and current of theScripture, The Apo- 
pf- | Yetherefore teſtifyeth._zþar; the be ng of Abraham js 
- | £ome 0n:the Gentiles through lefus Chrift, Gal 3;14s As 
efi God faid unto Abraham, take thee and thy Children 
ng/þ intoGovenant with my ſelf, ſo doth he through Je- 


> amonad 


e | ſus Chriſt ſay the like to every, believing Parent a- 


is;} mong the Gentiles ; And therefore the Lord Jeſus 
ris | didaffirm, concerning Children, of ſuch js tbe K'ing- 


0-1 FahGarith that Children did belong toGodun, 


ors} Ye:under. the heavenly difpenſationof theGofpeh, 
ts, | Ehildren muſt be acknowledged there alſo, Ahd:it 
is | 5. for-eyer tobe obſeryed, ithat when the New-Tes 
he | fament diſpenſation was ready'to be eſtabliſheii;the 
his} 2ncient, :grant concerning, Childrens Intere-in-the 
he*} Covenant: is expreſly confirmed, ARt.2.39.;The pros 
his) miſe is: 10. you and to your Children. Hence'theng at 
ard'| ach Children do forſake. the Lord, they- are. guilty; 
yl dfviolating the Cevenant. Now that's, an iniquity; 
3g which doth >provoke the Lord tq-caſt off thoſe that; 
by | **. deeply guilty of it, Iſai,24.5,6: They have brokew. 
oth © Everlafing Covenani, therefore they are curſed;bur+., 
thyÞl 3:4 de/0/zte.; _ Itr old timeic was the manner that-. 
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Mena Covenant was made; ſome: Creature 0p. 0... .. 
killed, and cut in pieces;by which rite was;7 | 


[h] My. 


ere | deme of Heaven, Math, 19.1 4," [b} It is not only true ,,,.,j, 


74 der. the old-Teſtament, but now that, the -King® 0 Math. 


of} dome of Zeaven i at band; now that the Church. igtd: 593+P36 "p od 


, & 
. 
. 


ANF. 


AC all to the 
Genif;ed, that the Lord would kill and cut of kidj| 
'that being in Covenant with God,did not make con-{ © 
ſcience, faithfully to keep and dbſerve, that Coye-| 7 
;nant inviolable for-ever, $$ 
4. Reaj- 3. From that infinite indignation, which| L 
1s 1n the Lords heart againſt 'Apoſtates, They are * 
fugitives from Chriſt, and deſerting their Captain,|. t 
_the Lord himſelf will execute Martial Law upon [3 
them, No finners are greater Obje&s of divine ha-| 
fred and indignation, - Hence the Apoſtle ſaid un- ſ 
to the Hebrews, when ſome of them were readyto| © 
Apoſtatize from Chriſtianity to Judaiſme,ifany man| * 
draw back the Soul of God ſhall take-no pleaſurein| ** 
him, Heb.10.38. meaning that ſuch Creatures, ar] <* 
Veſſels of diſhonour, and the moſt loathſome Ob- nh 
jects that can be thought of: Hence the Lord doth he 
purſue them with infinite vengeance, - he cuts thenſ 
of, and caſts them off for-ever, As thatwiſerabk| & 
Spiraat the very moment, when he had renounced . Fe 
the Truth, thought he heard one ſay to him ; Hen] Fn 


hou Apoſtate, and receive the Sentence of thy Eterallſ 
Damnation, The Lord is wont to leave marks of hg} 
wrath upon ſuch ſinners. He brands them, thatall *v 
the world 'may be afraid of that iniquity, ſctdome} 
hath it-been known thatany have notoriouſly tum} £4 
ed 'away from the Lord, but viſible -wrath from 
Heaven hath fallen upon them, Jeboram had beet 
religiouſly educated under his godly FatherJetiollia: | 
phat, but he proved the Apoſtate child of a gracio8} g,. 


| Pather ; And what came on him? God let looſe tle-z7, 


eathen Arabians, who waſted his Eſtate, and mille 


=] 


dered all his Children ſave one, Thus did the Long hei 


 caſthim off: oaſh wasreligiouſly educated underWſ x. 
uncle Tehojadah, but he forfook the Lord; therefole] 14: 


4 
A 
[1 


the Afſrrians with a ſmall Army deſtroyed a gre Sk 
Hoſt of his; And afterwards his own treacherall 7 


be + 2 - Ls,” 
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Rifiug Generation.  - 
Servants murdered him, The like we read con- 
con-{ cerning Amazizh. And. Hiſtories (beſides what is 
Co | recardzd inthe Sciipture) are full ofawful and ama- . 
We” pg of the Lords indignation againſt A-. 
thick} Poltates, and therefore fince if Davids Children do 
7 are forſake the Lord , they are to be reckoned amengft. 
tain, the number of Apoſtates, no wonder that he doth 
; proneen to cal them off forever, el 
: e proceed now to a word of Application, and ,-0 
og. ſhall infiſt upon one only uſe of Pohratiog, let us be USE 
exboried in the Name and Fear of God this day,to endea- 
wour that it may nes be with us, as the Text and Dottrine 
expreſſeth, 1=t us every one in our ſeveral places,and 
capacityes endeavour that the preſent and ſucceed- 
Ot-| ing Generations in New- England, may not.forſake 
the Lord God of their Fathers, & ſo endanger their 
- being caſt of forever, -_ 
able} - Wherefore Conſider, 1, What Fatbers and Prede- 
nced| ſors bevo been; they were ſuch as did ſeek theLord, 
1 As for the body of the preſent Generation in New=: 
al England, it may be ſaid to them, your Fathers were. | 
++ {uchasdid ſerve the Lord, yea, it was love to God, + 
+ af} 22d to Jeſus Chriſt, which brought them into this oF 
loan Wilderneſs, - As the Lord ſpeaketh, Jer.2.2., - Ire, - 
*| member the kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine Eſpou-. - 
fas, when thou wentef# + 06 me in the Wilderneſs, in e - 
'| Land which wat nor ſown, "Our Fathers did not in. 
| their coming bither propound any great: matterste 
LY themſelves reſpeRing this world.;- only that they 
a1 thould have liberty to ſerveGod; &towalk with him 
<4} mall the wayes of bis worſhip, As oneof our worthies: 
211 tath aptly expreſſed,God ſifted threeNations, that ſo 


* ; hemight bring over choicegrain into this wilderneſs 


BI Letusthen remember whatNew-England hath been, 
9! Tthath been a noble. Plant, Jer.2,21. 7 plented ul 62 
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If *aQble Fine, wholly a right Seed, It hath beena Ce- 
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[1]Fee Dr ſale as New-England hath been ? It was ons 


1.06 Twviſs pF, T wiſs his opinion, [7] that when new-Feruſt- : 
S Sur . Temſhould come down from Heaven Amterzc4 would| 
| prone?” bethe Seat of it, Truly that ſuch a Type and em- 


7 | Mr.Medes blem of new-Jeruſalem,ſhou'd be ereGted in ſo dark 


works, 


] WW 30%. 4. andadmiration. ' "ag | 
| Epiſt. 42. * Confider, 2, How ſubjeF men are, yea, the Childre 


p-979- 


A Call to the , 

dar,our Eyes have ſeen the Lord fulfilling thatScripz |. 
ture litterally & gloriouſly, Iſai, 41.19.1 will plant in 
the Wilderneſs a'Cedar, The chief of the Fathers in 
th-ſe New-Engliſh Churches, they were Abrahams: 
He,when God called-him removed out of: Uy of the 
Chaldees, to the place which the Lord would ſhew 
kim, & there built: an Altar to theEverlaltmg God,fs | 
did our Fathers remove out of their own Land,when 
God called'them, and came hither, to build an Altar | 
here to the Everlaſting God, yea, and they have ſe] 
the Altar upon its right Baſis too, Our Fathers 
have been Davids, that is to ſay, eminent Reformers, 
Let me ſpeak freely (without oFence to any) there 
never was a Generafion'that did'ſo.perfedtly ſhake 
off the duſt of Babylon, 'both as to Eccleſiaſtical and 
civilConſtitution, as the firſt Generation of Chriſti. 
ans, that came into this Land. for the Goſpels Take, | 
where was there evera place ſo like unto new | [c«}: 


edt ad 


Ls. att 


a corner of the world,is matter of deep meditation 
$6725 | 


NERO 


of bleſſed" Parents and Predeceſſors ta Apoſftatize: from | 
God, Tt is poſſible that the'Children of David may 
forſake the Lord, and that in a ſhort time-too,when| . 
Predeceflors haye been eminent for God, their/Sut- 


ceffors have been moſt:degenerate, Jer. 2.2177 plaw | e's 
_ ted thee wholly a right Seed, bow 4vt thou turnellinnavhe | % 
degenerate plant f a Rrange Vine unto me, TRi.3 2h; b 


How is the faithful City become an - Harlot ? #-wis Julkt *- 
.of Fudgement, righteouſneſs lodged in it, but dw wiltdes | 
rex, Itwas fometimes faid ugto good-Yamiuel, uhp "2 


- [) 
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Rifng Generation, 

Sons walk not in thy wayes, Andit is noted. concern- 
ing Nabal (a drunken Sot) that he was of the houſe 
of Caleb, x Sam.25.2, That ever ſuch a branch 
ſhould ſpring out of ſucha Stock, Fhe Ephraimites 
were the vile! Idolaters of all the Apoſtate Children 
of Iſrael, yet they were the Poſterity of ſoſeph the 
beſt of Jacobs twelve Sons, ' The perfidious and 
ungrateful Ziphites were alſo the poſterity of that 


-- Hlefled Caleb. but now mentioned, Yea, it isa ſad 
Truth, that Religion hath ſeldome been upheld in 


the power of it, for above.one or two Generations 
together, . Therefore 1t is recorded concerning the 
Children of Iſrael, they turned quickly out of the-may 
mbhioh their Fathers walked in,. obeying the Command- 
ments of the Zord, but tbey drd.not ſo,  Judg,2,17, The 
Fathers and-Leaders both of the firſt and ſecond Ge= 
 neration; were for purity of worſhip, but their Chil, 
dren were not ſo; Their Fathers did endeayour ter 
' uphold Religion in the power of it, but their Chil= 
* dren did uot ſo, © Their Fathers did order their con= 
verſation according to the holy: Rules of the word. 
of God,. but. their Children did not ſo, Hence is that, 
ſad camplaint by-the Prophet; they roſe early and cor-- 
rupted alltheir doivgs, -Zepb.3.7, Andifwe look-into, 
the Scripture and view. the {tory of former Ages, we 
ſhall ſee this to be' true; The Poſterity-of the Lords: 
Servants, the Children of the. Church have in alit- 
tle time. fo forſaken him, as that-ſolemn Feformatzon.. 
hath been-neceſſary, Look-beyond the Flood andwe.. 
\ ſhallſee it:ſo, One of, Adams Children withalbhis. - 
- numerous Polterity fofſook the Lord, Cain was ex. 


th | -- communicate out of the Church and became the Fa- , 
21 © ther of an excommunicate race and Generation... 


| 


tide that'im:Adam's Family continued. in ſome-meafure-de Th 
* | Pure, aboutthe ſpace [+] of an hundred and 
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Fall} --The-firſt Church that ever wasin the world, even, [k] owe 


o 


thirty-1ib.2., 
years Cap.24 ; 


A Call tothe 

years, (þ, ce, until Seth was born) but then great 
Apoftacy prevailed, When the Church was ſmal} 
i one Family, it was more eaſy to keep it pure, by 
caſting out the Apoſtates, but nowthe world grew 
aumerous, & a multitude of ſinners caufed impunj- 
ty in fin, ſo as that they that were godly and conſci- 
entions ' were fain in the very beginning or firſt 
Ages and Generations of the world, to ſeparate 


themfelves and become diſtin ſocieties. -Hence is |* 


that, Gen,g 26. then began men to call upon the Name 
of the Lord, It noteth a ſeparation of the Church 
from the prophane world. After this, a ſecond A- 
poltacy followed, that the Church and world were 
mixed together,even the Sons of Godand daughters 
of men, the Poſterity of godly Seth and of wicked 
Cain,until ſuch time as the flood came and' cleared 
the world of them, Gen.6.2, Then were the Inha- 
Pitants of the Earth in a moſt corrupt Eſtate,where- 
- fore the Pſalmiſt (as it ſeems) alluding to that time 
faith, the Lord looked down from Heaven, to ſee if 
there were any that did underfland and ſees God, every 
on? of them ic gone backzthey are altogetber become filthy, 
Pſal.5$ 23.243. After Religion was revived in'Noa 
* Family, hisPoſterity quickly forſook the Lord,Chams 
Apoſtacy was (as fome Learned men obſerve) about 
forty years after the flood, TheChurch was reformed 
by his ejection, but within fixty or ſeventy years af« 
ter that, the builders of Babel ſet upon their wicked 
attempt, which was deſperate Rebellion againſt | 
the Lord, although Noah himſelf was then-alive, he 
coutd not by all his Authority reſtrain his grandChil- 
; dren and Poſterity, but they would needsbecome- 
- guilty of that Babel defetion, - Aﬀer this, within" 


' a fewGenerations the world was overrun with Ido-' 


atry, When that iniquity firſt began is hard'to' | 
ſay, but it is evident that in Jobs time (who 1s. 
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© after the Flood) the world was filled with ldolaterss. 
. -ham, the Father of the faithful, in a few Genera= | 


| formation begun inhis grand-Father Abrahams Fa= 


\. nue above one or two Generations at the moſt. 


- Groetion, Holr10,9...0 Jreel then be# /rined from = 1] 


\ ad 
"IS. 


_ Chapters of the Book of Judges, where we hare 


Rifino Generation. | 
thought to live about three hundred and fifty years. 


yea, in Abrahams time there was ſuch Apoltacy as 
that Religion was almoſt gone out of the world 
only in his Family" there was a pure Church efta- 
bliihed, Yet his Poſterity did quickly forſake the- 
Lord, , The Iſhmaelites, Midianites, Edomites, (and 
other Nations)who were of the Poſterity of Abra-: 


tions loſt the ſabſtantials of- Religion, and were 
wholly deprived of their Church Eſtate. TheChurclhy, 
was ſetled in Jacobs Family; Corruption, and Su- 
perſtition did creep. into 'his Family, ſo as thathe 
was fain to ſetupona work of ſolemn Reformati- 
on,and that was not two hundred years after the Re= 


mily. After the Chureh was h:come National, the 
truth and power of Religion did very rarely conti- 


(ſometimes not. ſo long) witneſs that Scripture, - 
+ whichkwas worthily opened and applyed in this. | By2Mt 

lace upon the like ſolemn occaſion two years ago, Moodey- ; 
Fode 2-7:16, And the People ſerved the Lord.al - | 
the dayes of Joſhua, and all the dayes of the Elders 
that out-lived Joſhua, who had ſeen all the great 
works of the Lord that he did for Iſrael. © And al, 
that Generation were gathered unto their Fathers, and 
there aroſe another Generation after them, which knew 
#87 the Lord nor yet the works which be bad done for 1/- 
rae]. . Thofe that were the grand-Children of that 
Generation which was brought, out of Egypt, did 
forſake the God of their Fathers, Hence is that 


-dayes of Gibeab, what horrible wickednefs was in 
Gibeah,we may read in the nineteenth &twentyeth 


| w@ © F : | ACall to the ' 
the Story of the Levites Concubine, which though” 
it be mentioned towards the c loſe of that Book, yet 


it ſeems evident that. it hapned before the Judges, 
for it ſeems that Jebus (afterwards Jeruſalem) was 


taken by the Children of Ifrael before they were g0s 
yerned by Judges, Chap.1, wver,$. So that the wick- 
edneſs of Gibeah,and their war with the Benjamites, 
which followed thereupon, was between the death 
of Toſhuah and the Judges, Moreover, Phinehas 
the Son of Eleazar, the Son of Aaron was Prieſt in 
thoſe dayes, Judg.20, 28. which. maketh it very 
manifeſt that, that moſt corrupt Generation, were 
the grand-Children of thoſe, that were firſt emho- 
dyed as a peculiar People, when the Lord did plant, / 
the Heavens, and lay the. Foundations of the Earth, 
fhat is to fay, did build up the Children of Iſrael as Ja 
body politick under Eccleſiaſtical and civil govern; 
ment, the third Generation among .that People 
proved degenerate and apoſtate.., And when they 
. were under a Theocracyor Government by Judges, 
whom the Lord immediately raiſed-up and {et over 


any. of their faithful Judges were take from them; 
Judg.2.19. Son the dayes of the' Kings, After Da- 
wilds Reformation Apoltacy began in the. very next, - 
Generation, in the dayes of his Son Solomon, and- - 
m the dayes of his grand-Child Rehoboam al! 1ſraet - 
Forfook, the Lord, unt'l,God by a fad wara_ akerief 
them to ſome Reformation. Tn Jehoſhaphats time 
Religion was upheld in ſome power; . but;in the, - 
very next Genetatibn there was Apoſtacy, Hezcs 
kiah was 2 great Reformer, but his Son Manaſſeh; 
built up again the hieh places, which bis Father bad 4%: / 
Froyed, and ſeduced the Pedple to, do move evil then did + 
the Nations, whous the Lord deſtroyed before the. Chitn 
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not then taken, Judg.19.11,12. when as that wag |, 


them, how ſoon did they turn aſide from God; when } 
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Riſing Generation, \ -, v5 
gh Wren of Iſrael, Aﬀter this. Joſiah wrought 2 great : 
4 Reformation, and with him did the work of Refor- 
©Sg. , mation and Religion dye amongſt the Jews, upory 
as |}. F[oſiahs death a food of Land deſtroying, fins brake 
'8.Þ muponthat Generation,that within the ſpace oftwo 
 þ andtwenty years after Joſiah was gathered untohis 
k- "| Fathers, the Jewiſh State both Civil and Eccleſiaſti- 
©S cal was quite overthrown ; After the Captivity, Ez- 
th ra and Nehemiah, and the Prophets Haggai and Za 
as | chary weregreat Reformers ; But Apoltaſ, quickly 
bs prevailed, witneſs the Prophet Malachi, whodecla-- 
TY |} reth that not only People but Kulers many ofthem 
phe 3g his dayes, were become. very corrupt. Albeit ; 


0- | they were not guilty of that more groſs :dolatry;for 
nt F* which their Fathers were ſerit into Captivity, yeb- 
by . Covetouſneſs,which is a fpiritual idolatry they were +, 
4 | _ guilty of, whereby they provoked the Lord to ſend: 
Nj |. blaſting Providences upon them, there, being no: 
le | greater puniſhment to a covetgus'man then to have 


oy | the world taken from him, That Generation did 
* [' notkeep themſelves unſpotted of the World, upon- 
| which account, they are by the Prophet- pronoun- 
Z | _eed unclean, Hag'2,t2,14, And when Chriſt came- / 
? into the world, he found the Jews in a moſt degene-- 
rate corrupt Eſtate, Therefore did the LordcalÞÞ, 
4 themaney/andan Adulterous, and a' yiperous- Genes" 
' T4tion. | | | 
Furthermore, firice the CÞBurch hath been by di- 
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7 | vine Inſtitution” Congregational, in thefe dayes of the” 

* þ New-Teftament, men have been no leſs ſubje&to/ 

538 0 Apgltaſy then in former Ages, The Churches if 

7 Galatia were : ftrangely and ſuddenly overrun with © . 

 ; | copruptDodtrine. Hence the Apoſlle faith, Gay | 
6-7 'marvel-that you are ſo ſoon remeved unto anotber LL] Cafe 


-| Coſpe?, "He might well marvel, if the obſervation” pelue ns ? 
'E]great Chretiologers be true, that within @ yeats #iftoris: 
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after- Paul was remoyed from. Galatiato Epheſus; | 
falſe Teachers ſucceeded him, and overthrew his 
Foundation, by endeavouring to advance a mixt Re- 


0] t9!9- remember Ferom, [m] teſtifyeth thatin his time 
$G4-a] Galatia was overrun with' damnable Hereſizs. | 
Ec Zh. 2. And as for the Church in Epheſus they quickly de- 
(7 clined, Rev,2,5, Remember from whence thou art fal- © 
and repent, and do the firſt works, It was (as Hiſtori« 
-ans obſerve) about twenty years after the Aſcention 
of Chriſt that Paul gathered a Church amongſt the: 
Epheſians. Aad ſixty years after the Aſcention, the 
Book of the Revelation was written ; So that there 
had been a Church in that place about forty years ; ' 
In which time the firſt members of the Church muſt | 
WERE | needs (in probability) as to the body of them be dead; 
TR and another Generation of Church memhers were 
Wl þ 41 rilenup which were not like the firſt, The Church. 
j inThyatira, though not ſo Apoſtate when the Reve- 
+: lation was written as ſome other Churches, yet Fc» 
Wh: 1MZpi- clefiaſtical Story mentions how that in a few years. | 
Ebautus de after tbat,there was no Church in that place; which--| 
, ere, was one Reaſon why ſome antient Hereticks [#] de, | | 
f ** © nyed the {divine Authority of the Apocahps, Be-. j 
W.- cauſetherein mentionis madeof a Church in Thu- | 
. ira, when as (faidthey) no Church is to be ſeen 
there, To which the Anſwer is that there had been | 
a.Church there only the Cataphrygian Hereſy.did pre+ 
vailſo, as in a little time to ſwallowup the whole - 
Church, In a word, in all thoſe places, which we | 
readof in the Scripture as having Churches in'themy” ']: 
they-thatare the Succeſlors at this day, are not likes | 
unto them'ithat once were in thoſe very places, In 


" many places they have only the name. not the Truths” 


. 
# 


Albeit, when time was, famous Churches mighty 7] 


ligion conſiſting of Judaiſme and Chriſtianity. And | 
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Riſing Generation. 
have been ſeen in thoſe places. In former Ages Afis 
was the Seat of the Church, when as in thele latter 
- Ages Europe is ſo, 79] which is Judged the Reaſon 

Events tocome 
to paſs chiefly in Europe ; becauſe fince the ten 


' uphold and propagate'his Church. - What ſhallbe 
ſaid more ? It- is evidentthatin the Apoſtles dayes, 
the myſtery of iniquity began to work, much more 


. whilſt the Apoſtle Fobn was yet living. Thevery 


corrupted, It is conceived that /ude lived after moſt 


tet. 


rer.17, of his Epiſtle. Now he complaineth much 
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Kings aroſe there, hath the Lord Chriſt ſeen meetto .. 


after they fell aſleep, Ebion and Cerintbhus ſprang up - 


next Ages to the Apoſtles began to depart from, and 
corrupt the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, in divers re- + 
4 ſpets that might be mentioned, Þ one long fince ob- "0 
erved, that although the Church continued a.Vir- Begeſypio. 
gin until after the Apoſtles death, then it was foon pu - 


of the other Apoſtles were dead, which is judged to - 
'F be the reaſon of his expreſfling himſelf as he dothin. 


| of a-great degeneracy among(t thoſe that profoſled - 
4 Chriſtianity. AT, Fre 
| Conſider, 3. The preſent Generation iu New- Emp- + 
' } land is lamentably degenerate. As fometimes Moſes ' 
Y#ſpake to the Children of Iſrael, Numb. 32.14. Bebold : 

' je are riſen up in your Fathers ftead an increaſe of {faful - 

men, So may we ſay, the hrit Generation of Chri-- 

. ſtians in New-England, is in a manner gone off the - ' 
Kage, and. there's another and more finful Genera» '. .. 
tion riſen up in their ſtead. We. have in former 
*{.years enjoyeda ſun ſhine of proſperity, and that hath 
[been attended (as uſeth to be) with great Apoſtaſy. 

1] It is an apt fimjlitnde which ſome uſe, thatas the - 

-Þ keat of the Sun in Summer breedsa multitude of In= ' 

-Þ ſedts, ſodoth the warmth of proſperity. a muttitude-: 


4] fApoſtates,” . Meu are lothtoheag on thisEargbet >, | 


l 


A Call tothe 
ifwe ſhould deny it, the Lord doth telify again? ud 
that it is fo, as Ioel.1,2. Hear this ye old men ant git 

_ Earallye Inhabitants of the Land, bath this been in your 
eyes, or even in the dajes of jour Fathers ſaith he 
Lord, Were there (faith the Prophet) ſuch Iudge- 
ments formerly as now there are, you may therefore 
eonclude that .you are departed from God, andi by 
your fins have provoked him ſo to puniſh you, Thug 
may 1t be ſpoken with reference to our State & Caſe, 
and the diſpenſations of God towards us,you old mer 
that are here before the Lord this day, what ſay you! 
to'this Queſtion, did you know ſuch Jiudgements ups] p 
on New-England formerly, as of late we have ſeen? tl 
was'it ſo in the dayes of our Fathers? were there ſuch} V 
general and killing diſeaſes ? ſuch a long continuing } G 
Warr # ſo many hundreds cut of by the Sword, yea; K 
ſo*many. hundred Familyes brought to ruine ? Cat-' 
dlefticks removed out of their places, and Plantations} 
made deſolate ! In former times we heard of littk' | 

' beſides ſettlement of Plantations, and gathering of | 

Churches,but of late years, in ſtead of that, rum 

Q 101 have been multiplyed, yea, miſchief upon miſchief, 

WE - * God hath heen ſpending his Arrows; an theaping mi? | 

ot chief upon this, Generation, This Generation is not | 
like the firſt, How many ignorant ones ? how many. 
ſcandalous ones zThere is great -rudenieſs among 
young ones in this Land ; ard in that reſpe& degene | 
racy from the.good manners of*the Chriſtian world. |. 

And ſuch fins as formerly were not known in News | 

England are now become common, ſuch as ſwearing] 

finful gaming, &c. yea, the preſent Generation as to'! 

the body of if, is an unconverted Generation.' £F us 

would notlefſen the grace ofGod,I know that througif. 3 

penny of. the younger Generation are, brohght&f. » 
E' to God in Jeſus Chri't, . yet in- many" \=» L 3 

donbt.iu moſt) Congregations, the number of tncere] 
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Riſing Generation: = 

converts is but ſmal,comparatively with thoſe that rea C 

Fa | main{til} in a-natural & unconverted Eſtate, And as for 

ſome that have theRoot of the matter inthem,yet they 

hs | fall much ſhort of their Fathers grace.Solomon wasa 

56. | good man and his Soul 1snow in Heaven, yet. he- wig 

Sr | not like David hisFatber as to meaſure. of grace afid 

by | fiithfulneſs, 1 Xing.11.6. we may ſee here and there, 

has ne That hath much of his blefled Fathers Spirit and 

fe: | Principles, but how rare are ſuch amongſt us ? Nay, 

ep | the Intereſt of New- England is now changed, from'a 

1 Religiousto a worldly Intereſt ; and in this things 

ups the great Radical Apoſftaly of New-England." 1 not 

en? | ffis to chuſe a ſtrange God ? Hence do we ſee war 

"<> | inthe gates. And the Lord hath beenletting this 

ing Generation bjood in the right vein, fince he hath ta- 

rea | Ken the world away from them, Trade'is almolt 

ng p ruined, Farmes, Oxen, Merchandiſe, which things / 

| have been fought after inthe firſt place, how have 

cls |; Fey failed ? 'New-Fngland is not like this twent 

x of | J<Ars, to be in thatcomfortable Eſtate it was in but . 

2&| Wo years agoe, | | | 

ef} Conſider, 4, There 5s ſad ceuſeto fear what will as 

nifs | loft come on this Generation, There is a conſumption 

not 0 Religion all the world over, as one well obſerveth [p],v.Ful 

any [y]the buryals of Chriſtians are frequent and theix filling | 

ng birth is rare, And as for what concerns our ſelves Scriptures * 
|, more peculiarly, we may fear that there” will bs Is Eyiſt, * 

vo poopeet Apoſtaſy,.becauſe they that ſhould have pre= p,2, 

ented it-are gone. Many times the removalofa © 


ing. feweminent Servants ofGad in theCommon-wealth, 
to 0 Prin the Churches, maketh way for great Apoſtaſte - 
We i quickly toenſue. was it not iſo with the Children of 
jolt |. Nag? when they had a good Fudge over them, they: . 
5} 4 ould ty the Lord all the dayes of that Judge,but 
7x] © cane to; paſs when the Judge was dzad, they-re= 
-&&| Wrned and*corrupted themfelyes more then their 
WS ”Þ . Fathers, 


Ws. 
&& i 
p41 


4% $A $4.0 Het. 


EEE 
6. Babs X STARR 27271 ads . + 
. 
> - > 2 


Fathers, Judg,2.18,19. In Nehemiahs - time: while 


ACal tothe 


he was Governonr for twelve years together, things 


went-well, and God bleſſed the Land wonderfully, 
hut when he was removed, [in one years; time thoſe | 


4ns of oppreſhon, ſenſuality, Sabbath breaking, were 
became prevailing common evils, Neh , 13.6: Alas! 
our NehemiabsAare gone,(l ſpeak it not tprefle& up- 
on-thoſe that ſurvive,but to awaken from the conſide, 
ration .of our ſolemn bereavementsY. our .Pauls are 
likewi({- departed from amongſt us, in which reſpe$ 
we ma\-fear corruption in-Religion will follow, Ads 


20,29. Peut. 31.27. Judg.$.33. Have we not ſeen it 


in, ſome. places, how that within a year after the 
death of- ſuch an eminent Servant of Chrift, Apoſtaly 
to. this/day irrecoverable. hath prevailed ? Further- 
more, the heads ofthe ſecond Generation, that wert 
mof likely to bave done good, the Lord hath fnatch- 
edthem away, and (like Enoch) tranſlated them to 


Heaven, in the mid{t of their dayes;: others that are 


moſt likely to prevent backſliding, and. tobe. Inftru- 
' ments of reforming a corrupted Generation, are not 
likely to:continue long, in this evil world, yea, and of 
lateeven ſince the preſent warr,that we are bleeding 
. under,began,the Lord hath taken away many young 
ones, either by Sword or ſickneſs, who. were the 
hopes of the.Generation. In many Plantations, they 
\thathavedyed of late, were the moſt hopeful and des 


. ©. fireable young men in the places where they-lived, an 


Ominous {gn that there is ſome terrible thing,whicl 
God will do, e're this Generation he paſſed away, |: 


© Confider, 5, How ſad it would be if ſucceeding. Ges 
nerations ſhould forſake the Lord, 11t is evident, from | 


the conſiderations mentioned, that it thay þe , brt 
it wouldbe diſmal if indeed it ſhould beſo, News 
England would then become of all Landy & moſt 
dark and miſcrable. How ſadly doth the Prophet 
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R:ftng Generation, 
ſpeak of Bethaven,now iwhat was that Be thay en? even 
the ſame that wasin former times Bethel, i; e, the 
houſe of God, Hof.4.15. with 1 King.12.2 Am.5- 
5s, If ſach plac es where the houſe of God 4%ath beell 
ereted do once degenerate, they are like to become 
Bethavens, places. of greateſt vanity and iniquity in 
the world, Hence is that, Hoſ.g.15.. all their wick- 
" edneſs 1s in Gilgal, Gilgal was orice famous ypon Re- 
ligious accounts, There .was the Covenant renew- 
edby Circumciſion, there was the firſt - Paſsover kept: 


by the Children of Iſrael, after their.coming intothe-- 


promiſed Land, there did God appear to Joſhua, there 
\ wasto be ſeen a famous Monument of the Lords do- 
' ing. wonders for his people, there, was the Taberna- 
- cle for ſome time, but 1n after Generations an Idola- 
trous Temple was built there,ſo as that it was a foun- 
All their wickedneſs was in 
Gilgal, It ſeemeththe Altar of witneſs was near that 
Pace, 3 which through mens corruptions might eaſily 
abuſed unto much Superſtition. in after Ages. 
*Thes Devil feeketh to corrupt thoſe places eſpecially, 
whichionce were famous for Religion. As Pelanzs ob- 
ſerveth that wittenberge in Germany was the. Town 
where the Reformation in Zuthers time began, and 
therefore the Devil did ſeek. to corrupt that place 
eſpecially, and cauſed it to. become the Seat of grie- 
vous H<refies, . What Land under Heaven, hath 
been more noted for profeſton and Religion, then 


New - England? If Apoſtacy prevail amongſt ſuch a 


People, it is like to be a ſad Apoſtacy indeed. We ſee 


hg already; . Hence. there are ſuch ſad complaints of 


"young men that haye been bred and born in New- 
England, when they go abroad into other Lands tha 
"none are ſo debauched and prophane as. ſome ,0 
*them;” If the "Lord ſhould be provoked to pluckup 
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of iniquity would ſoon break in ? How would. mad- 
ded and inragedprofageneſs know no bonnds ? yea, 
_ this Land would become as Sodom, and then mo} 
deſolating plagues will in thort time follow,Ezek.33, 
23, what became of Cain's degenerate race ? when 
they were become, I know not how'many millions, 
| the flood ſwept away every-mothers child of them; 
xi wherefore all the. Children .of men that are now in 
li the worldare ſtyled the Children of” Seth, Numbgay, 
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they all periſhed in the flood. When the old world 
did Apoſtatize, after the Reformation in the dayesof 


es in'\New-England degenerate, it is an Apoltaſy af- 
ter Reformation. How fatal' is ſuch 4 relapſe like 
to be ? will not the end thereof be with a: flood? And 


' wofn], | ] 
Queff, But what ſhall be done in order to preventiondf 
Apoffaſy ? what ſhall be done, that ſo ſucceeding Ge- 


God of their Fathers ? 
Anſw. As IT have been meditating an Anſwer to 
this Enquiry, I could not but call to mind that Scrip- 


wiſe thoſe two, [F] whom LI have more Reaſon then 
E Fahy © aDy one in the world tothink of) have upon the like 
ſolemn. occaſion, improved many years fince, I mean 


iſh Cotton ; C | : 
my Fatboy, bat Scripture, Hag.2.4. Ter now be ſtrong 0 Zerub+ 


8 [4] 24 


7. [q] becauſe as for Cain's Apoſtate Generation | 


Seth, that ſecond Apoſtaſy proved fatal. If Church. } 
truly to be amongſt the laſt Apoſtates, will be' maſt | 
nerations in New-England may not forſake the' Lad | 


ture which ſome of the chief of the Fathers (at aſt]: 


babel ſzith the Lord, and be Srong © Foſbua, and be Prov | 
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Pfaner. all ye. People of the Land. 1f Zerubbabel; Jofhua, a 
the People of the Land, if Magiſtrates, Miniſters,and 


People all da what duty requireth, the feaxed Aps- 


meaſure andfor a long time. 
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 Rifing Generation. 
4; Let me apply my Speech unto Zerubbabels,þ.e. 
Rulers in the . Common=-Wealth. Honoured and 
much eſteemed, the welfare or ill fare of the preſent, 
yea,and following Genzration doth much depend-up- 
an you, Mapiftrates are in the Scripture compared 
to Corner ffonzs, becauſe where there ts a Common= 
Wealth erected, the ſafety of the whole building 
(undr God) depends much upon theni. . Hence are 


 theyalſo termed Foundations, Pfal.1 1.3. If the foun-- / 


dations be deſtroyed what can the righteousdo ? If 
David had perifhed, Fouridations had b=en deſtroyed, 
and the good People of the Land would have dearly 


felt the loſs of him, . And when in Sauls time there 


were corrupt Judges and Magiſtrates, it is therefore: 
aid, that the Foundations . of the Earth.were ont of 
Courſe, Pſal.82.5. And the Prophet Micah ſpeaking 


| to the Rulers in the Common-wealth of Krael faith, 


ar ye Fourlations of the: Earth, Mic.6.2. It is with 
you ( by the help of Chriſt) to_lay ſuch Foundations 


'& ſhall make Poſterity either happy or miferable; 
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76 A Calttothe - 
Lord of Hoſts, propound ſome things to you,which | 
concern the wgltare of this, andafter Generations in 
New-England, . 
. Is 1 pray you inthe Name of the Lord, that -a ſpeed; 9. 
Effeul Courſe may be taken, that the great things that 
God did for our Fathers, in planting theſe Heavens, and | 
lazing tbe Foundations of this Earth,be faithfully recard- 
ed, and tranſmitted to Poſterity, This bath been thought 
of, and ſpoken of long enough,but why js it not done?, | 
If it be neglected till the prelent* Generation be 'paſ- | | 
ſed aways,the next will be leſs capable of doing it, | | 
The Title of the Book wherein my Text is, leads me | | 
to Infiſt on this, Why is this Book called the Chronis, | * 
cles, but becauſe it contains a Record and relationof | 
the. things which God did for his People 1n antient | 

A 
X 
v 


Wh time, yea, from time to time. The Hebrews have 
My _ termed it, [dibre bajamim| words of dayes. probably 
EY [rOGroti- (as[r] ſome conceive) taken out of the royal Diarzes | y 
RE % [5] /a- of thoſe times, by divine direCion and Infpiration; | | 
: | eabliz, this Book of Chronictes being an unerring ['s] Epi | 6 
4 me of thoſe Chronicles mentioned in the Kings. The, f. .;j 
; Rs Truth-is, thataboye half the old-Teſtament is a'Chro- | 4 
$0] ' nice of things done, by the Lord, for his People in| 
000107 the.years of Antient Generations, You have thett|, - 
Scripture Example abundantly to encourage, inpro-| ' g 
moting a work.of this nature. Hence we. read of} 6 
the Book of Faſher, 2 Sam,1.13, and of the Book of f ,,, 
Nathan the Prophet, and of Gad the Seer;;'1 Chron, | © 
29.29.. and of Abijab, the Shilonite, and of Shemaiah | gy 
MITE the Prophet, 7Chron.12.15, and the._ Story of the|- 6, 
is = Fr] Sce Prophet 7ddo, 2 Chron.13,22. There js alſo plan} 
ir, Mar- Scripture precept [t] as well as Example to move ; 
frals Ser- hereunto, ſee Pſal,78.5,6 For beeftabliſhed-a TefiamerN 
ton 08 = 39 in Factb, ond appoimeda Law in Iſrael which eu| 
Pſal.102, manded our Fathers, that they ſhould make them tat pur! 10 
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ON Riſing Generation. _ 
ich } eventhe Children which Jrould be born, who ſtould ariſe, 
$1 | anddeclare them 10 their Childeen, And again, Pfal, 102. 
t$.Thzs ſhall be written for the Generations 10.come, So _. 
jD.] thatthis is duty incumbent tipon preſent .Genera- 
that | tions to take care thar there be a Record of the great 
and, | works of God towards them, for the benefit of the 
ds | Generations that ſhall. follow, that, ſo "God may be 
ght lorifi-d. TIperceive that ſome good men are afraid 
ne?, | feſt our too great negle&in this matter, may be one 
paſ- | thing that God is offended at. Arid there be two 
gf. | confiderations, which may cauſe ſuch apprehetifions. - 
Me 1 riotto ſeem groundleſs, 'one is. ii that Py thing hath 
01 | ' been formerly urged.[ w ] That faithflll Shepard who! [w]see 
nof | ſpake here it the Name of the Lord upon the like'oc-" a7, 5he- 


1efl | cafion; five years agoe, inſiſted upon this very thing, 2rds Zle< 
"ave | and yet the matter remains unfiniſhed tothis day;” &jun Sex 
ably Moreover, whilſt the body. of the firſt Generation, mou þ.16. 
aries | whom God planted in this Wilderneſs was alive, [+]See Re 
1003.1 there were Eflays this way, for it [F] was propound- cords of 
pa%| ed'to; and'concluded amongſt the Commiſſioners of ;he Com. 
TK |, the united, Colonies above thirty years agoe, fhat'm; foners 
hr0: | there ſHould be" a ColleCtion of ſpecial Providerices' Sept,g. . 
len | of God towards bis New-England people ; And that*ygy, 1646; 
þ memorials being. duly communicated, an Hiſtory 'q 
PI9”:] ſhould be compiled according to Truth,for the beae- 
d of} ge of Poſterity,that they might ſe& how Ged had been 
pk of | with-their Fathers, in laying the Foundation ofthe 
rofl. } Churches, and of the Common-Wealth, Now that: 
naiah | ſuch things ſhould be concluded,and yet never done}. 
f the | eannot pleaſe God, Furthermore, how can we te- / 
1 ſtify to Poſterify our gratitude towards God, for the 

now's great things he hath done for our Fathers, andfor us- 
"ml their Children, in more reſpe&s-then cat! be-now.! 

mentioned,” except ſuch a faſting Record and\Monu- ' 
ns! ment as now ſpoken of, be broughtto perfection, | 
Pry Tithe Town houſe at Geneva, itis written'on digs 
Wh ty 4 Tx4S! BF | 
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ble Pillars un Letters of gold, ſuch a year God def; 
vered this plac- from the ſyranny of Anti-Chrilt, 
and ſ-tup his true Religion among[t us, [x] thereforg 
xJClarks the Senate and People of ,Genzua, bave erefted this Mihus 
Examples, ment,thas ſo thy might 1, ftify to Poſterity their gratitude 
v0l.1, towards Gbd, Letme thenentreat you that are Sena: 
W $.235. forsof this Colony, that a work of this nature may. 

1 not be alwayes delayed ; and the rather, becauſe you 
know not whether your opportunity to encourage 
ſuch an undertaking, will be of Tong continuance, 
Andthis may (by the bleſſing of Chritt) be one Fe 4 
means to prevent Apoſtaſy, The Lord, therefore | 
commanded his People of old, to keep'a Record of 
his works and ſignal Providences towards them, that. 
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ſo.their Children after them mightſet their h 
God and keep his Commandments, Pſal, 78.7, _ 
* 2: 1 prayyouimthe Name of the Lord, totake care-for 
the propagation of the Intereſt of theGoſpel;that the good 
knowledge of the Lord may be amongftthe people | 
under your Govetawent in your time; yea, andaf- | 
ter that alſo, lf1gnorance overſpread' the Land 
Apoſtaſy 'will 'do ſo too, Hence David here faith, | 
bnow thou the Lord God of thy Father andſcrve him, 
| but if thou forſake bim, &c, intimating, that except 
ſucceeding Generations know the Lord, they wilt | 
not ſerve him; but forſake him, Therefore jt con | 
cerns the Magiſtrate,to take effeCtual care, that the {| - 
\. Land be furniſhed with able and faithful Miniſters; 
So we read of Jehoſhaphat, that be cauſed Levitesto!. 
be ſent into all the Cities of Judah who tanght the: | 
People, 2 Chron.17.8,9, And this ſtands'upog Ree 
cord to hiseverlaſting Renown, lt is not every matt! 
that is fit tobe employed asa pulick Teacher, F< 
' raſaith(Chap.g.17,18, - that he ſent unto ſuchand; | 
fych, that they would bring-unto him Minifters Jorale! 
bouſe of God, and thatby the good hand of: F 
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' tation may be furniſhed with a learned Miniſtry, 
' tive times were , for the ſetling of Schodls of 


pp for the propagating of truth in ſucceeding Genes 


' 


 mightdzſtroy Religion, {z] -concluding that the neceſſity; 


. toendeavour that what concerns the Colledge may be 


formerly flouriſhed, Thave nothing toſay againftthat 


n& | more..of the welfare of the upriſing generatictis 18 
he; } _ concerned therein then many are aware of; ' ©? 
ex; | bk rcmetnber it isnoted concerning the karned'Chys 


Rifrno Gentration. 
brought 4 141-of underſtanding : He thatis employed 
in holy things ought to be tuch an one. There- 
fore you {ſhould endeayour that the fature . gene- 


74 


[3] Centy 
The. [y] Writers of eccleſiaſtical Story , ih 2**-7+ 
form us, kow carefull- Chriſtians in the primi- 37» 


Leartings'nall places where Churches had been plan= 
fed, that ſo th re might be able inſtruments raiſed 


rations. And fome have well and truly obferved, J 
that the intereſt of Religion arid good literature,ath [2] &« 
riſenand fallen together, It was Julians -policy 'to fr Reb 
pull down Schools among, Chriſtians , that ſo he ner of 


cauſe that -ſhould not have an able defendant of bumum 
would fall, Therefore Iet there be a pious -and Jearting” 
earneſt ſollicitude about that matter, One of the for a Goſ 
famous Kings + in our nation cauſeq a law to beefla< fel Mmb 
bliſhed ,that all Parents ſhould bring up their HF fer. - 
dren-in Learning, I know there are good- laws\a--F Elfred 
mongſt- us, reſpeCting inferiour Schools, though 1 v.Clark,, 
doubt as to execution there is:great defe&' in thatias v0l.1.ps 
well as 1m other matters, Let me alſo beſeech you 173- 


revived, and 1f it may be in the place whereit- Bath [5 apy 
bat much for it rather;&that greater encouragement ys oth 
be given to thoſe that labour asTutors there. fg] That $,ymon.p, 
waspropounded to this general Aﬀembly four years PR 
agoe,'by 'him that did then fo faithfully dectare the? * 
counſel of God to this Genergtion, . I would'gladly 

fecond-a motion of that nature, as ſuppoſing! that 
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' the Truth toafter ages, Galvin thergfore perſwadet 


.and from whence many worthy Iriſtruments iflued 


| Fobn of Naſſau at the perſwafion of Olevian, where al: 
10. Piſcator taught and . flouriſhed; So. at Zeyden | 


= publick diſpenſation of the word, may -be iin'timeq*; 
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trew, that he prevailed with the Princes'of Megayi | 
to beſtow 3500 crowns o1 yearly Revenue,upon tH8 


. ., Vniverſity of Roftoch, by which-meansthe inteteſt of | 
Religion was wonderfully promoved.' © And it w; 


one of the uſual wiſhes of that excellent man, Vtmu 
Reges ac Potentes rerum Domini, mijorem-Eccleſs8 a 
Scbolarum curam ſuſciperent; O (laid he) that Magi: 
ſtrates would be more carefull to encourage Schools | 
of learning, and thereby promote the good of the - 
Church, The Reformers,did in'this way;and by this \ 
means carry on the intereft of Religion,&:propagate 


the Senate of Geneva toere@& an illuſtrious School in 
that city wherein the Tohgues and Arts were taught! 


forth. And that excellent Prince Cafſmire did the - 
like at Neoftud, where Ur/mand Zanchi were ſome 
times Profefſors So the Senate of Grunberg ereQed 
a Colledge, and choſe the learned Bucholtzer to'go- 
vern it. The like was done at Herborn by Prince 


in Holland, And(not to mention more places) the 
fame courſe was taken at Edenborough in Scotland; of 


whichColledge that famous and holy man, Mr. 9 Þ 


Jock was the firſt prefident, and many choice Inſtru- 
ments of Gods glory have there been educated. 


Wherefore let what concerns this matter;be amongft- | 


the chief of your cares and endeavours; 


- 


\Further;lentreat you, let it beyour care, that none 


but Faithfull ones (as far as men can-judge) be.:em#. 
ployedas publick Preachers: Though the Juſt Jibers' 
ties of Churches ſhould not be infringed; yet: that. 


every Plantation in the Country ſhould have allows. 


Kin - 


-ance to chuſe, whom they pleaſe to labour 1 th87: 
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Rifing Grneratuon., 
peat inlet-to.ignorance, error and profaneſs. Theres 
ore 


let me humbly propound to you, that you world... 
think of ſome expedient,reſpeCing the approbation*” 
' efſuch, as ſhall be under a conſtant improvement. as 


publick Teachers. Yea, and that. there be not any 
place ſetled without ſuch, No doubt but one reaſon 
why the Lord hath let looſe the Heathen againſt us, 
hath been, becauſe ſome Plantations have been ere- 


j. | . ted; andyet no publick ackndwledgerhent of..God 


amongft them, but they have lived, like _ Heafheny 
without Sabbaths, without. the. word "and Prayer, 
which are moral duties that all are hound to attend; 
and it is therefore n-the Magiſtrates to 


ſee that they do ſo, People are ready to run wild into 
the woods again, and tobe as heatheniſh' as ever; if, 1 Y 

Take care _alſo I befeeth © 4, 
; you, for the propagation of the Goſpel amongſt theſe eb 


you doe not prevent it. 


poor Indians. , You know it is. exprefſedig the,Pazerr 
ds one main end _propoſ-d by 'our Fathers 1n' theif 
coming into this Wilderneſs, that fo they might eni= 


deayour the Converſion of the Natiyes, and ſet vp ne 


the*Kingdome of the Lord Jeſus amongſt them. G 


” bythe late War hath made way for the Gofpel-tobe -:+.. ik, 
' entertained amongſt them , > + 5h 
| ſhould not this be conſidered ! = | 
\ 2 TI beſeech you inthe: Name of the Lord, that you» 
would 7n ſpecial manner beware of that which mas the-fouw -* 


Solomon : and what was that ? Truly finfull Tofe- 
tion was Solomons great iniquity, whereby he did 
forſake the Lord, 


more then formerly; .: 
oy -e4X 


"It is ſaid of him, he —_ MT 

.Þlaces for Afhtaroth, 2 King.23,+3: becauſehe did . ©; +; 

2 folerate and give publick allowance, unto thoſe Ido=i ,- > 

Tatryes : and that fin of his was the reaſon whyithe +41. 2 

F Lord ftirred up Adverſaryes againſt him., Doe we- 

| © not find that all the godly reforming Magiſtrates; - '-* 
{Tpoken of in the Scripture, thought it their: concerm © 


IRA & #2 
*% £ 
jos 
< O's - " " 
o *%. 25 "8x 
F © 


fo pull down falſe worſhip, as well as to ſ:t vp the 
true worthip of God, It is a moſt vain objetion 
which ſome haye made, that we doe not read in | 
New Teftament, that the Magiſtrate didever puniſh 
_ any, en actount. of; Tranſpreſſion. again(t the firſt 
Table. No more (ſaith Calvin). doe we read in the 
New Teftament, that the Magiſtrate did ever punifh 
tnen for murder,or other erimes,doth it. therefore fol- 
low that he ought not ſo to doe ? But therein it is ſaid 
that they ought fo puniſh all evill do?rs. Rom. 13.4, 
T.Tim.1l9- And that Tranſgreſtions againſt the firſt 
Table ace evill deeds, Gal.$;19.20; Phil.3.2. 2. Joh; 
NONE Io,1i. And the holy Apoſtle. wiſhed thoſe falſe 
puts Gy: Hi Teachers, who diſturbed the peace of the Churches | 
kg m Galatia cut off. Gal.5.12. Some judicious Authors 
2} —aY goneeieg [1] that-he wiſheth there had been a chris | 
(FecHm Than Magiſtrate in the world to fake. ſuch a courſe | 
with thoſe ſeducing ſpiritsas they deſerved; Moree 
over; finfull Toleration isan evil of exceeding dan. . 
gerous conſequence; Men of corrupt. minds, though, 
ey may plead for Toleration, and cry.up liberty, of 
nſcience, &c;.yet if orice they ſhould. become :nu= 
merous, and get power.into their hands, none would; 
| ag perſecute more than they : So the Donatiſts. [c]. of 
Steidan, Wdand the Germane $f abaptiſis [*].in the laſtage. 
ib, 10cf- And the Armani J rants[+] ih theNetherlands. 
Mics: made hideous clamours for liberty of . Conſciencey 
ba 7o:t, ndthatthe States of Holland were more cruel thath” 
Diſp.Yol. te bloudy Spaniſh, Inquiſttors, yet when, they bex, þ 
2p: 795. came potent, they did: perſeeute the Orthodox .P aeFy 
F fteffors of the Truth... And. indeed. the Tn 
[E..: 07. true Religion atall left, That was Fuljeethe Apoy® 
lin. Z0;- fate hisdevice; in order to an extirpation.of Chrille, #0 
”» d; - anity. And its ai ſolemn word which Mr.Cotto0 Fa = 
” (he firſt and famous Teacher in this Congrepy 4 1 W 
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Riſing Gtner ation 


Wa } more probable way to advance his 
iſh | \Kingdome of Darkneſs, then by a To- 
cſ leration of att Religions and Perſwaſt- 
Ne | ons. Hence ſome of the chief of the 
ih -Popiſh Doors [e] have written. a 
gain{t the Magiltrates power in mat- 
ud | ters of Religion, But. remember 1 
to pray you , how God hath puniſhed this 

- | fin which Lam teſtifying againſt.- Of 
he | .old (as ſome | f ] have truly obſerved) 
Ie, | when once the Romane Emperours 
ks | did indulge andtolerate Arrians, God 
DIS } was provoked to let the barbarous 
Is | 'Gotbs looſe tobreak in-upen the: Em- 
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42 ſp-aketh; [4]-1 wiſh (faith he) that Antirbrifh doe not 
NM creep in at the back door of Toleratiov, 'I doe believe 
NN} tharAntichriſt hath not at this day a:\- 


ie | , pixeand deſtroy. it, ſo: as that the ;Chnrch fled into 
the wilderneſs, had like to have been ſwept away 
ns, . withthat flood, And what mifery this fm hath mor& 
| ther once brought upon our own Land and Nation, 
of Inetd tel you, It isa very memorable paſſage,which 
un Þ. Ftindrelated inthe lifeof that great learned Uſher; 
ud; | when Popiſh Idolaters were by the Civil State al- 
of | lowed, Well (faid that Worthy of his time) yor ſhall 
- findthat God will puniſh you forty years hence by 
|. thoſe very men,'whom you have {ofully indulged? 
and ſoit came to paſs; for juſt fortyyears after that 
F was the Iriſh Rebellion, This:very fin which'God - 
£25 .allethme tobear witneſs againſt this day, hath'been 
05 ; rue tothe intereſt of Religion in ſome Chri= 
of } flian-Nations; The Toleration of Socinianiſme hath 
Provedtlie ruin of the Churches in Poland and Tris 
Phoania,” Yet itis far from my defign- in ſpeaking 
— $3, to tir vp Magilirates to that which the Scripture 
109-1 ls Perſecution 3 it were better to ere by toomuch 
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Tenent waſhed, p.192% 
e. Sic Becanis, Marige 
ana,Harding contre Firs. 
elum, Hart in Ro 
dum.Sic Bozzius en Roſ=. 
ſens, quos vide citatos 
apud KF eckerin, 'in polite. 
f.933. '4t Paraumi 
Roms 13, | 


f. 24r, Strone  Selek | , 
Sermons, p.263. 264.. b 


indulgence 


, All to the 
indulgence towards thoſe that have the root of the 
matter. in them, than by too much ſeverity, Nay, as' 
to thoſe that are indeed Heretical, Ican for my own 

OIAS _.- part'ifay with Luther, Ad judicium ſay- 
See Sr. Simond D' Ew?s guinis tardus ſum, Thave no' affetionto 


þ- G7. to ſuppreſs Hereticks beſides #eretiq 
TEL | cidz, witneſs what was done by great 
| Conftantine for the ſuppreſſion of Arrianiſme, Ne+ 
:..,Vgthelels, approved writers who are - large e- 
;-4naigh in the point of Toleration, deelare, that they, 

the principles of whoſe Religion are diſturbant, tb 

the civil State and Conſtitution of any place,may not 


_ cfajts are not to be permitted)ſure then they whoſe 
Religion, and-whoſe Profeſſion doth -warm inits 


Churches of the Lord TJeſns, ought not to be tolera- 


Femufte- T.ords Altar;and (it may be) to take-thoſe hands thit 
Satan, I ſay, to-take thoſe hands to -adminiſter-[F} 
nation enough to make deſolate, Certainly (much 

5 honoured in the; Lord) if your bleſſed Fathers, and 

7% Predeceſlors were alive, and in place, it would notbe. 


ench, fuch profaneneſs as this would ſoon be fup- 
Preſlzd. And ifitbe ſo, that the Spirit of Rule 


bis Pronitive Praftice fanguinary puniſhments in ſuch caſes. Þ 
for preſerving Truth, And certainly there are other wayes | 


. - bexndalged; (and that therefore Popiſh' Prieſts and | 


bowels, a fatal Engine, againſt the. Kingdome and,” 
ted, - Nor .15-it tolerable, for any ſort 'of, men #- } 
| mong(t us, to ſet up a Mount Gerizzim, -that if theſe, |, - 
+4. . Or thoſe are 'Fu/y caſt out of the Churches of Chriſt, j\.4" 
#1] Phrik- they ſhall: be ſuffered to fet up an Altar againſt the'þ” 
7/4 . are in the Name of the Lord Jeſus deliveredupto} 


the dreaifulmyferies of the Kingdome,it'is an abomi-F, 


” ſe; If Winthrop, [4] Dudley, Endicot were upon the | 


New-England is changed, if you do become.cold and | 0 
ingdiferent'in the things of God, departing fromyour | 7 
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- former love, and zzal for the Name, Truth, anr 7 
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Rifiug Genera dion. 

bleJ:d Ordinances of the Eord Jeſits,  T will be bold 
to ſpeak to you, as once Mr, Brightman ſaid, to a grea- 
ter man then any of you all, if zt be ſo, you may be- 
yeve it, that God will change either you, or your Go- 
yernment'ere long, I ſpeak itto you with great ſo- 


| lemnity ef Spirit,and inthe Name of him that is high- 


\ er then the higheſ?, 

. 4. Labour ( L likemiſe pray you in' the Name 
of the Lord) 'to the utmnoft of your power, that the 
work of. Reformation may be promoted in this Generation. 
I ſhall not need to inſiit here, becauſe this Argument 
was abundantly and worthily enlarged on {g] by him 
that ſpake in the Name of the Lord on this" oecafian 
three years agoe. Since that, the holy diſpenſations 


| of God towards this People have been very dreadful, 


ſo that the Lord calls for Reformation, now more 


. Generation that is to come ſhould not ſee, thatſome 
notable -thing was done with reſpe& to a Reforma=- 


. tion of provoking evils, it would be ſad indeed ; and 


the more ſad,in that there have been Z//ays this way, 
and fince the late (and to thisday not fully ended) 
*Warr, a Committee appointed by the. general Court 
to enquire into the cauſes of the high diſpleaſure of 


Lord may reſpite us for a while, but except there'bs 


a Reformation of provoking evils,we have no Rea». 


fon to expect otherwiſe, but that a worſe. thing will 
* £OMe Unto, us, 
forobr fins. 
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And how is there. like.to be that Refor- 
which the .Lord requireth, except you that 


ie Leaders over this people,do.your utmolt to pro; 
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then ever. Ifthings ſhould paſs away thus, and the * 


God, which bath been manifeſted, and ſuch and ſuck - 
evils, concluded to be matters of provocation, and 
| Laws enadted for the ſuppreſhon of them, ſhallitall | 
come. to juſt nothing at laſt ? ſhall «edare todally 
with the Almighty in things of this nature ? The -* 


& thatþe will puniſh us yet ſeven times . 


mote 


[g]Mr,\; 4 
Torrey in* 
bis Elelj- 
on Sermo 


F Cal tothe | 

moteit ? where do you read of any great and genie. 
ral Reformatjon brought. to paſs, except the civil 
Magiſtratedid forward it ? It is true,that many times 
God doth make uſe of his Meflengers and Miniſters to 
ſet the Wheel a going, but then Magiſtrates have 
fallen in with them, - The Prophets Zaggai and Za 
cbary ſet the work of Reformation upon the Wheel, 
but Zerubbabel and Shealtiel (godly Magiſtrates) car- 
ryed-on the work to Effet, Ezra.5-1,2. Luther bes 
. san the Reformation in Germany, yetif ſome of the 
| _ Princes there, had not engaged with him, the work 
Reed the bad'never been carryed on with ſuch ſucceſs. Calvin 
E lives of Lu (and other eminent Miniſters of God) exhorted ths 
_ her, Cat- People at Geneva, unto Reformation, but if the Se- 
| >ng#Ida nators of that place had not hearkened to'the voicg- 
me,0Cc6- Lf Godin thoſe Exhortations, the People would have 
lempali'y remained unreformed fill. Zwinglins by his Minis 
7d fry was inſtrumental towards the accompliſhing 
prone Reformation in Zurich, but then the Magi | 

rates of that place fell in with the Word of God. 
Occolampadius was an happy Inftrumeut in the hand 
of Chriſt to reform Baſil; but if the Magiſtrates of that 
City had not ſet to their helping hand, Oecolampaiiu | 
alone might have laboured in vain, The like 1s to” 
be ſaid concerning the Reformation of Berz, ( not. to'Þ- 
on more Inſtances) where that learned # alle 
| Faiewas oncea preacher of the Goſpel, * I know you! 
- rannotchange mens hearts, yet you may do much (i 

| God helpyon) towards the effetting an outward Re-/I 

formation, which will procure outward bl 4M 
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; tice of it, that # + very FAdocergte PM the Children oft th 
'Chirehi0'be brought ip in the fight of Diviſions among 


+64'lJamentable> end in'this Country, [+] who pro. 


| _ - fefſed-that"the Diviſions which he obſerved amongſt | L 


T58ly 
eyed, Hp thay $ceiprurs, - er.32. 39, I will give them one Le 


hen, had 6ccaſfſonedhis ruine z Letus Temett» | " þc 


r me, for good of them, and of their Chil: Þ 
Jb#m:'© If there be. a divided heart among | th 
Chiiftas,fnd theſe Diviſions appear openly ; ith 
K\vEORe" Ay On after ther, "Te166 : 
| vifieRo v1.ct) 


he | 
018h#s> 
yech from: yr hart mi 


bekrreofon 
dont 


> Medhow NaN ern | 
fiongitthis:People: I double not but.yo 2 
cohfider” ae 1 re poke theſe things, nat Hh 
frien$-6rly, but as if the Capacity of an unworthy | 
alin w_ thenmofthighGod unto you;this fl Mi 
ko my Conſcience” bears me witnefs 
thB hold GH; thatan eameſtdefire that the wille: 


* Got gbne/hath'caufed'me thus ty expreſe 
| rhyfelf;waiſoateſrethatyon ghee Fl fort | pb 
tadrnowabd inthe dey whenyou muſt giveup yoor | Fat 
2coount toithe S6h of God; concerning your'St a [. | hol 
ſhip; -whiidin his Proyidence be hath enfrriſted you | fs 
with';: awdJ' that your”-names* might be honouradly, | © 
_ ſpokanofinthenext' Generation; when'you ſhalf be; Jos 
infogs gore. ora ner yen Jebu's/ pamethat, | ba 
7: Gol bigen# turtr48) ſhort, 2 Ts: 2 | 701 
novts mmubatitis tecordetlito Poſterity;ttat hoe 
ae bicdagr thi» @doizes pooolicd, 4 Ctiron,at. 18, Nor 
wt} r-hongvr, ihe 'nexÞ Generiitids | Ch 
. = furhian@ſiichiWorthies and Pafribts v.. 
&manzgement: ; ir New- Zug lid, nd, | 
db. & reorgorna ings wenbiven,” God..did eſvand. | of 


«vduild;:and!- b3dſper; end, 7 00e rate mn he; « TE, 


# 8 i} 


= 


6 acquit themſelves as hecamethem, now let_me ſee: , - 
N&|| hat you'will do: Follow them as they followed .._ 
# \ Chriſt, Give me leave: to. tention two. or thres- 


\ | piers, - The Prophets dot Ur; 
our | Fathers where are they ? they are now in Heaven bes 
td; | bolding the gtory of Jeſus Chrilt ; And the 98. Joy | 
you | ſis who ſometimes faid to the Angels of the Churche .. 
bly. | ; 7 know your works, ſpeaketh to us ſaying, the great: 

4 jars of my Kingdome, which once were in, the... 
i | tands of your Fathers to manage, are now cone into ; 

ob 


| | Rifng Generation CS 
zone, the work fell into other hands, and in3heir 
jes there was trouble upon trouble, wars, ſicknef- 


\ Tes, Sword, Fire,..deſolations in every corner of the 


Land, for.it (thus to be ſpoken) would not befor, your 


| bonous, Butnow that it ſhould be ſaid, thopgh:the 


Lord afflicted the Land for a while, you. cauſed: the 


then God did own them, atid-bleſs them-mare' then 
ever; this will. be to-your honour amongſt men:irvthis 
world, and more to your foy when you ſhalljappeat 
before Jeſus Chriſt,. then _ if Crowns of Dindems 
ſhould be {et uponyour heads. The Lord grant it 
may be ſo... | RING: 


2.Let me fumbly ropoſe this | ho ion to thaſs 
bi are Miniſters he houſe © (> Hi h 
many ſuch before the Lord in this great Aſſembly. 


| My Fathers, and Brethren, the Generation; that ig: --*. + 


preſent; ahd that which is to come,. will b 


Weare many of us emine: 


of | for us,if we do oor emines oF hs Ares, - 
i 


the Children of or | 


Ylive for ever;zand; 


your harids, they were faithfol co my Name, and did; 


Foes | words, which if che Lord kelp us to remember them 
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thalf ferve our Generation according to. the will 


volt” | 3; rkohe! ons ſelves faitbful in mbat concerns. 
4 # by Xs | ec "( Ed; 


And therefore we ought to be care- 
OP G 2 | ful, 


People.under your charge to turty unto. the Lord, &- « 


.There are; 
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ful, whoare adnlittedthere, - Though others area, 
focohcerned therein,yet in a more peculiar mannes | & 
.that matter belongs'to a8. Weare in relpett of {acre to 
- Office relaticn b-fore-theLord, Porters that have the | tq 
charge:ofhisbouſe;&'we are lolemnly chatged;Ezek. |-the 
44-7; (itisa Scripture that concerns Minijters of the | $0 
New-Yettament) nottobring intd the LordsSanRy; | ple 
ary; uncircumcited in heart; co'be in the 'Sanftuary | car 
to pvliate it, and toeat the bread of Godithere, _ 

de-d-as for thoſe whom Godhath admitted {into hig \| ple 
houſe -(in-any degree) by any Rule of his, We muſt ' Bui 
notturnthem outti} the Lord do it. But that whick 
T.inteng, is the admiſſion of perſons into fall Commu. | out 
nion, we know what our Fathers have taught cog- | the 
Eerning- that matter, viz. that there'oughtto bean, 
Holding forth Faith and Repentance before adm jſſhon' or 
to'-the-Fords Table; And it is well ſaid by bleſſed, - 


Mr Mitchel [7] that laxneſs in that point, wouldbe' | © 

2 hl parte from our former Profeſſion; yet I” tha 
wiſh there be not Teachers found in our Iſrael,” that; } - 
have eſpouſed hotel rinciples here, deſigning, | 2 
$6 bring all perſons to the Lords Supper, whohayean; | 


Hiſtoricat Faith, and-are not ſcandalous in life, a.” 
thonighs th-y never hadExperience of a work-of, Re-;Þ Are 
generation on their Sofils, and- liye in. the negleQtof, |. 
ſecret- duties, wherein the life and power. ok, godli-. I... 
neſs efpecially conſiſts. . Now. this would, corrupt/f 

frches,.and ruine,al ina little time, The negled,.þ het 
[4] of this principlsbf Truth, that ſuch ,membersof-. 
the Church, as are. admitted to fill, Communion; 4,0 
ought to be Regenerate, converted perſons, the non ) 
attendgnce unto that did (as a worthy Divine of.ong | 
own hath well noted) lay.the Foundationto great! Bir. 


Apoftafy,which the Chriſtian Church hath B-enlongs.Þ4, 7 


ſubject unto... Again,.if, we would, be faithful as. Fry 
to What concerns the Houſe of God, 6. Pu ea 
ze Mud ms yy 7 | . . Ve r 
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he | 


. | Shall we be content to goe to heaven alone, an 
' | firiveto carry as many of the 'Generation we liye ing. 
| Jong with us as poſſibly we can? Alas Apoſtacy will 
© } prevail,and thefe Churches cannot be kept pure long. - 
|. cept converting/work goe forward, O' there»; 


| Riſing Gmneration: _ I 
4avour that "the building ' thereof be carried on; 
to perfeQion : ' As David in this Context, ſpeaks: 
ta Solomon, Take heed wow, for the Lord hath choſen. 


" thee 10 build an bouſe for a SanTuary, be ftrong. and doe it, , 


- Sohath the Lord been pleaſed to chuſe us tobe em, 


| ployed in building his houſe, which hath not been 


carried on to the deffred perfeion. ' Our Fathers 
did like David, He prepared Materials for the Tem- 
ple; ind then!” left it to his Son to goe on with the 
' Bailding * So did our Fathers, leave us Principles of 
Truth, which-they did with much coſt and pains, dig 
out of the rich veins of the Scripture, We have need 


; | therefore to be much in Prayer,.and Humiliations, 


before the Lord, that ſo he might vouchſafe, to. ſhew. 


on; | 8 theform of the Houſe, and. the faſhion . thereof, 
' 4 and og: goings out thereof, and the comings. in 
y ; thereo - ; ; * ' 


; 
- 


"2 Let nsmabe Converting work our main | Deſign. 
Hof, 


| firelet us preach for this, and pray for this, & ſtudy 
for this; that precious immortal Souls may be con- 


#F rerted'to'God through ſeſus Chriſt. And to this endit- 
| vill begood forus to UTE prion inſtruction of. | 
£ thoſe tnder oltr charge,as far timea@& ſtrength will. [{]r. 4... 
'{ permit.us, IT remember it 1s noted in thelives. of 
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m, See Dr. Tuckaey on. Exod, 
28,436. P. 429. ntl Buller, "15 : 
Hioly State-p,268- And Green- them, we are not likely, to doe. 
hiten Fzet,42, . 334. 4nd. 
Afr. Dury i*by Diſcourſe 0n | -a MIENCNAlt] 
- 3he Queſfior, bow far a Mini» and entangle: himſelf with (09:4 
'of the Goſpel may ingage affairs. of this, life, again 
ſelf in civil affairs, 


p*1 Lawyers, to handle.the Code. inltcadof the Allah 


- oftheſe Churches generally). fo much cannotbe dane 


. ter you 


Canto tne 


b=en blefſed with eminent ſucceſs, as to. the Conyers 
ſton of Souls, ſo as that whole Towns. where. they 
have lived have been wonderfully changed, upon ta» | 
king this courſe, . I know that where there is. but | 
one Etder in a Church .(as/alas ttat is now:.thecae | 


wa. <a ”> 


9 4c Gent coed mk Was noo a ai wo ad 


that way as is to be deſired; yet-if we doe as much ax 
we can, the Lord Jeſus will accept of it; and it may 
be, ſucceſs will be beyond expectation, :; Many an 
one that minds not a Sermon , yet when. he sbya|. 
Meſſenger. of God particularly ſpoken to, andtold; | 
you are yet in your fins: if yen be not n?w. boxn,bet- | 

ad never ' been born; he falls: down, undey 
conviction, And poſſibly words that: we little think 
any ſuch thing ofnow;, will be {mentioned again to 
our exceeding, joy, and rejoycing, in the day of.Chrilk 
when we ſhall ſee and ltear many Souls ſtand. forth |. 
and_ bets the Lord Jeſus thatever they knew us, & 
that ever welſ; ake to them in the Name. ofthe.Lord] 
both'pubtickly and privately; even, in the.day.when} 
each ofus that hath been faithfult in his Generation; 
ſhatl tay, Lord bere am 1, and the Children that thou buſt F- 


— 


_— 


given me, Moreover, if we would. convert, Squlsyf* 


and be bleſſings indeed to this Generation, , - it-con*Þ 
Ccerns us to be very careful of our perſonal. ConverſtF 

2 9s _  *. " flon, & what examples. we {eb} 
before. others. If; we, doe: nobF 
ve Sermons as wellagpreac.þ 


any great goed.. For a Minilier B 
of Chrift. [m].to,be-a Merchathl 
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expreſs charge of . TOYS 
Ghoſt; or for them to, be Gafe F- 


Lo. 


x 193 


ws ed; 
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bai ing &: ner tion: | 
ca. þ Tae dy the Statutes of the Landinitead' 
they}. rates of Jeaven; for ther fo app 
Lt | and plead? Cauſes in civil Sons kc 
but} very uncomely, One of {the | Adici nes: 
caſe | that $ucerdos tn Foro, ct Mercator in Tem! 
be tolerated, Certainly ſich Prea 

has} ty to be inftraments 6 Son's * 


RY. 

may | yefs, Mich mote doe they. hinder f 

5 an | of Souls, that ſhatl call the bf nit 

bya|- a 'etbe of a ſcandalous;Conyerſation., V 

told; ts of Jeruſdenrate1i; lit Perſons, Pipian 9, 

bet= Lit i forth; into all the 9M. | 1 have fea 2 
tne- 


ndex | where of one that was  prievouſl > aac 0g tc 
hink | iſm on this account ;. Far (ſai Sig tha 
na to] fender a Miniſter he will 
riſk} but his converſation is not, Actor Sh, L 
forth |. will be driink ſometimes; 2 0 Becta 118.an 
| vious, and therefore liow « Afi T YITe. 

any God' or Devil, Me Ven or. PF 
when Þ thing? An evilt Example Je. 

EX 


Yo 
i 


tion. EEE of the Gener 
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, it is ST we 
men, pet niay meet role Be 
+ Mm ſec S BY their off 

v _ the'care and charge" pete 
@F Yea (in'our meaſure] the care, o 
1atty! | onght't gbe” upon us: Ire, we Mm | 
4 1 titons Bk thoſe that' ſha come. after. us., 
; bs blick ſpirit well becometh our publick Þ 
Merefore upon all occafions to (peak and aQ 
ris ding zly, * Ard verily, the Lord will write c 
blog. courſes 1 in his book of Retilethbratice , 7 = we 
G 4 . thall 
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Hhalkne tbefBrty, that w s hav laid our ſelves out 
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ſhall be glad to hear of thera again at that day,ve mu | 
every: WEE us, (Miniſters as well as People) appex 
in a greater rereeetion than this , 'and. then, we 


for his Peop le;yea,the more we have dane 
for Chat for” the* "Generation wherein VE live 


ter will our glory be, wheri we ſhall. .hear | 
Dons 


EE thou. into the Jay; of thy Lord, 

Us to approvegur. ſelves faithful : Ie, 74 
| /hen he the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, he 
will BE - Unto uSA 7 IPES yo} Story which ASE not 
AWAY... © Baie i 


Tata the Kit place, ated my ſpeechand Ex- 


oe na i ſayin one thou, ral 


— 


tereiirinthe Name of the Lord, unto the peopled | 


this Land:-. There are” here reſent thoſe that are 
'of this” ſir sdidtion. You! have a great gpportunity 
pur but hands by the providence of God,todop | 
+ this and affe; enerations, viz, by endea- 
Ng the eſtabliſhment of righteous, and religious | 
Jaws) in the Common; weak, hat ſo the. Lord Je fr 
might reigathere, _ Eſpecially, let me propou 
you, that you would take ſome effetual courſe, that | 
good Laws whichare already eſtabliſhed,may be dur 
Iyexecuted ; And that ſome. further.care mig; oy: 
taken .for the ſup preſſing, of that wickednels tf 
uſually comm ited the. miCht after the Sabbath, | 
HatHilately kindled a fire in this place, and. it was on 
the nigbt after the Sabbath, why ſhould we wondex * 
atit ?Tcannot ſpeak it without ſome anguiſh of Sple - 


= alſo mention another th to yopzlh have po 


- 


| tro & inthe” ST and ſtead of the, people | 


AS 2-H Lene OO aq 2,159 = rH dl 403) Oh my wy hy. Sas 


or 


ke 
Ce an: 
> 


Fit, there is more wickedneſs mig uſually od | 
t night then in all the' week beſides. * Therefore T. 
think' of fome expedient to help in this caſe, Let} 


BE 

Re þ 
mY RT 

: of,” 57 - 
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' Not think that this is any new notion, but it 1s a known 


inthe dayes of: Joſhua, when as the. Scripture: teſtify< 
' Joſhuabs ſpecial deſigne in putting the People upon... .. @. . ..? 


Name of the Lord, commend this matter to you, ang Z be 
| leave it with you, ; and God incline your hearts tods :.. . 


| part ofthe preſent Generation is met together in this; 
: great Aflembly ;a few words let me ſpeak to you, and 


{ the God of your Fathers. 


 Fiples which our Eathers owned. - There are-miſtakes.; 
1 'in the minds. of ſome, who think that the Fathers of - 


. 
LIK 3 
ſo: 
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Riſing Generation. _ 
ly upon a ſolemn. occaſion mentioned.it to the Ho-: - 
noured Magiſtracy,. and therefore now apply my f-If 
ta you; it is this, that you would recommend unto 
the Churches in. this Colony a- folema renewal:of 
their Covenant with 'God and one another, Thatzis' 
a great Scripture expedient for Reformation: * Do 


Principle owned. and avowed by{[o] the goodib 
noh-Conformiſts, (-whoſe Children we are) The 
new) of Covenant js the way to atiain- Church Reformge:® 
$on,which Principle was much-improved byth&chiebs 

of the Fathers, of theſe New-Engliſh Chumehes, {and: 
herefore I-the rather infiſt upon it) this 15 the way: 
to prevent Apoſtaly, The Covenant was renewed 


» 
o 
w 


& <- " 


eth,that in his dayes the Children of Ifrael continued —* 
to ſerve the Lord, wherefore Divines obſerye, that .:+- - 4 


renewing theix Covenant, was that'ſo they mighth +. 
kept from future Apoſtaly, I do.:therefore inthe . 


that which ſhall be pleaſfing'in his fight. And if. the. | - 
Lord intend not further ſhakings and deſolationsa-! 
mong{t theſe Churches, I am-.perſwaded that; this; 
motion will, be hearkned unto, and-complyed with.” 
Moreover, there are many others ofthe:People of the? 
Land here, before the Lord this day, a” conſiderable! 


ve with you,that ſo you 


' 


nay not forſake the Lordz” 
"25 oF . X I | by | | i , 
. I, Zet us lahourto he rightly infermedreſpeRing Prins, 


Bis Colopy, algrmed this and ſo, albeit, it Na” fat. 


_ _ 


A Call to the 


ing now incarneſt, and defirons to ſpeak with ut- 
moſt ſolemnity) enter upon things which are more 


Fathers alwayes owned and avowed this Principle of 
Truth, that nothing ſhowld be admitted imo the worſhip of 
God but what there #« Scripture warrant for,nor any thing 
eglefted wbichthe Lord bath inftituted, The cauſe of 
- the ſecond Commandment was that which our Fa- 


* . - Church Adminiſtrations, that things ſhould be reduced 
86 the Primitive, Apoſftolical pattern, An excellent 
principle, albeit, that bleſſed Martyr, Mr, Laurence 
Seunders was accuſed of Hereſy for aſſerting it, And 
Fremember that great learned man and bleſſed Mar- 
thr Peter Ranius, profeſſeth-in one of his Fpiltles, that 
p]Yide edeepconfideration of this Principle, [p] that thz 


ni E pip. Wat things ſhould beregulated according'to what was then 
d Cardi- fa#iſed in the Charches of Chrift, cauſed him to be- 
2”. Lorba- dome a Proteſtant ; yea, and for the Congregationat 
moum p. #2 of Church Government, And: indeed the Con- 
256,257, Ros way truly tated; is that which our Fathers 
zveſtedfaſtly owned and avowed, that isto ſay, asit 
is held forth in the -platform of Diſcipline, and by 
Me, Cotton in his Book of the Keyes;they were not for 
Presbyterianiſme, nor yet for Browniſme, 'Remem-' 
ber blefſ-q4 Mr. -Nortozs laſt words, in this place and 
 Viderthis Roof, 5 
2% + Keep up the power of Diſciplime in Churches.; 
When Apoſtaſy prevailed; in the Afatick:Churches 
there was the origina1 wound, They did not bran- 
eai{bthe Sword of Diſcipline, which is Chriſts own 


whictt by degrees proved ruinous to thoſe once fa” 


Controverſal amongſt us, but certain it; is, that our. 


from them, ſo toteach, orſo to think, T ſhall not (be-.- | 


'thers were ingaged in the defence of, And as t& ' 


Petri Ra- Apoftolical Age was the golden Age of the Church, and 


— 


expedient; andappointment, for the preſervation of [ 
Chnrches in pbrity; yea; this was a' fatal negle&, |} 


-mous | 


- 
_. : 


Riſing Generatin, ot ? 
mous and : glorious Churches. Some learned merr - 7 Poes 
| [4] have well obſerved;that the neglect of Diſciplin2 2 a ſcout 
in the Churches ofAfia broughtin corruption ofman- ,;.  * 
ners, and. corruption of manners was (through the |, iſpuatis 
juſt revenging hand of God) attend:d with corrupti= *s u » 
on of Do&trine, and theſe together provoked: the ' ©? 
Lord, to lay thoſe Churches molt deſolate.  Andas _ 
for the Children of the Covenant let Diſcipline be 
extended towards them, according as they are Sub« 
| {cas capable thereof, Did not our Fathers come hi- 
ther..in. hope that they ſhould leave their Children, 
, under: the Diſcipline-and Government of the Lord. 
Feſus.in;his Church ? Hath not Chriſt owned the ap= 
plication-of ſolemn publick Admonitions,(c.toſome” 
of them, that have beer- Children of the Church, 
(though not in full: Communien)-even ſo as to con- 
' vert their Souls thereby ? why then ſhould difputes 
about the mode wholly evacuate the thing, when- ſo 
much of- the- welfare' of Souls, -and; the Intereſt of ; 
Chriits Kingdome is concerned therein | 
3- Z00kzoyorr Families, Families are the Nurces ; 
ryes far Church and Commaon-wealth,. ruine 'Fami--_ 
hes, andrtineall.. Order thent 'well- and the-pub-- 
lick Statewilt fare the better ; the great woundand-. | 
miſery. of-Nem- Eng/and-is that Familes are out,of - , _ 
Order, - As-to'the generality of houſeholders, Family Reed My, 
Government .isloſt;&gone;Seryants do-not fear their 5/0c4jou 
Ma ters, Children do-not-honogrtheir Parents in: 9f Famil 
that reſpett thei-Znglzſh are become like untothe no 1,/truitiag 
dians, Let Chriſhansmake conſcience of itas their 
duty, $2 ruletheir own houſes well, and be carefut- 
that -Family InftruMon be upheld; the Judgemenits 
God-ſhould: awaken to this, In ſome Families: . 
1 the Childrenhave naFatherleft to inftruct themy nw; : 
{ other-Famikes Fathers. have no Children left to be 


|- Inftcudied by them. by-theſe terrible Judgguiates: h 
Pk | | | ney 


f 


A C all to the 


they that have Familyes, ſhould learn to: be diligent 
in Inſtrufing of them, whilſt they have an opportu- 
nity ſo to do; And this is the way to prevent Apoſta- . 
ſy, for ignorance is the mother (not of devotion but) 
of Hereſy, Vſually, they that prove Hereticks,. are 
ſuchas were never well grounded in the knowledge 
of Principles, never well inſtructed in Catechetical 
Fundamental Do&trines and points of Religion, The 


T] Read Wwuldenſes [r] preſerved and propagated the Intereſt 
be Eſi/to- of Religion by diligence, in catechiſing their Chil- 
» thewaj- den. When certain Feſuits were ſent amonglt- 


them to entice them from the Truth to Idolatry, 
they returned amazed, profeſling that Children of 


ſeven years old amongſt thoſe Waldenſes knew more 


1n the Scripture, and of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 
.then many of their IearnedDoQors did, Take heed al-' - 
ſs how you diſpoſe of your Children, you that are 
Parents look at Religion and the fear of God, in dif-. 
poting of your Children, That bleſſed man Mr, Dod' 
(the Moſes of his time) would ſometimes bewail it, * 
that Profeſſors of Religion would ſay, there 7 a portion 
& Civility, we will bope for grace; but (ſaid he) rather” 
nuke ſure of erace,and bope for riches, there is far greater” 
Reaſon for it, ſmce Godlineſs bath the Promiſes riches bave 
zone, It may make us dread to think what's coming, ' 
in that it is with us, as it was with the old world, the 
Sons of God are martying with the daughters of men, 


 Clinrch members in difpoſing of their Children look 


more at portion then at piety, If their Children are * 
like to live well in the world, and their Familyes to 
be made richer, they look no further; a fad fign that” 
Religion will expire, and ſuch.Familyes be cutoF 
, from the Covenant, within a few Generations, and” 
the branches thereof periſh for ever. © 3 © #7 
'&. Pray with all manner of prayer and ſupplication - in 


the Spirjs, Pray.as fometimes the Martyr did, Eye $1 


| 


| Ring Generation: 
de not tho forfake me, left 1 forſike thee,Pray for your 
Poor Children and Poſterity,as David did for his Son 
Solomon, 1 Chron.,29.19, give untomy Son Solomon & 
perfe& heart. He did not only exhort & charge his Son 
to labour after--ſ\uch an' heart, but earnelily -prayed 
to God,' that fuch an heart might be giventohim, 
And truly, it there were more: prayers poured-forth 
before;the Lord, for , the converſion of the Xifing Ge- 
-#eratign,|; we may hope that'there woulda bletied Ef- 
ft folow. I have been told that thereis& Church 
' in New-Eneland, that hath ſet dayes apart only to 
ſeek unto;the Lord,for converting grace to be voucks 


by Faſting and Prayer, for a poor, periſhing, dying, 
unconverted: Generation. | | __ 
s. Laſtly, Be fadthful in improving of yourCivil Liber- 


| yes. Beware of two extreams, ofan /facharian' Spi- 


' rjt, to couch pnder every Impoſer : ir you fooliſhly 
loſe your Libertyes, your Poſterity,yea, the children 


_ || thatare yet to be born will rue it, Beware alſo of | 


a-wantox Spirit, leſt you provoke the-Lord,. by bitter 
| bondage to make you know the worth of Liberty, Ip 
isa great priviledge which you enjoy this day, that 
you may chuſe Rulers from amongſt yourſelves. And 
although as to what concerns the Tranſa&tions of this 
day, it isalmoſt too late to ſpeak,” yetyou may bear 
for the time to come, Freemen remember the Oath of 
God that 1s upon you, I doubt there is lamentable 


| guilt upon many , whoin Zle&onsare afted more by 


Intereſt and Faction,then by Conſcience, You know 
| What the Rule is, viz. that you ſhould chuſe men that 
are Juſt and-that fear Ged, and that hate Covetouſ- 
 peſs, Chuſe men, that ſþall approve themſelves 
(like Eliakim) Fathers to the Inhabitants of Jeriſa- 


+] km,cbpſe men of Hezekiahs Spirit, who. fpape com- 


* 2" Wha | Fs  fonably 


a] 


fed to: their chjldren, - O'that allother Churches , 
| would do as they have done, even ſeek unto the Lord 


4 ACall tothe  \ 


fortably 1040 thoſe that taughtthe good Lydwlelge of th | i 
Zord. In a word, chuſe thoſe that will be zealous for | 
the Intereſt of Reformation, and that therefore wilt | © 
rove their power,to ſuppreſs tranſgreſſions of the | 
oy as well as of the ſecond Table. If 5ow-will chuſe | 
ſuch th mercy forbid that ever it ſhould be) un | 
der whoſe ſhadow thorns and bryars ſhall thrive; 
gnd thofe weeds of pride, contention, Hereſy ſhall 
receive nouriſhment, andiencouragement 5 Iewill be" | , 
' ar: ominous ſign, that God will ere long,: depyive you ' 
of your Libertyes, until ſuch-time asyou know better |. | 
how to improve them. And now I hope Tmay ſay, 
thatas to the opportunity put 'into my hands, this 
day, I have diſcharged my Conſcience, delivered my 
Soul, and can lay dawn my head with peace, Icon- _ 
clude with Aogſes, calling Heaver, and Earth to Re= 
cord,that life and death hath been ſet hefore this Ge- 
neration, O Generation fee the Word of the Lord, 
| chuſe life, that both thou and thy Seed may live. 'And 
i God from Heaven faith, O that there: were-ſuch an 
l heart in this Generation that they would fear me, 
i that ſo it may go well with them, and with their . | 
l- Quildren for evet;” Amen! \ | 
[+ A 0H. 
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Rememb:r now thy Creator in the dayes of thy Youth. . 


——_— 
_ - 


Olomon izrt this Context doth apply himſelf 
' to ſpeak unto Young men,whom be doth, + 
i SCSRnarh 2. EXRerE.*-... a0: : 
His Dehortation is in the two laſt yerſes at L 
p the wnn4g Chapter, Ap its Is, Irom- ; 
ally propounded,. vg. Rejoyce ob young man i thy. | 
younh, Gc.lIt is ſuch Cotes form of fpeech as that of (] Carts: | 
the Prophet unto Ahab, 1 King.-22,15. Goe andproſ-. wright ins | 
per, Fa] He ſaw that Ahab was ſet upon his deſign, .&. Eccle, x8; | 
therefore by way of Irony bids him goe,and ſee what. 9. 
would come of it, Thus Solomon here, I ſee Young. | 
man (faith he) that thou art reſolved to follow t ; 
| Pleaſures anfyanityes, whatever the event ſhall be. 
' | Doe ſo,and ſee what will come of it. Wherefore he” 
| addeth, Walk in the wayes of thy beart, and is us the... | 
| of thing eyes. _ This is expreſly forbidden elſewhere.+,+- Hws | 
| ®the Scripture [5] Acleer evidence that the wile-4, | 
man here ſpeakett.by way of holy derifion, & thence a8 #0! "9 
ibis further added, & naw 1hou that for theſe thiugs. Gad. 
will bring thee to judgement, q. 4. Though its poſſible 
thou mayeſt eſcape judgement from- men, parents, .- _-- 
viſtrates, &c. yet not from the Lord, 2, This. * * 
ehortatian is plainly expreſſed in tlie. Verſe immes; 
| drately preceding this Text. Renee ſorrow. from thy- 
n 


_——— 
CO 
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da Fheart. The Hebrew word tranſlated ſorrow, fignifhs 
| Anger :9,4, Beware ofinordinate paſſions which; 


04 
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'& Call to the | | 
young men are uſually ſnbject unto: Ard put awgy 
ebilf from thy flzſþ ," h;e, avoid finfull pleaſure? | 
Paſfions and finfull pleaſures are evills which young 
men are moſt in.danger -of being carried away by; 
therefore he doth. in ſpecial caution thein again{tinj- 
quityes of that nature : withall adding this Reaſon, 
or childbood and youth ave vanity,” be. its ſoon gone, 
Thy time (young man 7) to enjoy-ſinfull and fookſh 
plezfures will ſoon'be paſt and gohe, it abideth hot, 
therefore ſet not thy. heart upon ſuch-things _ .... 
' -2, We have Solomons Exbhortation-unto young 
men in this verſe, Wherein is expreſled, 1, TheaGt 
that. ought to be done, Remember. 2. The Object, 
thy Creator, i. e; God, for he and he only is the Creaz $ 
tor ; finte it requirethan infinite power-tobeable to, | 7: 
| * producea work of Creation, Hebr,[|Boreeca;] ThyCres: | wn 
" 4rors., Not. that there are more Gods or more Crea«: 
4 tors then one; © But there is a plurality of perfons in;. 
| 4. the Godhead, Though the work of Creation be: 
| * ©. more efpetially aſcribed to the Father, as Redempti- 
on to the Son,'and Application tothe Spirit, yet each; 
of the perfons in the ſacredandeternal Trigity, doth: 
Concur therein, 7 _-. ds al 7 
3s Thetime or ſeaſon, when this duty ought to be; 
attended, fs expreſſed, viz.now inthe dayes of thy youth:: ] Ks: 
not that they that ire pal the dayes of their youdb-may.; the 
forget God, or beexempted from this remembrance: + 
of him, but young men are under ſpecial obligations! 


and adyantages toremember him. 


Polr., © That as it is the Durj of al, ſo more eſpecyallyof young (3 

men, to remeber. God ibeir Creatar, - Remembring? þ 

God may not be deferred untill old Age,” but ought! | 

to be attended in the dayes of youth. 4.46 

' Inthe DoGrinal proſecution of this Truth,thereate, ls > 

three things tobe enquired ints: ' 77" What 4s og dk 
> h : — s 


o 
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ET 6 Rei be the: Fext ell 
| y Service ai Obedierice, al,. ; 
+ I hbave remembred t any $9 


Þ if _ LR 
rel a required, ji ti 7 Renenvring robich Rd on 18 
ey Cs Riſts, this Tithe Scripture co__ Viſors 
Senſe d&eimply*the affeRions 2ndactions: So hers” 


tis tiot'&very” kind-of Remembrance o Coe, 
ey ſedionate hd pradtical at iSite 
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F#* > MC alb tothe k 
| _ lomo, whilſt yet-inhis Youth, x.Chron, 28.9. Know, 
aud ferpe the Lord with:a perfe@ beart and pane” utter | 
\ Hence the Performance of all religions dutyes, eſ- 
«7 . ©. Pecially that great duty of Prayer, is implyed in this 
|. ' © Remembring which the Text ſp=aketh of, Jon,2.7, 
I Remenwbredihe Lord (faith the Prophet) and. how 
* "was; that? it followeth, - Prayer came unto thee, 
into. thine, boly Temple... We read in. the. Guipel. 
of Ehildren that prayed unto the Lord, they; | id 
Hoſenna, i.e, Saye now we beſeech thee, Math. 21. 
 I5, Thatis.implyed-in Remembring God. the: Crea- 
'3<.1:.42th alſo imply frequent. thoughts. and Meditt- 
air of God, Pal Ns eeany 
boy, ele tate ou thee in the night watches. Wh | 
ere is that Remembrance of God which the Text 
requireth, there are frequent holy Meditations. on | 
- himday and night, As Solomon exherts,. Prov.23... | 
37. Be thou. in the fear of the Lord all zbeday Jong. Set 
be rang thine eyes; wherever thou; camel} think 
of him, from morning-unto. night, gver and. anon, 
' detthere be awfull holy thoughts in thy heart con- 
I  &erning the Omnipreſence of God, And this-is to 
\F Remeinþer,him, ; pn therefore tothe ſecond 
lj | thing tabe enquired into, viz. | wv 
| Set 2. owt doth appear ibgs Toung men ought to remember 
| 


| Hafw. +..1; The Lord doth require this, the command- | 
\Y þ ment ſaith expreſly. Luk. 10.27. Thou ſbaſt lave the 


| Zord th) God with all thy heart, with a8 thy ſoul end with\| --- 
bo ety frepeth. If men. are hound to ſerye God wits F &,7 
heir ſtrength, then they muſt not forget him, untill | ay, 
is ge» | a9 & 


f tboſe dayes are come wherein es ITO 

| and they able to doe him little ſervice... Of ou, God | q,,.. 
| required that the firſt born and the firſt fruits ſhould | vg, 
| we Siren co hin, Þx94,40,29, aus ſhett ant le, 

8: En, wy | = 


'% 


; Fsjing C theration; 
its the firſt of thy ripe fruts, the fir ff born ſhath FO 


amo me; This did liitimate that men ought ro ve 
the ptinie of their Az S the firſt and beſt oftheir - 
ſtrength bro the Lore 
| - 2; The Ttuth of this $Dodtrine i is evident, in that 
Parents ate -boutid te teach their Children the fe 
of the Lord whilſt they are young, Deut.6:6,7,. 71 
words which 1 command thee, thou alt teach them _dilt =, - 
. gentlj amts-rby Childred, Agairi; & aid, Traw ups - 
"Child is the tht be | "and when be 5s old, be wilf 
' wor depart > Prov.22;6. Tothe ſame 
js that of the Apoſtle; Eph;6.4, Te Fathers ring 
your Child#es in the ntirture a1 adetonittion of the ord; 
And according unto this hath 'beeti the pradtices 
Saints, The Lord himſelf doth  teftify:colicernin; 
'Abrahami, that hs worild command bie Child telito hee 
the wajes of the Lord, Geii;18.1ig; And Solonign d 
acknowledge that his Father: vid was Garefpil to in- 
frv him; atid puthim it mind of God;whilſt he was 
yet inthe dayes of Tor ork I SI 
Erhard ents tm > let 
beart revain my words. Fea, ory be ither; bu! 
ai far | 


his Mother alfo taug he hi 1 he 's 
at my Sole! an {rp ic 


31.125 The wordsof X' 
bu: Motber taught. ns: 
of my-womb'! and what the Son of my vows? Now to 
what end were it, to teach Chi eng 
bo ear tho Lord, I tey vers mot bound (0 learn d 
Se 

3, ; Yom med el a athrs tie rlva 
z He-is their Creator as the Text expr 


ww T% 1s > Y 


3. $4244. 5 


— 


ed” ngs, Pſal.gs 
A tex que! befor 


... 


, as hot 0.t Po. 
hath wade all for. Hee: from him andfor hjm are 
a1)-things. He as Creator hath given unto Men: reae 
TonableSouls, in reſpect whereof, they. are--capable 
vf knowing and ſerving theLord : and he. is:able to 
effroys them : He that made'them. can deſtroy them: 
$.1t isfaid concerning that, creature,; He-2hat mady 
him. can catiſe bis ſmord 10 approach umo bim, Job 40.19: 
Therefore it concernsmento fear. their Cxeator, : 


Me TOung men Apceialy agght to vemember oheir Cee 
a thſs amongſt I 


% JI\UD'®: 


feyouth, ph eENs how fax 

Neteh ts 35 added. in the Context, befors 

Cm be 

101d lage aycuim PR. : and therefore. (fait 
.man):thou mult member and\ſerve God 

EE $1CAVGh, pd eta haye him-to:re- 
and 


thee,in thy evil dayes :ifthon 


meg with leſs difficulty tranſplanted, and 


Woe on Font ofthe -Soykof.nature, thenthey that 
re Eton old tho mages of fin OktDiſcaſes are 
4 o when men/þy - Colltinizance uy 
ts wt {1n, have contracted almo -mcutable 'has 


Wh hr edn Re on 
it not thatall-things with! 
i be. Wherefore the Scripture: faith, 
-HB10ptan change bis 5kin, or. the 
42y; 504 we m-4e> that are ac 
When ;Satan hath: held | poſſi 


**But 5 gory to the third Particular, namely, - ; + 


I ee kd 
ſhelrſey 1 have'no pleaſine | 


Renal God in th in orig of thyyears;'>rhatr rea- . 

; to think tha t In wl regarathee when 

= > 18. Fame nga ? Mareover;.it.is not 

ealy' Bn, .unto., I args inald- age: : A young 


oe eaſily pluck jor an.ol-tree; ſo | - | 


# ba | thi 


og 
4 


Y 


A wo wo wn oh 4 $5 i 


'h 


hk. 6d Rifcng Centraton? | 
, | Kifpoſſeshim: We read of ane in the Goſpetchathad 
. a moſtterrible diſpoſſeſan, Markig.25 26, Feſus re 
x | Subed the foul ſpirit, ſaying; '! charge thee come our of bins 
andenter nomore into him: audube: ſpirit cried; and rent 
rt | Sim ſore; andcameont of him;and be was as one deat; i- 
F | Jomuech that many ſaid, be j3:dead.- How difficult aiith 
; how. painftlt' was this Diſpoſſeſſion 2. Why 7: v.21 «It 
, « | ys notedthat the Father ofthat young manbeing en- 
+ | quired of, hew long be had beeri in that conditioly 
+ | the ſaid; Of acbiid, Truly; they that - ſpend thelr 
: {| <hildhoad in{the' Service of .Satan, ifever they be 
©] converted, are: wont" to, bave 'readfull: Converſions 
at laſt;. Therefore: Young men ſhould! turnto God 
| 'betimes, that ſothey may eſcapethoſe bitter'pangs, 
\ P whichotherwiſe they muſtexpett'to undergoe* if-0- -!10 
yer good gome of them. 27 cl 75,0 1 ICE 4 

: Fromthegoodand benefit which:doth follow up- xezſ.2: 
on Remembring and; Turyiag'to God befimes 1'a5-it = 
'is ſaid, Lam,$129; It iogoodfor-d'man 30 betrtheyote | 
#nbs Tout ſoit is good for- a mantd turn +6 God, 
and to puthis neck-underihisyoke-in his 'Yoarh! & 
was. the Saying; of one; that if ft were lawfufifor bim - 
| #9 eu oe any, be world: exuy the us rods 

- ram that #10 God betmesbetaiiſe they | 
from: a: world" of fin and forcow;' which othervi 
they wonld become ſubjeft unto. And thisis/ te 
-tobecome:eminent for:God; There js" 
] Provert.inttheworkd; vis Pbat 4 young | 
renner net, | 
4 der{[e] Eraſmus ſaith, the' Devill was - Au821701 i ſenf. | 
the A to, fe Port For no=" butt + mquating 


'of their- Youth: 
& 


Feah, -* 


| '4Calliothe 


35 reaſon to think that all Jacobs Children'were g 

men before they dyed, but none of them to be com- 
pared with Joſeph : and though he were the young 
eſt but one, yet it ſeemeth evident that he was,con- 
yerted befpre any of his Brethren who were older 


then he, Job was an eminentSaint, nota man ups | 


on the face of the whole earth ſo good as he; and Job 
.was one that made Conſcience of his wayes even 
frgm his Youth. Job 31.18, David wasa mah that at- 
Kained a great meafure of Grace beforehe dyed, and 
he was godly even from his Childhood,” Therefore 
doth he ſpeak as in Pſal.31.5. Thou art my hope Þ Lord 
God, thox art my truſt from my youth, & again ,v.19. 0 
God thou beft taught me from wy Youth © bitherto have 1 
declared thy wondrous works,” So that David had Faith 
$n Chriſt, and was ſavingly taught of God even from 


God, and he could ſay, 7 fear the Lord frommy Youth. 
.ToKing.18.22. Jofiah was eminent for God, and of 
him we read, that while be was young be: began to ſeck 


{ha * #e Lord Gad of David bis Father, He was truely 
converted when he was but fixteen years old.2,Chr,' 
8493s Timothy was an eminent Miniſter,&(as Eccle- | 


Stary reports) at laſthe dyed a Martyr of 


; ſeſusChriſt; now be was ſavingly acquainted .with'/| 


-the holy Scriptures [ apo brepbous ] from 4 little child, 
2, Tim.3.1;, Thus we ſee how God hath owned and 

tefted thoſe that have Remembred their, Creator in 
Ge Gayes of their Youth. And for that Reaſon Young 
mea {ſhould Remember God, © $ 


ED pg. men are ſubje& td the ſtroke of Neath us |. 
well a3 others, Job.21.23. One dheth lob ful Frengh 
oredto 


The young mag of Naini whom Chriſt re 
; notw 


etwithſianding his Youth, was ſubje&. to thg |/ 


We 


% ” 


about twelve years of Age, when 


.his Yoath. ' Obadiah was-an -eminent Servant of | Þi 


uk$ 44s 7H5 UE Bacics8 Young man? [0 


. not Ely's Soris dye in the flowerof their Agez' Sam.” 


' hedyed ; 1 King. 14-17, butinafmuchas in himtliere 


' hisfins}in an:unconverted;; Chriftleſs eſtate, wor'ts. 


> as OE. on A amet Donne 


| Towtb, -All-you. young men that-arebere'h 


Riſing Convitiw 


and yet he fall down from an upper Chamber; atid./ 

was taken up dead, A&.20.94' were” not Job#Chil- | 
een young men? and yetthey dyed ſuddenly. | Was 
not Abſalom+a young main; #nd 'his brothes Adoni-- 
jah a-young man when-death: farprized them? Did* 


; 2:33, Now if young men.Remember their-Creatos 
' ſpasto repent of fin, andmakefureofanintereſt in 
Chriſt before-.death: cometh, then happy ſhall they 
be. As Jeroboams good Son, though he werea'child 


was found ſome good thing toward the Lord :Godof 
Iſrael, deathidid him no hurt, -only. he was tak 
way from the evil to come;/that -his eyes, \ 
behold the miſerable ruine,.that:was Nh opt 
his-Fathers Family, But if death finda young mann 


him that ever he was bort.?: His-naked Soutmuſtag- 
pear before God his Creator, and receive a Sentence | 
af ney oy aa why his Truths: DH ox; | 
Proc erefore to apply this Tru US &s 
 Exbortation. 0. let. young men this day Tag cry WW 
| {Name aud feat of God, 10: follow: the ourjelof theſe 
man, even to Kemember their Creator mm the _ 
Lord, (and:there are:many. fach in this-Aflembly} WW 
hear me this day, pry pray man er re AE. 
make ſure of an Intere| D Jer Andie” Bs 
fore my to mo ſome motives and uy 


| 1 


- Ma, 1M 


4 Callzo-tbe + , 


Lord may lay as Jery2242 ks: Thi bak buey thy mave | 
ner from-tby youths thatther obeeſt 191 my voice.: ARdAYS 
It was ſaid; concerning them of pld, tbe Childrew of /ſ- 
 Tathoand{ the Childret of Fudeh have only done evil before 

| me fromtbiir 1ontbs a> It is true, . that obs 
are:fme young onest hatdroRemembring, & turns 


thepraife.ofbis glariem:grice, yet 14 muſt. be ſaid. 


is Tand; walk inwayesof of looſneſa, proſtncucſs, 
pride,:drinking, gamirig;.cor inacareleÞ peioſk of 


fo1take pleaſure jn;:many of the/Youth.of-this 
7, It is a ſadvyerd that is ſpokenjal.g.1 7 
NhrLdhulthope.us joy ta-theirizoun _ rats ae 
my youngmeneven in: New-Engls & n 
euro either by Sword of fickneſs within theſe twd 
/2:1100ſhalltheLoril have cauſe to:complain as 
Batktby the Prophets (Amos'4,10-) Sram png y 
Jon Iſflain withthe Sword, yet bave'youno#t 
;\young mgeninthis Covntoperljoy 
race.;pledtifully difpenſed;>God iscalling 


ddyes.ofcheir youth; undtheteforeifthgy ham 
Ahoy eill-de beſt -moſt inexeufablebeforeibis Judge 
| { phent” Seat; Yea, and many are the' Children of god: | 
See the *HPaxenty,:and nithaDrefpet under peculiar-enr 
Firſt Ser —pagemont:to ſeek am) ſores: the Lotd;whoisnot ons 
[2/01 "alile Creator, buvtht God of their Fathers, Their 
| % Chrgy, _ Keno by end nvyon __ 
99:9". mg.:Cenfider; Zow:plefirg is wilhbe-16-2ho-Lotdy i 

| you do Imnleed: 3 err _ dajes of *y0ur Te 


# 
[ 


abut how; howi;rhe Ford fs ed with Git, 


ing totheLord; whichovghtto be acknowledged to | 
= lamentation; that ghegenerality' ofthe Youth i bh | 


os rt urobe kak ray me oth not | 


to "ehemmyaind ſtxivingwitth them, in they | 


Go > tt 7 Aiales he lhdus ab oth. :aYou .:ly 
- Dr 


-Froſts, "when ib drought of the ge en” S, 


Riſing Generation? or ol 
. | he Lord badreſpe&to. Abel and bis offertng; Gn;14.5.: 
: we Tread allo,. how the Lordchoſe;the Aimond Tree;: 
| Numb. 17... now. that's the... GO». | 
| | fult Tree that blofloms, The , £4], The Hebrew word for an 
- |. fruitofitisripe in the. Spring; - Almond Tree i Sheked, which 
: 4 Jea,; (as writers athrmyY 1n -, pometh from 2 #erb ſegnifying 1 
> | . the cit; moneth, of the year, ;:: mat. beſt; Fer bi, becaiſ 
| | . $0-when.young men ſhall bring ;/;2þar-Tree- above all oiber; ma 
» | forth. the Fruit of Repentance,; 4etÞ bafteto: bear fruit. Elore 
k Faith, and. holineſs, that plea-. - omnjum- prima: Amyggalg 
f |. (eth the, Lord, :He. bath a ſp:-",. Menſe-Jatwario Martio'yere | 
t | Fal dclightin young menwho / pomugi maturat. | iBocharrus 
s | truly fear andſerve him,. Hof... Pit, Nats Hift- h. 16,c.2: 
7 Ibn WH q ud: '-Druf, Aifcell Cent. I. £574 
s | en loyed © R-\ Kimcbi"in-verbo Shakadii 
n abrddon. hd be HRELE | we [' 
$ 
4 & ny Ot theDiſciples ofthe 
te | 1ord Jeſus. .; Andiwefindin the > urn the 
y | Lardblefſed little Children when the came to-him 
E or were brought to him, Mar. 10, 135:14,16:- 7h 
Rs | - rough; yours &b; 20bin; und when Feſus ſaw it; he 
» | Jeid; Ter ids Chilecnts andforbid them 
> | 'ot--emand He took then tp in bis Arms,and Bled vhows 
& | [You young ones/tiearken,wouldyauriot have the Sor 
mv | ofGodto bleſsyoy,O cometeb 
bs | of your Youth, ahd be will ſur 
ir 
of | ' cial/Subjects of a gracious promiſe, 
_ | #har ſeek, meearly ſball findme,” If 
þ | yon, Chriſt hath-promiſed,: that you ſhall find hike 
os | lan NT I anon 
Kt Confrder We Ganger Of wegltting God in the Uhjeh c 
6 oof, may wlll coo recs en 


io "Cal torhs- 
life ofthy Soul for ever, Who knoweth but thatthe. 
Time of Youth is the only time which the Lord will 
allow you to repent, and make yqur peace with God 
5n, through Jeſus Chriſt ? If. theſe golden dayes be 
folt, probably thou wilt be undone for ever, I muſt: 
needs tell you, that for the moſt part it is ſo, thatmen 
are cither converted in youth or not at all, We read 
but of one that was called at the eleventh hour. Ifa 
'Treedo not bloſſome in the Spring, it is commonly 
dead all the year after, $0 they that are not con= 
verted in the Spring of their Age,are rarely convert= , 
ed at ie _ then one - conyerted in old 
| Examples are exceeding rare, Efpeciat- 
IGG is true with reſpectunto- thoſe that have in the 
_ dayesof their youth lived under the means of grace, © 
heard many Sermons, experienced frequent ſtrivings 
ofthe Spirit of God with their hearts, if they remany. 
unconverted until-the:dayes of their Youth are paſt _ 
and gone, the Lord uſually giveth them upto, Judi- 
cia} hardneſs of heart, that they-ſhall never be-con+  - 
verted, never ſaved. Young men think ſadly of 1 xn 
the fear of God, 
\ & Conſader, what Exemples have been ſes deforemml { aw 
= of eh Converſ5ons,:. Have: you not. reador heardof | 
thoſe. that have turned to God inthe dayesof their 
Yoath? nay, that in their Childhood, the fear of 
God hath been planted in their hearts, that they have 
noſooner began to have the uſe of Reafon, but one 
I Mr. mightdiſcern ſigns and effeRs of grace in their ſouls. 
| There is a [}: Book which many of you have in your 


Rn en EC IL 
| 


a————— 


houſes, that giveth an account of 'thirteen Children, _ | - 
Children. the eldeſt of themnot above fourteen years old,ſonie | 
ofthem but ſeen years old, ſome not ſo much, that . 
nevertheleſs it was Jeſus Oh that thefear. DE God and 200 | 
j igned love ta Jelus Chrift was wrou tint 1-66 6 
[7 5 , And there 8.2 printed Relation, of T} 


' 


— 


vwY -@ v; *S& 


So 9. 93 bw ex uw to 


Riffng Cenarion, 1 
Ehild that dyed not long ſince in this Country, wha 
for ſeveral years before his death,had his heart chang» 
ed and was made a new Creature, O how may this | 
ſhame many young ones that are here before the 
Lord this day, who yetare older then that Child was, 
it may be fifteen -years old, nay, 'perhaps twenty 
ears old; and for all that, in a natural, Chriſtleſs 
tate to this day. Lamentable is thy condition,that 
haſtlivedſo long under means of grace, and yet cont- 
tinueſt an unconverted Creature, God be merci 
ful to thee, and help thee to think of it, 


"© $.:Confeder you bave a we work to doe before you go | 


tHe time to doe it in. As yeung 


out of this world&$but alit 


- | 8&5 you are, you bave much fin to repent of, and to 
obtain the pardon of, Original fin thou art guilty 
- of, and that muſt be mortified, And who'can declars 


how many aQtual fins thou haſt committed in words, 


. | thonghts, and deeds, that have been evil? and all 


thoſe tg repent of, and endeayour that they may bs 


{ mortified :and but little time to- be attending works 
of this nature :for what is your life ? Tt is buta vapot 


chat appeareth for a little while, and then vaniſhethh 


'away, ſam. 4.14. If a man have a long journey to 


ina winters day, he had need ſet out betimes, 


| Thou haſt a long journey to goe : Is it not a long 


Journey from earth to heaven ? and 'but a winters 
day to diſpatch this journey, When once the ſhort 
Gay of thy life is expired, then it will be too late. 
There is no work in the Grave whether thou art go» 


_ mug, Othenup betimes, be going, be doing, and the 
. | \Lordbe with thee. ey ys 
TORE 


4 Calttothe © 


fed unto, It is infinite mercy to be kept pure from 
the corruptions of Youth, If ever you find 
grace to repent of the fins of Yeuth,and ſo. to'obtain 
the pardon of them, yet they will be bitterneſs and 
thame to you all your dayes, Thoſe -yanityes of 
Youth, which now thou artſo foeliſh as to gellght in, 
It may be they will be a trouble to thee forty years 
oo mqpacks for live 7 long, eh a 
complain ſaying, Thou makef me to poſſeſs ithe. itquis 
ayes of myyouth, Job.13.26, And did not;holy-David 
Pray, as in Pſal.25.7, Remember not the ſong of my youth; 
- Anddothnot_ converted. Ephraim make. an-tumble 
confeſhor concerning the finsof Youth, -Jeri$. 39. 
. T was aſhamed, yea even confounded becauſe: [did bear the 
 Feproach of my Touth. So it. 1s;that the remembrance of 


& ſhamea long, time after-;/:yea the very-thought 
of them doth fill theſqul that is truly:converted, with 
2n holy confuſion of. face.: Beware then of the fins:of 
2 fin that FOUSOBESATP very.much vnder the power 
of: hence we ſe ng] 

iced to: vanity in Apparel; Proud faſhions''they 


muſt and will follow, there's no perſwadiog;themo | ma 
2 fin; $6:for 'ftub- |'who 


the contrary.; but beware of that 

Þorneſs and diſobedience $9 Superiours, it js.an evill 
that Youth is very ſubject.unto; You-that are Sets 
vants, young.men and maidsthat are here before the 
Fd; have not you heen- guilty of ftubborn,; diſobe- 


| 


e that young people-are ſirangly ad | $6 


carriage tawards.your  Maſters?-:thongh God | by:ti 
an bis word tels you that you ought to be: obedient th. 


Lo 
the fins & yanityes of Youth, are-matter of reproach | « 


\ 
T.; 
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SEED 


[roam 


them with fear and; trembling, Epbi6.5, And'you | 


- #þatare Children, have-not. you diſe 
rents ? Thou haſt/.been. diſobetiient-to\thy -Father 


ſobeyed-your:Pa« | prin 


Jometimes, but eſpecially to thy Mother, - Thy, beazt | of 


# 
. 


wa 


 Mapake to think what.is like to comgen theeqifchou Wk. 


- 


. Ih 
— os 


| 


| _ 'rilsy - 1-chargs poi iv tho Name o.Ood, 


Rifeng Gehitrdtions. 
 geperit fot ſpeedily, Did you ever ktiow ay" dye 
upon theGallows, bat they confeſſed they halt At 

ity of thisfin, and thereby ' provoked THE 
kave them-nato erent things Hehich have 


them to untimely, NY: C0 ends'7: [And this i my 


accorditig to what the ceth, Prov.3d. 
' #7, Theeye this mockerh ar bis Fiahev, - and defpiſcrh to 
bis Mother; the'Ravens of the Yalky ſeal pichit oits 
andthe young Eagles ſpall cat it, © Intimating that ſuch 
Childreivave liks to come unto miſerable and ſhame 


hood and Youtlvis for the moſt part deeply guilty of, 
Plal.$83. Fbey go aftray as foon as they be born ſpe fg +> 


fait; andthento'excuſe it by telling a Lye? Art thou *: 
 Epethourepent ofthis fin, and'bewareof it for the 


time to /come, when once thy Sout is aut of thy bo- 
dit muſt beeaſt intothat Lake which burneth with 


| Ire and brimſtone whichis the ſecond Death, Joh,$. 
{44 'Rev,22.8, Sofor breackes of the ſeventh Com 


 mandment;,” they are Tounbfub"'Lufts.” Wherefore 
Solomon) ſaith, that helookedqutat the window 
kis houſe, and difcerned amongſt the Youths a box: 
#anvoitof underſtanding, 'and he was goi 
whore houſe like a Orto the ſlaughter, of a "a. 
the correQion of the 'St not knowing that it is 
fr his life, for conſidering that her houſe is the 
& Hell, going down tothe chambers -of Death, Prov 
"(ng 'Yolittz mer whoſe natures-arenot chang 

the/ bh fegenein tity grace: of: tlie: Spirit'of God. 8 

tive in Tome unclean luſt or vther, Either 


[ bm fp 'or felf-poltutior;,” of int-ſecret wanton 


vides of darkneſs, 'You'young men whoſe Con 
ſtiences actuſe yeitof guiltbeforethe Lordinrefpet 


AS TUTR EG COT FE MVVR VE FAG DE AEENLEY LETEIY 


fal-deathsat laſt; Again, lying is a fin, which Child- --- 


tes; > How natural is- it: for Children to commit'> | s 
alying Child ? then the Devil is thy Father, and ex- . 


* GY 


[ 2.7 - TNere WaSAa young man [ge] (whom many of you 


| Tevaye, "(1.t finof Sa 


| elf Lords car ; he would rather, go to wicked houfeg | ©: 
| Shay, thatar lll, | 
| 3668, 


Fhat you humble your felres deeply in his fight, for [ 
gat tranſgreſfions, and fin tio more; as_ever you dew: | 
to: eſcape eternal Damnation; [Though theſe 
corfed Luſts miy beas dear to you as life and: limbs; | 
yet better to pluck out thy right eye;. to.cut off thy 
Fight hand; then that thy whole body | ſhonld be caſt 
into Hell fire, where' the worm dieth, not; and Fc 
where the fire tieyer ſhall be quenched,  _ 
Again, Sabbath bregking , is a.. fin whith you: þ 
-ones are often found guilty of before the Lord, 


- 


have heard of ) that came to an untimely end, and 
ath breaking made way fo his, ruine { | 
'when he ſhould have been hearihg-the word on the | ** 


, God was ſo ked with hin, as to | ;* 
leave him to cemmit a Capital fin upon the Sabbath | ** 
\day, for which he was brought. to nn 1-9 ; 
on, And when in Priſon, he ſaid to fome that came -| 
to. viſit him ;: 0 Wrertch that 1 was ? 1 fudied bowl | ©* 
might ſpend the Lords day in the Devills work : that tins | 0 

bich 1 ſhould bave ſerved God in, 1 did moſt for' Satan 

S$nit, 0 (ſaid he) 1ell young menfrom me, that the breaks 
of the Sabbath is a dangerous and coftly ſon, And 
therefofe young men beware of that fin, Remember 
the Sabbath to keep it holy, or you will never Re- 
member your Creator as you ought to does . | * 
| . Once more: Sinfull Company keeping, is art evilt | * 
that young men are apt to be drawn away from God 
their Creator by, Many an hopefull young man, that 
Hath been well inſtruRted, that hath had great con# Þ 
victions upon his ſpirit, and friends that wiſhed him | © 
him well, have been comforted in him; yet hath af*h© 


” - f 


terwardsfallen in with bad Conipany, and that hath Fo 


- . , 


proved the eternal ruine ofhis Soul,  Ihayekne 
young mea that upon fick-beds, and d ALN-DEC 


w7 "TI'F ig 7,1. 


þ undone me for ever ! Therefore let young mett - 
af remember what the Scripture ſpeaketh to them,Afp 
be, | Jon if ſavers imtice thee conſent thou #01 1 41k, nx vhow.m 
ty | 49 of them, refrain thy foot ſrom their path, Provat,10 
aſt | 15+ Again, He that walketh with the wiſe ſhall be wiſe 
nd = Companion of Fools be de ojed, Proy. 13-20 
f "Young man, wouldeſt thou nothbe deſtroyed 7. them 
1s | be nota Companion of Fools, Remember alſo what 
7 David faith, and follow his example , Plal,26.4,5-9- 
have #0t ſate with vain perſons, 1 have hated the Can- 
egation of cvill doers, and will not fit with the wicked, 
Cotber wot my Soul with Sinners. en thou dyeſt, 
thou would'ſt not have thy foul to be gathered to 
the place where finners mult be for ever: then liter 
| with them, hold not familiarity with them now ; Far 
| they. that are thy Companions and Familiars here, 
are like to be ſa to eternity. £a\ 
..'2- Hearkento good Inftrufttion. | In the ao! ary 
tures God himſelf inſtructs you. And therefore. let 
'young ones be diligent in reading the ti 
that is the way. to become like unto Timothy, te 
whom it was ſaid, frema Child thou haſt known the . 
boly Seriptures which are able to make thee wiſe un« | 
to Salvation, throngh the Faith that is in, Chriſt Je- 


| 
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ſus, 2 Tim-3.15.. And when, David hadp | 
that Queſtion, wherewithel ſhall s young mas cleanſe bis 
we ? the Anſwer given i$,-by taking beed thereto ac» 
cording #0 #by word, Pſal, 119-9. For the molt part it is | 
fo, that the wayes of young men need much clean- 
 fing.- Youth is commonly the unclean part ofa mans 
Age, but thoſe young men that will make conſcience 
Sto order their wayes and pn inge accordigg to the 
TF'Word of God,. ſhall thereby be cleanſeg. And, the 
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je lamentable cryes, O my ſonful Comfy beejing -V 
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$251 3% Gather the Pedple together; hen afid women, 


Children, that they widy bear, and thqt they Hay learn; and | 


Fear the- Lord your God, and that their Children which 
have not know dvif thing nidyTearn to fear the Lord; Ade 
therefore' mind fertouſfly what the Miniſters of God © 
ſpeak in -his'Name, Mind it young men; leſt you 
mourn atlaſt, and ſay;,How have I hated TiiſtruHion; 
Undhave riot obeyed the vaice of my Teichers, nof 
inclined mine Ear to them that inftriifted'me ! yeay 
and hearken tothe good -Inſtruftiorns which you re- 
ceive from tkiſe-whom God hath ſet ovet you; Hays, 
you not Maſters,” Fathers, Mothers," that" adwioniſh 
Yop and give yon good connſ'1 fron day-to day”! des 
ſpit them not,” Doth' not the Scripture fay toyong 
bear je Childrexthe' inftrution of a, Father, Prov 4.1. 


- again, My Son bearithe Inftrattion of thy Fathey; | 


ud forſake not the Law of thy. Mothet,' Chap;1;18., 
Eternal woe' is' like'to be the portion of. thoſe Chil: | 
dren that regard not what Father and Mother ſay td 
them;' Rememher Ell his Sons ; they were proud 
and#ead-ftrong; their Father reproved them, and 
exhorted them to amend their wayes, itis ſaid, Not. 
withſtanding they bearkued not #6 the voice of their Father 
becauſe the Lord wad them. 1.Sam,2425, Artthou 
theyoug man that wilt not hearken' to the voice of 
thy Father whenhe giveth thee good Counfel'? This - 


$5 fign tharhe Zordnl flpthee ; 4 fad fon that | 


kn, ”; appointed to 'fome terrible deftruQtiion at 
e laſt,” EE 50 
"2+ Reiember thoſe things which If duly thought on 
may cauſe jou 10 Remember your Creator in the dayes of 
of Topeb. 3 Think ſadly of the pretiquſneſs'of 
Time, that ſv you may pals the time of your fſojourn= 
Ing here ih fear, + You: Young men, gre exceeding 
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ones, that they may learn the fear of God,” Dett.373 : 
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Riſing Generation. 


_ vanity, but, it is of. « 
precious time-is, Are not fome that were DnceFauy 


: | ions itt ſir, dead, and: (as there: is: cayſgto 
4-| fear) dropped down. into Hell:Phey: woula, g1y8 


7-4. Worlds (were itintheir power) tsenjoxthag;prodir 
| ous time,that'is loſt & cattneyer be reg SHOFHLY 


- and gone forever, Remember alfothe worth of your 


y - own ſou'ls; whatſhalla man give inExcbange ſaxtis 
+} |  Sonl'?-/If hefhovld gain the-whole worldgSdookthis 
1s. | ownSonl,what is tie ptofited/young men.ShavKingae 
ty |. do you thinkof this ?As young asyen ate, youlhave 
a3 | -, Immortal Souls that muſt be either: fFrediory d, 


n; | - that when once' you are dead," your-Soub mult ga 
| fobeeither in Heaven or Hell toall Bfernity./>And 
hp? | remember Death, which mayebe.onyou,erd you! 


| aware of it, Thou knoweſt not but. that: 6 
12 | thy Soul may betaken from thes; :Ithath beenanve 
be ly ſaid, [b] an old man bath death-be e bis face rbutd nas, 
4 | ung man; beth death behind bis bark, that, may avore 
\4 | take hinrhefore he thinksof any fuchthing,: 1 Chile _ 
67 Jeon may dyeas wellas others;Ren2.23-/ wie 
on | Children with Death. I remember-F-baveſorjawbers 
i | tead, of a ſerious godly child;*that would navipeak 
of | vain words like other Children, but-wascargfol ts 
ig improve his time well, and being asked the Reafon 
if | - of bis{eri (Gith he)I remember that Lmuſt 
if | ye. © When ſome replyed to him,” you are young, 

. } and may livemany a fairday, what ſhould you think 
q, ,of Death for ? nay (ſaid he)/ was in the burying place, 
of | there I ſaw a grave, that was ſhorter then 1 am, So Chil- 
53f- |- dren, look into the. bugyint plageycaud there you will 
1s J Tee graves that are ſhorter then youare ; there you 
ich wall ſee that thoſe that have beenas young as you 
5 - Are, and younger too, have dyed and been put into 
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graves, and therefore. it may be ſo nies, 


- | - Four time toremember-your Creatorin, wilkbapalt 
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becauſe you do not conſider how- 4" 7] 
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A Call to the 


| O then Remember your Creator in the dayes of yorty, | 


Yolith, Andremember the day of Judg:ment, Ag 
Solomon in this.Context ſaith, Xzow 0. young mauz 
#bat God wlll bring thee 30 ry Young: men, 
are apt to put thz thoughts of death and Judgement 
Far away,and therefore they remember not theirCre= 
ator.. Think with thy ſelf, I mult ftandbefore Feſus 
Chriſt ths Son of God at the great day ; and what 
ſhall 1 then ſay to him'? and what will the Lord in that 
day ſay untome? wall hz ſay,,come thoubleſſed 2 os 
will he not ſay tome, departthou curſed, =. 

- 45 L00k unto Feſus ah O betake your ſelves 
£6 him; He calls from Heayen unto you young men 
and-children, that are here bzfore the. Lord this day, 


 go< to him by Prayer, and to God by him. Some of 


you, when you are asked that Queſtion, do you pray, 


| Anſwer, 1 cannot pray; You would do it, you fay, 
. .: Þur you know nothow to pray. Why, get into 2 


Gcret plac :, and there lift up thine Eyes and heart to 
whe Lord Jefas, and ifthou can'lt ſa; nothing elſe, 


' yet ſay, 0 thou Sonof God bave mercy on me . O convers 


me, and ſave my poor Soul! who knoweth bit the Lord 
from < high, may look upon thee, fince the Lord Je- 


fus himſelfhath ſaid,7 hey that ſeckone cerly ſball find mic 
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